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he praised a UN Security
Council resolution passed

— they have o show re-
speci for the sovereignty and
dignity of Iraq,” Aziz added.
“H UNSCOM is going 1o act
the way it acted m the past, |-
hkﬁa‘mg-todoalmof
harm

wmmummmwathBagbdad "

leaders, UN sources said.

Theenvoy.hakashs_hnh.
was India’s UN ambagsador
umtil 2 few months ago and
has served in Japen amd Ma-
laysia, Hewasscheduledto
meet Annan

yesterday.
UN officials said that_An—

adviser w help him co-
ordinate the Iarge UN opera-
tions in Jrag and keep open
communications with the
leadership there.

Annan tour

postponed
a trip 20 a number of Middle
East countries last month be-

for later this month. Reuters

Annan’s plaened  tour
comes amid speculation that
the US administration was
preparing a new initiative lo
salvage the Middle Easr

Face
to face
with history

WHEN archacologists
opened the Tomb of Huaa
in the necropolis of Abu-
seer between Giza and
Saqqara, on Friday, Nevine
l}E:e-An:l' was watching ntg
outer sarcoph o
the high priest w:sgllzsﬁed o
reveal a layer of earth. This
was removed carefully by
workers using brushes, and
slowly the features on the
sarcophagus came 1o light.
This is the first inzct
tomb 1o be opened in Egypt
since the discovery of the
Tomb of Turapkhamun in
§922. And although there
was no glinering gold to
spectators, the
ealures were fashioned
with greal delicacy and
drew sighs of appreciation.
Czech archaeologists,
working under the direction
of Miroslav Verner, have
been excavating at Abu Sir
— which is primarily an
Old Kingdom burial ground
— for 34 years now, and
have made some
remarkable discoveries.
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Controversy oontlnues over whether the latest Security Council resolution gives the US the right to strike at iraq. Hoda Tawfik writes from New York

_' Itwasaﬁoughweekforﬂ:eUSadmmlmnon.whmh Cor.mclltoany
- ‘faced severe criticizm of jts policy op Imag, at the Unit- |
7] ed Naﬁons “and a'lw-‘&om'lroy cmgremmal_ -

' -Themajmnyoefﬂmtm

Counensmember--'
bgve‘:heUSthegamﬁghtlomck

oolmn'ymwagewar
-ourlnwngm.gobacktotheComcﬂﬁrst, he added.

Re- - Buit the' US and Britain insist that they do not need
.the Couacil’s authority to strike against
tohonom‘lhcdealhmkeredbyAaneuheCl.in-
*fon administration badly needed Monday’s resolution

against fraq with-  mratter in order to ensure implementation of the res-
clution, and to secore peace and security in the arca.”
But what difference does this language make if the
Trag if it fails LIS insists that it has the authority to strike?
“The whole matter revolves around words, formula-
tions and is subject to different interpretations. But
mnder this article, the Council reserved the right and

1. Imq_f:tvwlamdapledgetopmnmnoncﬁuomlUN

And- Senate “majority  leaders

weapons . mspections.
. chmpddm?mdmtl;ﬂlammnhadmdvmlUs

interests over to UN Kofi Annan,
whao came back from the ¥ragi capital armed with a deal.
Bgypt's UN Ambassador Nabil- El-Arabi told Al-
Ahram Weekly: “France, Russia and China led the fight

againg giving the US the green light for aggression
agamst]raqmﬂmut:heSeumlyCmmqlsmdmse-

No“'amomanclty"was under the Council’s

umammouslyoandayaﬂera
compromige formula was introduced. by Brazil and
Sweden,E.Amblsard.“Nohcenoewasgwbyﬂ:e

which brought the Baghdad-Annan accord fimoly un-
der the Council’s control, if only to demonstrate to

massiom leaders that matters were now i the
of a body in which the US is used to flexing its
muscles and getting its way. -

- fraq was obviously opposed 1o the resolution, but
“nobody asked us for cur opinion,” said Nizar Ham-
doun, the Iragi ambassador to the UN.

In order to ensure a consensus, Japan's ambassador
assured the Council that the resolution was not meant
10 address “amtomaticity” or prejudice futare issues.

Finally, a wag introduced by Sweden
and Brazil, five which gives the

Cormciltbeauthoﬁtylo"remainacti\relyseimdoﬂhe

responsibility to decide what shovld be dope if Irag
breached the agreement in the future. No country is
allowed to wage war automatically,” said El-Arabi.

Speaking to the Council after the unanimous voie,
El-Arabi made it clear that, under the UN Charer,
there are controls on the use of force that must be re-
specled. He also alluded to the “double-standards”

g the problem of weapons of mass
dsu-ucuon in the Middle East.

So, what will be the omcome of the resolution
threatening Iraq with the “severes: consequences™ if it
fails 1o honour its obligations?

Amerca’s response 15 that 1t all depends on Iraq.

. “The view of the United States is that we are better off

cither way with this agreement.” an adminisiration of-
ficial said. “If the Iraqis are to reverse their course of
action and allow the UN Special Commission [UN-

SCOM] 1o bave unconditional, unfenered access
across the board to all sites, then the best way of con-
fronting this problem will have been achieved. If not,
then everyone knows what is meant by the severest
consequences,”

According to Statg’ Department spokesman James
Rubin, the words “severest consequences” are dip-
lomatic code for military action.

The administration also tock comfort from a veiled,
exirzordinary waming made by Annan, who said that
a second round of diplomacy was unlikely.

The administration’s sirategy was defined succinctly
by Natonal Security Adviser Samuel Berger: “We
most maintain the resolve, alone if necessary, 1o pre-
vent Saddam from threatening the region, in other
wonrds, contain him. " {see pp 4&35)

Elephantine
treasures

.Amhaeo!ogistshadnondeajnstwhm

they were_getting mto when they first
mﬁedwoﬂ:mﬂnphamelslmd%

years ago. -

“We knew thathere were the quins of
an ancient settlement, but the whole is—
land was covered in the dust and debris
of centuries, so we did not know what
we were likely to find,” said excavations
director. Wemer Kaiser, who confessed
hehadchmenmemla:lddl:gchanceﬂmn

several gites

a':ll.‘Q"::.\i.éE.aﬂ:er:hreel:,mﬂmt‘lettaﬂt.‘.sof¢:a.ref|1le:vr-

Aﬂer three decades of work, ancient sites on El-
ephantine are now open to the public. Omayma

Abdel-Latif attended the opening celebrations

tothcpmjectwas“anexpressmnof(ier—
man respect, esieem and admiration for
the culture and history of Egypt ™
After the mauguration speeches, the
dignitaries toured the island. Later, the
site was filled with local villagers who
tradmoualdancesandsanglo-

“In ancient times Elephzntine was the
frontier town of Egypt, a fortress over-
looking the First Cararact on the border
with Nubia, and the melting pot of diffes-
ent ethnic groups and Nu-

are Jocated.

“The archaeological site occupies 20
Teddans of the island, at its southemn tip,”
Artyia Radwan, head of the Aswan an-
dquities department told the Weekly.
"“The island bas been occupied by No-

" bians since the copstruction of the first

Aswan Dam at the turn of the 20th cen-
wury who still live there.™ she said.

On the central kom, sections of the of-
ficdal quarters have been restored in-
cluding the walls of a temple, ad-
ministrative buildings, mansions, and an
area where the nins of an early church
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Parliament blasts US ‘double-standards’

Foreign Minister Amr Moussa em-
phasised on Sunday that Egyprian and
Anab  diplomatic  effons  were  in-
strumental in averting an American air
strike against Irag, “The Amb diplomax-
ic efforts and public opinion were kev
factors in persuading the iragi lead-
ership of the necessity 1o fully comply
with all relevant resolutions of the UN
Security Council.” said Moussa,

He expressed great hope that the
agreement concluded barween UN Sec-
retary-General Kefi Annan and Saddam
Hussein could lead soon ta a lifting of
the sanctions imposed on Iraq. “The
honest implementation of this agree-
ment should give Imq hope that the
sanctions imposed on it are not erernal.
This should he quite clear because if
Irag is strongly required to comply ful-
Iv with resolutions of the Security
Council, the UN Special Commission
[UNSCOM] on Img's disarmament
should be equally required w carmv omt
its weapons inspections honestly. The
whole process. in other words, should
be carried out in a dynamic way to re-
assure Iraq that things are moving for-
ward. For jts part. Egypt is fully con-
fident that implementadon of the agree-
memt under Annan’s full supervision
means that at last there will be a light
at the end of the tunnel for Trag.”
Moussa said.

Addressing a joint meeting of parlia-
ment’s Arab and Foreign Affairs and
National Defence Cormminges. Moussa
said that Egypt has made full use of its

same side duering the recent crisis.”
Moussu asserted, “The United Suates
has an intemational perspective in deal-
ing with foreign issues and we have our
different regional perspective in dealing
with the same issues. We are the oldest
nation in this region. We are Arab and
we have our own deep-rooled interests.
There is a limit 10 what we could ac-
cepl. We want this superpower to be an
honest broker. We want to see it adopt
a balanced anitude owards Arabs and
Israelis. We want to see it develop a
comprehensive approach o dealing
with the issues of this region. rather
than adopt an appraach thar gives ut-
most attention to Istael’s security alone.
It is truc thar there is a general feeling
of frusmation over America's double
standards in this region.” Moussa said.

The “double standards™ of America’s
Middle East policy came under severe
padiamentary fire during the meeting,
A la{?e number of deputies denounced
the US military buildup in the Gulf,
which is directed against Irag, as an
“indication of the mounting American
aggressive intentions against the Arab
peoples.” They urged Moussa that the
coming period should be used by Egypt
for consolidating Arab  solidarity
against the “international mafia™ led by
the United States and Britain.

Rifast El-Remisi. an MP for Da-
qahliya governorate. asked Moussa if
Egvpuan diplomacy still adopis the
late President Anwar El-Sadat’s view-
point that 99 per ceot of the cards of

America’s “schizophrenic”
Middle East policy came
under severe criticism
during a parfiamentary
debate attended by
Forelgn Minister Moussa.

Gamal Essam El-Din
was there

even after the American prejudice
against Arabs became very clear.,” Ei-
Remisi said. Moussa, in response,
wamed MPs that severing relations
and adopting a confrontational stance
can no ionger serve as the Arab way
of solving problems with America.
“We are now in a totally different
world order.” be said. “We have a lot
of complicated interests with the Unit-
ed States and we should not under-
mine these Interests. It is in our favour
to keep good relations with America.
We can talk with American officials
about the pressing need to change
their policies in this region. We can
explain to them that America’s evident
bias towards Israel could lead w a
near-complete devastation of their in-
terests in this region. We can also
urge them to show a greater under-
standing of Arab public opinion,
which played a very big role in pre-

bhave tw keep tlmsel interests in(l‘.!acl.
Egyptian foreign diplomacy bas rid it-
self of the oldgnlervousness. confronta-
tion and the tendency to break off re-
lattons.™

But Moussa also said that there is a
limit. “For example, we cannot sanction
that Yasser Arafat be delivered on a sil-
ver platier to the Israelis and we cannot
sanction the destruction of Irag.” Mous-
sa explained.

On consolidating Arb unity, Moussa
said that arranging an Amb summit is a
possibility at any time. “But we all
have seen how President Mubarak man-
aged through telephone conversations
with Arab leaders to positively contrib-
ute 1 a solvtion of the Fraqi crisis. In
the 1960s, it was easy to organise an
Arab summit every now and then, but
now the telecommunications revolution
can serve the same purpose,” said
Moussa.

Middle East is in megpofamangle
of crises. “The first is the US-Irag
stand-off; the second is the stalled
peace process and the third is the hectic
atiempts to impose a new order on the
Middle East,” Moussa explained.

He held Israel’s Likud government re-
sponsible for stalling the peace process.
“You should know that this govermnment
is not interested at all in cmld_ucmtl)gr
any tiations on the restoraton
Palestinian land,” Moussa told the par-
liamentarigns. “And even if they agreed
to negotiate, the negobiations would be
restricted to a very limited area. They
think that the current iniemational con~
ditions are working in their favoar and
that the Arabs are in such a weak posi-
tion that they could be easily forced to
accept what they would like them to ac-
cept For our part, we believe that this
is a very narow-minded perspective.
The Israelis should koow that their own
survival basically depends on the Ar-
abs® acceptance of their existence. It is
this acceptance that will let them hive a
secure and life. But lxlf d:_!eiy
thought they could impose a humili-
ating status on their Arab neighbours,
{at me tell them they will never be able
to do so. They should know that neither
using force nor making alliances with
such non-Arab countries as Turkey
could lead to imposing Isracli heg-
emony on the Arab world.™

Moussa affirmed that Egypt will nev-
er join any type of alliance. “We have a
historical record of rejecting alliances. I

the possibility of any strtegic _aihances
or anv new order as fong as a just solu-
tion has not been evolved for the Pal-

injan problem.”
s%?m the Middle East to Al
rica, Moussa said he was embarking on
Tuesday on & four of seven African
counies at the head of an official and
business delegation. “Do you know that
E.gpz's trade with Africa stands at jus

million,” he informed the deputies,

“The volume of rade with the countres
I'm going to visit is valued at merely
$5 million. Egyptian diplomacy = not
one-track minded. We have (o be active
ar both the diplomatic and business lev-
els'ﬂ

Moussa was particularly proud of
Egypl's success in amanging 2 settle-
ment between the Somali faction lead-
ers, thus bringing their civil conflict o
an end. “I indicated to the Ethiopians in
Addis Ababa last week thal we are not
in competition over Somalia.” he said.
“{ told them that we are in the same
boat and we both have stategic iater-
ests in the Hom of Africa ™ He also in-
dicated that the majority of press re-
ports on an alleged dispate between
Epypt aad Ethiopra on Nile waters are
entirely unfounded. “I told them that
we are ready to conducr a dialogue on
Nile water ar any time.” said Moussa.

On Sudan. Moussa said thar al-
though Egypt opposes the policies of
the Khartoum government, it is keen
to uphold that pation’s sovereignty
and territorial unity. He described as
about an imminent

leading role in the Arab world 10 avert
a military strike against Iraq. “Egypt
and the Unhed States were not on the

the Middle East problem are heid in
America’s hands. “We want to know
if you still adopt this point of view

venting military agression against Irag.
Besides, we bave strong economic in-
terests with this superpower and we

Moussa also delivered a panoramic
review of the cument situation in the
Middle East. According to him, the

to draw on the
we will never

do not like 1o be nostalgic but I wanted
to emphasise that
part or even debale

“press talk™ reports
vgsit by Sudanese Presidemt Omar Al-
Bashir 10 Egypt-

Cairo and Addis to work together on Somalia

Contentious issues continue o mar Egyptian-
Ethiopian relotions, with Addis Ababa accusing
Cairo of holding a monopoly on Nile waters and
questioning its intentions on the Horn of Africa
But last week's talks between Foreign Minister
Amr Moussa and Ethiopian leaders in Addis Aba-
ba appeared 1o have contained a potential war of
words between the two countries. The alks were
held on the sidelines of a conference of Organ-
isation of African Unity {CAU) foreign ministers.

However, the dispute over the use of Nile wa-
ters has not been resolved. Another point of con-
tention is the Cairo-sponsored peace deal be-
tween the faction leaders of Somalia. Addis
Ababa claims the seitlement interrupted previous
Ethiopian peace-brokered efforts and was an at-
templt to impose Egypt’s agenda on the Hom of
Africa.

“Egypt and Ethiopia have historic relations and
it is constructive consultations [between them] on
all issues that should be pursued.” Moussa said
following his retum from the three-day OAU
meeting that opened on 25 February.

Both the Nile water and Somali issues were on
the agenda of ralks held between Moussa and
Ethiopian Prime Minister Mecles Zenawi. At the
meeting Moussa also affirmed that Egypt remains

Cairo-Doha reconciliation revived

sumed. Worse, Qatari authorities laid off about 700 Egyptian
professionals, who worked for both the private and public sec-
tors. Many of them had 1o leave on short notice.

The Egypdan Trade Union Federation reacted by an-
nouncing plans it would lodge an official complaint with Arab
and international labour organisations.

And yet, according to an official source, moves were made
by the two countries 10 contain their differences. Through a
thind party. Qatar promised
Egyptians, the official said profmises
Egyptians would be given their jobs back.

On Monday, Qaiar publicly vowed to
pensate Egyptians who lost their jobs. The pledge was made
at an Amab labour conference in Luxor that was anended by
Qatar’s Minister of Houosing and Civilion Affairs Falah bin
t's Labour Minjster Ahmed Af-Amawi. SQEKS

As a result, the Egyptian Workers Federation said it would
freeze its plan to file a2 complaint against Qatar. But at the

There were several indications this week that the dispute be-
rween Egypt and the Gulf state of Qatar had been defused —
for the second time in three months. writes Dina Ezzat. Pres-
ident Hosni Mubarak sent Education Minister Hussein Kamel
Bahaeddin to Doha on Tuesday with a message te Qatari Emir
Sheikh Hamed bin Khalifa Al-Thani. Mubarak's message con-
tained an open invitation to the emir o visit Cairo. And Ba-
haeddin told reporters that Egypt and Qatar will now work on
establishing the guidelines for good bilateral relations.
Bahaeddin’s visit appeared to be the resuit of a second round
of Saudi mediation. undertaken by Foreign Minister Saud Al-
Faisal! who visited Caro on Sunday and met with Mubarak
and Foreign Minister Amr Moussa. Following Saud’s de- -
. Mubarak received a telephone call from Sheikh
Hamed. And following Saud's return to Riyadh. the Qatari
emir received a message from King Fahd of Saudi Arabia.
Egyptian-Qatari relations plummeted last November when
Doha accused Cairo of lobbying the majority of Arab states 10

Syndicate acts to preven

firmly opposed o the division of Sudan into a
northern Arab state and 2 southemn Christian-
animist state,

The meeting, originally scheduled for 15 min-
utes. ran for 75 mintes. The rwo had a “very
frank discussion in which Foreign Minister
Moussa explained Egypt’s strategic interests.”
said Mohamed Shasbar, assistant to the foreign
minister for African affairs.

According to Shaaban. there was much “mis-
information™ that Moussa “dissipated™ about the
nature of the Egyptian role in brokering the So-
mali peace arrangement. Ethiopia had accused
Egypt of backing a cerain clan in its effons to
gain the vpper hand. but Cairo rejected the ac-
cusation.

By the end of the meeting, Shaaban, said “It
was mutuaily agreed that Egypt and Ethiopia
will coordinate closely on an all-inclusive rec-
oociliaton in Somalia™

Moussa also met with Ethiopian Foreign Min-
ister Seyown Mesfin.

On the water issue, Moussa made it clear that
Egypt is acting within its quota as defined by a
1959 water-sharing agreement. He denied that
two mega tirigation projects — Toshka, in south-
west Egypt. and the Al-Salam Canal in Sinai —

affairs of other countries.

Egyptian government.

two countries until Fahd stepped

boycott. or send low-level delegations, to the fourth Middle
Easi/North Aftica [MENA IV] Economic Conference that was
hosted by the Gulf state. Sheikh Hamed also charged that
Egyptian authorities were involved in a failed attempt to re-

store his father, whom he had overthrown. to the throne.
Egypt denied the two charges. It said it boycotted MENA IV
to highlight its disapproval of Israeli policy in Arab-Israeli
talks. Egypt also said it does not interfere in the internal

Cairo also said that some Qatari officials were involved in
financing Islamist militam organisations working against the

The dispute escalated into a heated war of words between the
in last December. The Saudi
menarch invited Mubarak and Sheikh Hamed to a reconciliation
summit which he hosted in Riyadh. Although the two leaders
agreed to bury the haichet, the reconciliation was short-lived.

A few weeks after the Riyadh summir, the war of words re-

Good faith is crucial if Egypt and
Ethiopia are to succeed in resolving
their differences, writes Dina Exzat

were diverting the Nile's course,

“It is an absolute fallacy to say that Egypt has
diverted the course of the Nile,” Moussa said in
Addis Ababa. “This is utter nonsense and has no
truth im it™

While stating that his talks in Addis Ababa
were constructive, Moussa conceded that there
are issues of disagreement that sifl need to be
discussed.

According to a Cairo-based Ethiopian dip-
lomat, the 1959 agreement that defines the Nile
water quotas of Egypt and Sudan — the two
downstream countries — will always remain the
subject of dispute and needs to be revised.
Claiming that the agreement allocated all the
Nile waler 10 Egypt and Sudan. the diplomat
said: “For us, this is a useless agreement and we
don't recognise it. This is a very difficult and
complicated issue. The Egyptian side is aware of
our positon.”

Moussa said that the Exhiopian officials whom

some of these

Jassem and Egyp

t Shaden Shehab reports on efforts to reach an out-

be met in Addis Ababa did not seek a revision of
the agresment.

Ethiopian officials are on record as saying their
country will purspe developmental projects to
maximise use of Nile waters. Viee Foreign Min-
ister Tedka Alemou said last week that Ethiopia
“will continue to use the water of the Nile for de-
velopment until the issue is settled, even if it
takes 100 years.”

Ethiopia is said to be eager to build dams along
the Blue Nile which provides BEgypt with the
largest portion of its water quota. According to
international law and rejevant treaties Egypt and
Sudan, as the downstream coontries. most ap-
prove such projects before the upstream country
can go shead with them. If the World Bank or a
foreign donor was to offer the upstream country
a loan or grant to finance these projects. the
gnjauwnsumm countries mnst be referred back to

Sources say that Ethiopia has forwarded four
plans, mostly power-generation projects, to the
World Bank, which has not taken a decision yet.

Egypt says that it is not opposed to the imple-
mentation of developmental projects in any of
the Nile Basin countries as long as its quota re-
mains intact. In the particuiar case of Ethiopia,

Shaaban said, “we offered to help [with any pro-
ject] bt the offer was mrned down.”

However. some news reports snggested that
Ethiopia might get financing from some Western
donors. possibly the United States. to build the
Blue Nile dams. But an Egyptian official dis-
missed the reports. “This would be a direct en-
croachment exceeding the rules of the game.”

The official added: “We are well aware that
some Western powers may want to do this at a
later stage, but not just yeL™ The reason for the
“not jusl yet” rationale, he explained. is that the
West has not yet decided whether to exclude
Egypt from the “future plans for the region.™

In any event, Egypt and Ethiopia have agreed 10
re-activate a bilateral technical committee, first
established I 1993, to discuss all water-related
issugs. The ourcome of the committee’s meetings
depends on the intentions of the two pares.
Egypr says it would like o msimain “excellent”
relations with Ethiopia but believes that Addis
Ababa’s decision to escalate the water dispute js
oot entirely without ulterior motives because
Ethiopian agriculture depends almost exclusively
on beavy rainfall. For its part, Ethiopia says the
agreements of the past are of no value to the
present or firthre.

Another round of Saudi mediation appears to have contained an Egyptian-Qatarn quarrel

same time it wamed that it would go ahead with the litigation
unless the financial compensation of the laid off workers was

In mid-March, Qatar will host & foreign
of the Orpanisation of the Islamic Conference (OIC). If For-
eign Minister Amr Moussa shows up in Doha, this will be a
definite sign that reconciliation has been sealed. sources said.

ministers conference

that it will stop sacking
were also ises that

fmancially com-
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— Senior teacher §
2-year contract, tax-free salary neg., healthcare,
housing allowance, annual airfares.
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local contract.
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Netting

of-court setilement to save the chief editor of A-Shaab
opposition newspaper from a year's imprisonment

experience and the relevant qualifications to suit
the post.

Further details are availabie from the school:

Mirs. J. Sykes, 3 Mina Street, Kafr Abdou, .

Roushdy, Alexandria, Egypt. '

E-mail: csykes@cns.sisnet.net

Telephone: 546 7001
Fax: 546 2806

editor’s imprisonment

Two lawsuits were filed by El-Ali against
Hussein and cartoonist Mohamed Hilal. A
thivd lawsuit was brought by Azza Hassan
Amin and her husband The newspaper al-
leged thar she was married 10 Alaa's brother,
Adel, and that she used this relationship to
buy property at cheap prices.

A primary court sentenced Hussein on 27

January to three years in jail for the three
cases and ordered hini to pay a LEIS,000
fice. Hilal was sentenced to one vear behind
bars,
Hussein and Hilal filed an appeal The
Misdemeanours Appeals Court for the Catro
district of Boulzq found the two guilty but
commuted the sentences to one year in pris-
on for each and reduced Husszin's fine to
LE7,500.

The Labour Party’s lawyer then took the
case to the Court of Cassation, the only le-
gal recourse left for Hussein and Hifal, But
the two must go to jail until the court reach-
es a verdict.

Neither Hussein nor Hilal wmed them-
selves in or were arrested. Hussein is cur-
reatly in Tehran “but will return soon and
strrender o the awmborities.” a party source
told Al-Ahram Weekly. “As for Hilal. he is

Correciion
The arficle entitied, “Anti-US fervour on Egyptian campusas™ (AlkAhram Weeldy, 28 February - 4
% March) mistakenly implied that economist Professor Galal Amin had taken part in & demonstra-

staying at a relative’s home until Hussein re-
turns. He does not want to give himself np
for the time being,” the source said

But many observers believe the two
planned Yo stay in hiding until their jail sen-
tences are commuted by the prosecutor-
general. This order would definitely be
forthcoming if an ont-of-court settlement is
reached.

“Since the Appeals Court handed down the
sentence, the Press Syndicate iras made great
efforts to achieve a recoaciliaton,” said the
syndicate's chairman, Makram Mohamed
Ahmed. “In fact. an agreement was drafted
but, onfortunately. it was acceptable to only
one party. But we should not lose hope; ne-
goii:;i:ns 1:a'u'e continuing.”

ur Party lawyer Mamdouh Farag told
the Weekly that El-Alfi"s :l!:fS for
reconciliation ar? “impossible 10 meet, He
Insists on an apology fo be published by Al-
Shagb, In othe:l'::rogrzs. the ngvlvbspaper :h?ould
say that all that was published about El-Alf
are lies. which is not the case.”

Farag said that Hussein “will never agree
to that, even though El-Alfi has the upper
haud now.” Farag added that "some other
way™ should be explored.

court setilement would prevent Hussein
from serving the one-year jail sentence
handed down by an court.

Hussein was put on tial for publishing a
series of articles in Al-Shaab accusing Alaa
El-AlMi of corruption and abuse of power.

The Islamist-orienied Labour Party and the
Press Syndicate are attempling to negotiate a
senlemcy;mbemeen Magdi Hussein, chief ed-
itor of the party’s twice-weekly newspaper,
Al-Shaub, and Alaa El-Alfi, son of former
interior minister Hassan El-Alfi. The out-of~

The Group for Democratic Development, a NGO
Working in the field of democratic development and
civil rights education, is seeking to fill a fulitime
vacancy in its Foreign Relations and Fundraising
Unft.- Candidates must have reievant qualifications
{social or political sciences, law, etc) and working
experience in the field of development or similar.
Excellent English, Microsoft Word and Intemet
essential. Salary and conditions according to

gggrience. For further information, please call 578

Position Announcement

COORDINATOR

Water Management Research Network
in the Middie East & North Africa
{based in Cairo, Egypt}

ions:

- Ph.D. in a relevant discipline with minimum of seven years
experience. _ ]

- Fluency in English and Arabic; French desirable.

- Qutstanding research and publications record on water management
and policy issues. N o _

- Management experience within multi-disciplinary research settings.

- Willingness and capability for fund-raising and resource mobilization.

- Capability to interact with researchers, policy makers and donors;

and ) ) ]
- Willingness to travel extensively in the Region and elsewhere.

o

L
i

H SERVICES _ L
ealth and brauty massage, face masque. Tel o
5849879, 24 hours/day. L

FOR RENT -

Furnished flat, fully air-conditioned in ' b
Maadi, for let to foreigners. 3 bedrooms, 2 .
1/2 bathrooms. Contact 3513261 from 10am ) SRR
to 4pm. '. e

Flat to let, 3 bedrooms, Mosadak Street, '
Dokid. 3372687 . ' -

FOR SALE : R

Super flat, 6 rooms, 2 baths, 205 $qQ. m., S L
quiet location. Dining room set, 18 chairs, : -

suitable for embassies. Tel. 2502733. S o

Z—MmMN

Qualified persons should send their applications (inciuding & CV and
names and addresses of three referees) before March 31, 1898, to:
The Regional Director, P-0.Box 14, Orman,
Giza, EGYPT - FAX NO. +20-2-336-7056

tion organised by the Labour Party before the US Embassy in Cairo to protest the threatened
magamlmq;o?eamdeakgdmkenlvmmmmMmemAmEnMdMamem
of the delegation of protasters mﬂtadtothaUSEmbassymwbmitapaﬁuonagamst'

threatened strike- . the
We duly apologise. '
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A BYMN FOR PEACE: About 300 German sing-

mmdd?mgntheredanhcfomofﬂwslzhifx :
Sunday might o perform what was dubbed a “peace

concett, " reports Rehab Saad. There was solo sing-
ing by German opera stars, duets and folklore danc-
g, all paying wibute to peace, harmony
nempmm!npaniedbythefmmm
man conductor Gouhilf Fischer, who celebrated ks
70th birthday smounded by Egypt's 6,000-year-

old mon

The performance, at the Son et Lamiere Theatre,
begaﬂmﬂlalawshowthazmcounwdﬂnhimy .
“mﬁﬁmmﬁsinGerman.Thism'fol-
lowed by songs by Rita Szalok, Adianna D" Accanti
and Hans Albert Demer. dusts and folklore dances
byﬂwColIb_usl_ronpe.eringthetm:ﬁﬁonalcns— :
tumes of their city, once located in what used to be
East Germoany. the dancers carried flowers in their
haads. The performance ended with Fischer con-

told the avdience. “We are here in the shadow of
theGremPyram:dsmsingforEgprInGamany. .
we aiways have the Pyramids i mind when we - |

think of peace.”
This wasﬁscbc_r’s second visit to

and love.

-~

yisoyg vptiay Jojoyd

o

! . permane:
Egyptian tourist calendar and will be staged on an -

annuaf basis, Beltagni added.

Dubious statement triggers newspaper closure

A non-partisan weekly neﬁépaper, which printed a death threat against three Coptic businessmen, has been suspended. Amira Ibrahim investigates

Authoriiies have banned the poblication of the in-
dependent weekly newspaper Al-Destour after it
printed a death threat agaimst three
nessmen allegedly made by the militant A
Gama’a Al-lslamiya. In addition to nmning the
text of the statement, the newspaper quoted ex-
perts and security somrces who i jts ap-
thenticity and suggested that it could be the result
of business rivalries. C '

who were identified by their initials only, of wn-

dermining the pational ecomomy by holding =a.

monopoly on major indnsiries. It warned that un-
less they departed the country, leaving their prop-
erty behind, they would pay with their lives and

Ibrahim Eissa, the newspaper’s editor-in-chief,

" told Al-Ahram Weekly that he decided to publish |

ﬂledublousm:emmtbmse‘ncouldmmttbe

ed by the opposition newspaper Al-Wafd as saying
lhalbzll-Dmour published under-a Cypriot B-

Contic Lusi.

PubBcations Law, and not the Egyptian press law.
It is prnted in an Bgyptian press organisation on
the authority of 2 permit that must be repewed eve-
ry three months.™

El-Sherif was quoted as having said that the cen-
sorship board. which is concerned with foreign

. publications, prohibits the entry of any newspaper

that “questions religion or the basic ethics of so-
ciety, propagates destructive ideas, or publishes
news that to undermine confidence in the
Egyptian econonty.™

El-Sherif explained thar the Supreme Press
Couneil is the sole anthority empowered by law to
license newspapers. The publishers of A-Destaur,

"he was quoted as saying, have the right to apply

for a Jicence from the Council “if they wish to re-
appear as 2n Egyptian newspaper that is subject to
Egyptian press law.™. - .. - - :

Essam Fahmi, the *s board chairman,
told the Weekly that Al-Destour apptied for a licence
in June:1997 but was turned down. The publishers

- thendecided to take the matter to court, he said.

Makram Mohamed Abmed, the Press Syn-
dicate’s chairman, said the suspension was a “'set-

" -back for press freedom™ which was the outcome

of a “wrong situation that should be rectified.” He
nrged the government to simplify the
of ishing new 2 i

publishing license. 1 helieve that this should be
ed

For his part, Al-Dustour’s Eissa charged that al-
though Law 93, which had provided stiff penalties
for offending publications, has been repealed, “the
same remains. The latest amendment of
the Companies Law made the publication of new
newspapers conditional on the cabinet's approval,
thus 1mposing more restrictions on press freedorn
in violation of the constitution.™

Many experts said they did not believe thar the
threatening - staiement published by Al-Destour
was issued by Al-Gama'a Al-Isiamiya. “The way
it was writien and the information it contained
raise the possibility that it was the omcome of a
conflict between the businessmen themselves,”
wrete researcher Rifaut El-Sayed Ahmed. “They
appear to be inciting the militants to carry out acts

. of violence. and assasginations.: This means thar

they want to drag us into the same dark nmnel of
terrorism into which Algeria has fallen™

Eissa said be was aware of this possibility. Ex-
perts quoted by the newspaper also doubled the
statement came from Al-Gama’a Al-Islamiya “As
a conscientious jourpalist, the two possibilities
[that the statement was issued by Al-Gama'a or ri-
val businessmen] had to be afdressed to wam
against their grave consequences,” Eissa said.

The weckly magazine Rose El-Youssefidentified

Ghabbour and Ramj Lakah

Sawiriss was quoted by the magazine as saying
be believed the whole affair was a by-product of
business rivalries. “I accuse a cemain businessman
of being behind this siatemem because I was re-
cently involved in heavy competition. The proof is
that the information contained in the statement is
not available to terrorist groups.” Sawiriss was
quoted as having said.

Ghabbour, the second targeted businessman, ap-
peared to agree. He was quoted by the magazine
as saying: “It may be true that the statement is the
product of business rivalries... At any rate, the
stalement draws the anention of the militant
groups to the idea of hirting investments, whether
those made by foretgners, Muslims or Copts. Pub-
lication will only create a climate of terror.”

Commented Eissa: “] was swrprised that the
three businessmen were distorbed by the state-
ment being published and not by what it con-
tained.” -

Launched in late 1995, Al-Destour published in
its first issue its own code of ethics, vowing to
fight corruption. Israel, and attempts by wealthy
Gulf Arabs to gain begemony over Egypt.

Known for nis sensational news coverage, Al-
Destour is said to be basically financed by its
150,000 circulaton.

Through 116 issues, Al-Destour was banned

either addressing subjects which other newspapers
consider taboo or for its sensationalism. In 1997, it
became embroiled in a confronation with the ju-
diciary for publishing allegations of corruption
against judges. The crisis ended when A/-Destour
published an apology.

On the same day last Saturday that Al-Wafd ran a
front-page siory about Al-Desiour's suspension, Al
Wafd's Chief Editor Gamal Badawi published an
editorial urging the Supreme Press Council to give
priority to the issue of what he called the “vellow
press, which has disfigured the face of Egyptian
Journalism, harmed its reputation and tainted the
image of Egyptian society before the world™

“Is the freedom of the press the freedom to pub-
lish pictures of women’s underwear. sneak into
bedrooms and publicise lewdness and prostitu-
tion?” Badawi asked.

The Egyptian Organisation for Human Righis
{EOHR) condermned the suspension of the news-
paper. describing it as anotber violation of press
freedom.

“I am not optimistic that the povernment will re-
consider its decision.” Eissa said. “But I am con-
fidem that Egyptian joumnalists are determined to
defend press freedom. I have received many offers
from newspapers and magazines, some of which
take an opposite line to ours, to devole a number of
pages to publishing our material, an alternative that

T m
111]

-

ceace. “Thus, it is dealt with &s a forelgn publica-
tion thai is subject to the provisions of the Foreign

Netting the militants’ networ

Efforts were intensified during the past
few months toexplmeallpossible_w:g:
which the government ray gain
hon'of expairiate militmts who
take refuge in some Western and Islamic
states. In cases where exradition is uz-
likely due to the host countries’ political,

legal or human rights concems, Egypt *
hopes that it will be. able to persuade

these states to curtail militant activities.
The objective is to make sure that these
expatriates — who are mostly léading
in Al-Gama’a Al-Islamiya, Jibad
and Talz’ei Al-Fath (Vanguards of Con-
quest) organisations — are denied the op-
portuaity to plan or fnance aitacks
against Bpyption officials or interests in-
side or ontside Egypt. . .
meeek.Caimhomdamwung_of_ex-
perts of member-states of the Orgamisation
of the Islamic Conference (OIC) o draft

New front pledges
anti-American jihad

+the guidelines of an anti-terrorism resolo-

tipn. The gnidelines were based on a “code
of conduct”™ approved by the last OIC sum-
mit held in Tebran in December.

The framework that was wocked out in
Cairo will be reviewed, and possibly
adopted, by the next OIC foreign min-
isters ‘conference that will take in
two weeks in-the Qatari capital of Doba.
" Eveninaily, these guidelines will be
turned into a convention that will be bind-
ing.on the over 50 members of the OIC,
bopefully before the end of this century.

The drafi framework defines terronsm
as “any act of violence or threat, not-
withstanding its motives or inténtions.”
In 'more elaborate terms, terrorism is any
“criminal plan which aims at terrorising
people or threatening to harm them or en-
dangering their lives, honour, secwxity,

phenomenon of Cypriot-licensed newspapers is
_ the product of restricions on acquiring a local

freedom or rights or damaging the en-
vironment, facility or public and private
property™ or harming “foreigners on the
teritory™ of the targeted coontry.

The convention will require signatories
to “ensure that their territories are not used
as an arena for planning or organising or
executing temmorist crimes”™ and to “block
the infiliration of terrorist elements™ or of-
fer them “shelter, refuge, training, arms,
finance or any other facilities.”

Officials concerned find the language
of the proposed convention satisfactory
and believe it would serve to curtzil mil-
itant activities. It is also believed that get-
tng countries with whom Egypt would
like 1o maintain close security coop-
eration, including Iran, Sudan and Paki-
stan, to sign this convention would be a
major achievernent for Bgypt's security
programane.

the three bosinessmen as Naguib Sawiriss, Raouf

Meanwhile. Egypt has been talking
with a number of European countrics in
the hope of persuading them to expel mil-
ftants residing there or, at least. prevent
them from using their territory as a
springboard for acdon against Egypiian
interests. These countries include Britain,
Austria, Sweden and Switzerland.

“The problem is that they tell us that ac-
cording 1o their legal systems. a good
number of these militants. partcalarly
those who were not convicted by an ap-
peals court. are entitled to political ref-
nge.” explained one official. “Other gov-
emments refuse o cooperale with us
because they do not want to antagonise
local human rights ps.”

To ger around mxgsr?uEgypt has acted to
capitalise on all relevant UN conventions
or treaties that include language sup-
porting “counter-terrorism principles.” In

The reported formation of an “international Islamic Front”
raises the question whether the militant groups are actually
closing ranks or attempting to cover up their differences

once and came very close to being shut down for

a number of documents that were adopt-
ed by the UN General Assembly. there is
clear reference to the fact that states
should be “firmly determined” to “elim-
inate international terrorism in all its
forms™ and that there should be “inter-
national cooperation between states™ to
achieve this purpose.

However. the language of these docu-
ments does not include an air-tight def-
fnitfon of terrorism. “Basically, West-
em counirfes would like 1o pick the
elements that threaten them most,™ ex-
plained one official. Citing 2n example,
ke said inter-
national anti-

we are considering at present.™

The govemment continues its drive to persuade some Islamic and European
countries to tighten the noose around émigré militants. Dina Ezzat reports

not about attacks against tourists vis-
iting a foreign country.

Al any rate, argued one source, ul-
tmately what counts most is not ratified
documents and declurarions. The extradi-
tion or expulsion of a militant by a coun-
try that used to give him refuge is “ba-
sically a political decision,” the source
said_ In the absence of a political will, he
added, it does not really matter how
many bilateral security treaties Egypt
signs because there is always a loophole
that could allow some of the expatriates
to enjoy the safety of a host country.

errorism conven-
vons talk about
terrorist  atracks
against civil avia-
tion safety. but
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A suatement i by lead-
ers of Al ‘a Al-
Islamiya, Jihad and other
militant Islamist leaders an- -
nommced last weck the es-
tablishment of an “Inter-
pational  Islamic  Front”
dedicated u;;:gms Jihad
against ers and
Jews”, repons Amira Ib-
rahim. The groups, pac-
sumably taking advantage
of emd-US Is;l‘llﬂm_ﬂqfs
spawned wfhe C!JSI'S,
upr:ed Musli to Il
Americans — both soldiers
and civilians. :
1n addition to Jihad and
Gama'a leaders — Ayman
El-Zawahri and Rifa’i faha,
respectively, the fronl’s
formders incladed the - Sau-
di-bom militant millionaire -
Osama bin .Laden; Meer
Hamza, secretary of te

Pakistani Ulama Associa-
tion; Fad! El-Rahman Kha-.
[il, leader of the -Pakistan
Al-Ansar movement; -end’
Sheikh Abdel-Salam Mo-
bamed, leader of Jihad: in
Bangladesh. :

_Iraqi President

El—Zawahxia.nﬂ'.I'aha,who
are believed tc be in Af-
ghanistan, top the Egyptian

' government’s “most ‘want-

ed™ list. .
“In the name of God, we

" uree Mnskims everywhere to

kill Americans, the soldiers

‘of the devil,” said the state-

ment. It also condemned
Saddam
Hussein as en ‘infidel, who
it saidshould -be overthrowm
by his own- people, and
urged the' Iraqi mulitery to
doso. - :

A source.close to the mil-

itant groups, who spoke on -

condition of anonymity, told

- AlAhram” Weelkly-that the

inst- :Iraq "appeared to

‘have created-the rght cli-

mate Tor militants to regain
some; sympathy, which they

lost following last No-

vember’s - axor - massacre,

“The anger expressed by - parm

ublic -opinion. ~fat the
¢ 1 Us -  military
them {tl;e ‘militants] with an

opporunity to regain lost
sympathy, s0 they shifted
their threats to America and
Israel,” the source said.

He added that despite dif-
ferences berween the
Gama'a and Jihad, they have
many points of “agreement
— particnlarly the concept
of jikad, i

“They have more agree-
ments than disagreements,”
the source said. Bot this
claim was quickly ques-
toned by other analysts,
who recalled the long his-
tory of disputes that kept the
two clandestine  groups

apart.

“The two groups would
never onite unless they -are
preparing a major operaion,
such as the killing of Pres-
ident Anwar ' El-Sadat in
1981," said Fouad Allam, a
former head of the Interior
Ministry’s anti-terrorism de-
ent.

But at the time. Allam re-
called. they nDever -
pounced that they were clos-

ing ranks In- fact, they did -

the opposite, circulating ru-
mours about their differ-
ences and accusing the out-
lawed Muslim Brotherhood
of being a government lack-

- &y, he said.

Bur the 1981 unity was
short-lived. Two years later,

‘the two groups broke up as

a result of differences be-
tween their, jailed leaders,
The latest statement was the
first w0 be signed by the
leaders of both groups since
then.

Allam believes that the
stalement was an attempt 10
cover up the serious splits

- between the two groups and

their individual weakness.
“1 think they are trying to
hide their problems and pre-
tend that they are sull
strong," he smd.

. On the other hand. the fas-
wa urging the killing of
w and Jews s
nothing new. Allam as-
serted. He recalled that
since the early 1920s, Is-

lamist mifitanis targeted the
British. then the Israelis and
later the Americans. “The
revival of this fance could
be a response to criticism
that they had not carried out

voting a major effort 1o ac-
tivating bilateral security
asreements and promoting a
nnified Arab anii-terronism
strategy.

Please send your C.V. to:

P.0.Box Heliopolis 150

Atiention: MD

._.:n“.t\ Z-—=MN

any operations  against

Western targers and  that
they are products of West-
em regimes, which provide
them with shelter and pro-
teclion.” Allam said.

Egyplian security forces
have battled the militant
groups sincé 1992 when
they resumed acts of vi-
olence following the remrn
of the Arab freedom fight-
ers from Afghanistan. The
militants targeted tourists,
Copts, govemnment officials
and policemen.

Last November, Gama’a
militants carried oul a mas-
sacre at Luxor's Hatshepsut
Temple. in which 58 for-
eigners and four Egyptions
were killed. .

Interior Minister Habib
El-Adli, who 1ok aver fol-

Edited by Wadie Kirolos

The Arab Republic of Egypl
Ministry of Public Works and Water Resources
Mechanical and Electrical Department
Tel:3029294 Fax:2039270
The Mechanical and Elecirical Depattment (MED) invites experienced Foreign Intemational
Consufling Firms who have successfully competed pumping slation and hydropower plant
projects, and who have not participated in any way in the New Valley pumping slation projects, to
submil their tenders for.
“Consultancy Services for the Construction Supervision of the New Valley
Electrically-Driven Pumping Station Project”
The Terms of Reference (TOR) may be purchased from the MED for a non -
refundable fee of LE3,400.
The selectad forsign international consulting firm will have fo associate with the
Engineering Design and Inigation Consutting Office (EDIPCO}, who will act as the z
local consultant.
Consultants shall submit technical and finangial proposals in two separately-sealed
envelopes not later 12.00pm Cairo local time on 14 April 1998, to the following N

address:
First Undersecretary of State - Mechanical and Electrical Department -

E
1

Ministry of Public Works and Water Resources

Tafteesh El-Ray Street, Shoubre El-Mazallat - Caire, Arab Republic of Egypt |
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Israel’s policies in Jerusalem™ as Israel hosted a world conference of mayors in the disputed city (photo: AFP)

Bungling

e S S

A Palestinian vn;oman passes by closed sh(-)ps in East Jeruéalem. on Tuesday, during a one-da general sirike called

"MLl I
e A2

Fabricated reports about Syria, a
botched assassination attempt in
Amman, and now Bem. So incredible

has Mossad bungling become, that

some Israelis are crying “conspiracy”.
Gamal Nkrumah reports

by Yasser Arafat’s Fanh r;d:lon “to p

without end

Last Friday. {srael officiaily apologised
10 Switzerland for the recenty-botched
bugging operation in the Swiss capital
Bem. Five Mossad agents were caught
red-handed installing sophisticated lis-
tening devices in the supposed flat of
suspected Shi’ite Hizbullah acdvist Ab-
dallzh Al-Zein. a Lebanese-born Swiss
national. Al-Zzin. a 32-vear old elecin-
cian resident in Bem. no longer lives in
the tlat. His former wife, Pawicia Va-
nini. was reported in the Israeli press as
saying that “Mossad had mistaken in-
formation because he [Al-Zein] has not
lived in the aparmment for four years.™
There has been much speculation in
the Istaeli press that the whole affair
was a set up to oust Mossad chiet’ Dan-
ny Yatom. who resigned last week in
the wake of rhis and other recent de-

the political leader of the I[slamic Re-
sistance Movement (Hamas). Khaled
Mishaal, in the lordanian capital Am-
man was badly botched. The Misha'al
debacle provoked a storm of protest
from Jordan and threatened w disrupt
relations between the
Iwo countries.

Swiss  authorities
were initially con-
ducting a discrete in-
vestigation of the
Mossad bugging in-
cident. But reports of
the arvest of five Is-
raeli  nadopals in
Switzerland were
{eaked 10 the Ismaeli
media.

“We would have

the press.” Viktor Schiumps, Swiss Jus-
tice and Police Ministry spokesman told
Al-Ahram Weekly.

The Swiss authorities deny any at-
ternpts at a cover-up of what is seen in
the Swiss media as a major illegal polit-
ical and military espion-
age case. Yasmine Cha-
tila. Swiss Foreign
Affairs Ministry spokes-
woman told the Weekly,
“An investigation into
the affair was pro-
ceeding quietly unal the
Isracli press leaked the
information. The deed
itself was criminal and
unaccepiable. Mossad™s
behaviour was a gross
violation of Swiss sov-

would not have made it public.

But there are those who subscribe to a
rather intricate conspiracy theory 1o ex-
plain the latest Mossad bungle. “Mossad
agents cannot be as stupid and noisy as to
wake the neighbours up. it was as if they
deliberately wanted to get caught. Their
rea] mission was 1o ¢reate a scandal, a
diplomatic row, to get rid of Yatom,” an
Israeli journalist told the Weekly.

There are rumours flying that [sraeli
Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu
disliked Yalom from the stort and that
he would actually prefer to see the head
of the Israeli Northern Military Com-
mand, Major General Amiram Levine,
in charge of Mossad,

Yatom: was the late Isracli Premier
Yirzhak Rabin’s political associate and
is known to have strong Labour Party

bacles.

The strange irony is that of all secret
services. Mossad has acquired a rep-
utation for ruthless efficiency and pre-
cision in carrving out its international
operations. But a string of bungled op- 1o
erations has blackened Mossad's rep-  vestigations
utation.

In December. Mossad agent Yehuda
Gil was found to have falsified in-
teligence reports about Syria’s in-
tentions towards Tel-Aviv. Last Sep-
tember an assassination attempt against

publicity.
secms

Round on
to Libya

The Internatonal Court of Justice (ICT) ruled last
week that it has the jurisdiction to serde the deadlock
between the United States, Britain and Libya over
where two Libyans suspected of bombing a US airlin-
er should be put on trial. ]

Thirteen out of the 15 ICJ justices — the American
and British judges were che fone dissenters — ruled in
favour of their right to judge the case. They declared
that Libya's applications to the court were admissible
even though they challenged the legality of UN Secur-
ity Council resolutions, which imposed sanctions on
Libya after the bombing. .

Tt is worth noting thal the ruling by the world count
did not acwally grant Libya's request for a trial or
even address the crucial guestion of where a trial
should be held However. it gives Libya 2 chance o
lobby for its proposal to try the IWo suspects in a oeu-
tral country. .

In AprdFyIm the Security Council imposed sanc-

preferred to wait a
lile bit longer be-
fore releasing any in-
formation to the me-
dia. It is also benter
carry out in-

and with very litile
but Wt
there were
those in Israel who
wanted the details of
this case leaked to

quiety

down.

ereignty  and
national law.”

The fiasco has shaken
Israeli-Swiss relations.
The Israeli ambassador
in Bern was summoned
to the Palais Fédérale
and given a dressing

Swiss officials ad-
mitted on Friday that if
the Israeli press didn’t
leak the story.

sympathies. Shimon Peres appointed
Yatom as the director of Mossad just be-
fore the [996 elections.

The israeli media is inundated with re-
ports that the less-hawkisb Army Chief
of Swaff Ampon Shahak will soon be
taking a top leadership role in the La-
bour Party as a political counterweight
o Netanyabu, In a few months time
there will be a routine reshuffle in the
Israeli army and top army officials (in-
cluding Shahak) will be retired and new
ones appointed.

inter-

they

Despite US and British objections, the
Intemational Court of Justice has claimed

the authority to decide where two Libyan

tions on Libya for refusing to hand over to the US or
Britain two Libyans suspecied of bombing an Amer-
ican aircrafi. The plane exploded over Lockerbie.
Scotland, in 1988, killing 270 people.

Libya has denied any involvement in the bombing
and refuses to extradite its two pationals to eitber the
US or Brain for mial.

As a result, an air and arms embargo was imposed
on Libya. Sanctions included the downgrading of dip-
lomati¢ relations and a freeze on some Libyan assets
abroad.

In an agempt to solve the dispute, Tripoli — svp-
ported by Arab and African countries — presented
three altemative solutions:

— The suspects could be tried at the International
Count of Justice in the Hague by Scottish judges and
accanding to Scorish law:

— Trial in a third neutral country other than Eng-
land or America;

— Establishing a special court to try the sus-

pects in any counuy accepted by the Security
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All three oplicns were rejected by the United
States and Britain,

This uncompromising atitude has led Asab
officials to suspect that US political motives
are the main reason behind the sanctions.
Some Arab observers believe that the sanctions
are meant [0 pressure the Libyans until they re-
volt against Libyan leader Col. Muammar
Gaddaf.

Orthers believe that the US -— unabie 1o guar-
antee a new pro-Western regime — only seeks
!,ga;:lripplc the country. cconomically and polit-
ically.

For its part, Libya hailed the ICS ruling. say-
ing that it exposes the fabrications about inter-
national legiimacy put forward by the US and
Britain. Libyan ambassador to the UN. Omar
Dorda, said that Libya would be making pres-
enlations to the Security Council this week,
based on the ruling. He said that he will not
only nsk the council 10 lifi the sanctons when

suspects in the Lockerbie bombing
should stand tial. Rasha Saad reports

they come up for review in early March bur will also
demand compensation for damages from the sanctions
imposed since 1992

The ICT decision was also hailed by Egypt, Syria
and the Arab League as a step towards a possible res-
olution of the issue. Arab League Secretary-General
Esmal Abdel-Meguid 1elephoned Gaddafi on Friday to
congratulate him. Abdel-Meguid also met with Libyan
Foreign Minisier Omar Al-Montasser on Sunday to
discuss means by which they should lobby the Secur-
ity Council. Montasser said that Libya was workin
closely with the Arab League. the Organisation of AE
rican Unity. the Organisation of the Islamic Confer-
ence and the Non-Aligned Movement to reap the fruit
of the ICT decision.

Both Washington and Britain played down the im-

¢ of the ruling and insisted that sanctioas on
Libya will continue. British Foreign Secreiary Robin
Cook said that the ruling is neither a victory nor a de-
feat; a White House spokesman said the ruling was
simply a “techwical decision by the court™

However, Arb League spokesman Talaar Hamed
was guardedly optimistic about the verdict. He told
Al-Ahram Weekly, “The ruling by the ICJ proves the
valid Arab stance on this issue and emphasises the
fact that both the US and Britain have tansformed
their dispute from a legal, into a political one.” He
added that the ruling also proves that the Security
Council adopted resolutions that violated articie 36 of
the UN charter. which stipulates that any legal dis-
%Ies between pations should be referred first 1o the

In March 1992. Libya filed a claim before the ICJ.
It argued that according to the Montreal Convention
on civil avialion law, the two suspects could be tried
in Libya. their home country.

The court initially accepted the case and Libya pre-
sented its first official report in December 1993, Jt
took the ICF 18 months to respond in 1995, But diz-
ing that time, the US and Britain were able 1o push a
resolution against Libya through the Security Council.
The court finally began official hearings on the Lib-
yan pention in Dctober 1997,

Diplomats haggled over yet another resolution on frag;

Who casts
the first stone?

Hopeful about the agreement with Annan but wary qf us
and British intentions, the chief editor of the Iraqi daily
Al-Jumhuriya, in an exclusive interview, makes a plea for
an end to the genocidal sanctions against Iraq

Salah Mokhtar is editor-in-chief of Iraq's Al-Jumhuriya newspaper. He stated
his career as a political writer in 1961, specialising In the US policy in the
Middie East, and produced several books on this issue. Five years ago he was
appointed as editor of Al-Jumburvia. Before that, he worked as assistant Arab
League secretary-general when the Arab body was based i Tunis. He
resigned after [ra;}‘s invasion of Kuwait in 1990 in protest of the Arab
League’s approval of the US-led alliance to hlgernne Kuwmt:

Because of the rare statements by Iraqi officials, Mokhtar’s front-page
editorials are usually quoted by international pews agencies and newspapers
as an expression of the official Jine. Beside the classic official picture of the
young Saddarn, which is present in all government offices, Mokhtar's desk
features a pictare of himself shaking hands with the Iragi president. Mokhtar's
office also has four television sets, picking up CNN, BEC welevision, the
French TV, and perhaps surprisingly, Israeli television. Mokhtar can receive
up to 150 television stations. “but these are the ones 1 prefer to watch ali the

time,” he says.

Whatisyourammtoflastweek‘sagreemutbetween!mqandﬂﬂ
Secretary-General Eofi Annan? . o .
When the inspection teams stant inspecting the presidential sites, they wilt
discover that there is no and there were no weapons in those sites. This
means that the Security Council should put ar end to the blockade imposed

on Irag.

The economic embargo is related directly to the banned weapons. and when
they consider there are no hidden weapons in those presidential sites —
taking into account the thousands of rounds of inspection aver the past seven
years — they should decide whether to lift the em or not

So, do you think the people celebrating in the streets now are hopefal
that the embargo could be lifted?

Not only in the streets, the government and the masses in Iraq and the whole
region is hopeful that the embargo will be Lifted. This reflects 3 feeling
everywhere that this problem has been exaggerated and it shouid be ended.

But do you really think the embargo will be lifted? There are several
analyseswhichindicai::letha:noﬂ:mg' will change as loug as the present
government remaims in povwer.
This is different. This is what we would like $o attract the world's attention
to. We repeatedly said in the last seven years that the US as well as Britain
have political objectives not related to the UN Security Council resolutions.

Unti} 1993, the US and Britain used to repeat that they want nothing but
Iraq’s implementation of the Security Council resolutdons. Now, when they
discovered that Iran has reached the end of the process, they started taiking
about another objective, which is changing the govemment in Iraq. This
cbjective supports the Iraqi view which is that Iraq has been subjected to
atrocities and crimes under the banper of the UN while the reality is that the
US and Britain have other political objectives not refated to UN resolutions.

The US is not a world government to decide who should rule this or that
country. We are [iving in a free world as they claim, but the reality is that we
are witnessing the US practicing world dictatorship. Whe gave the US .
govermment the right to impose a specific government on Irag?

If they are really serious about spreading democracy throughout the world,
they have to start to respect the right of nations to choose their governments.
‘This is hypocrisy.

But do you believe that Iraq has already implemented all its obligations
according to Security Council resolutions?

The crisis is purely a legal ¢risis which started after Traq’s invasion of
Kuwait. We withdrew from Kuwait; we isedd Kuwait as a state and we
recognised its border; we accepted the principle of compensation and we have
implemented, according to former UNSCOM Chairman (Ralph} Ekeus and the
present Chairman (Richard) Batler, more than 85 per cent of our obligations.

But according to our belief, we bave implemented 100 per cent of our
obligations. Why do they keep delaying the lifting of the embargo and
creacttll_ng a!)mﬁcml crises from time to time just fo justify the continuaton of
sanctions?

After Ms [Madeleine] Albright became secretary of state, she said officially
and openly that the US will never accept lifiing the embargo unless the
presem government is replaced by another government. Mr [Bill] Clinton in
November last year repeated the same thing.

But do you think that the desire to change the govermment in is
limited to the US and Britain? There are ol‘.hergovAnb eounu'ih:l?o hao\lrlulzr
publicly or secretly expressed similar feelings.

No one can change tte situation in Iraq. This is an illnsion. The fast seven
years proved that all American attempts, including the 1991 Gulf War, have
failed 1o achieve this objective. Nearly 700,000 soldiers, with 500,000
Americans smong them, with all their military capabilities and those of other
counties such as Britain, France, and the 30 states which took part in that
war, failed to achieve this objective.

On the fourth day of the war, [former US President George) Bush
unilaterally declared a cease-fire. Why? Because he was afraid to see
thousands of American soldiers die. The Iraqi resistance was very strong. He
did not want to get involved in another Vietnam. The Americans have no
capacity. except if they destroy the whofe couniry by an atomic bomb, to
topple the presept government

During the latest crisis, the US did not have the approval of any other
country, except Kuwait, 10 bomb Iraq. Saudi Arabia showed signs that it was
ready to normalise ties with Iraq under President Saddam Hussein. Sheikh
Zayed of the UAE [United Arab Emirates], Bahrain, Oman, Qatar and all
;:ther Amal:];ounm;s a;'ethwiﬂi;g 10 ﬂl;em:l;ﬂalise ties with Yraq. But the direct ’

ressire threats of the US are deterre; is i i -
theAsUfngted States othmerim. i Poe. This 1s blackmail by

r Egypt. we have, relatively speaking. very sood ties. good
developments with Syria and Iran. So, whogis calgingg fora ch:::t:l?ov:
governioent in Iraq? Even if we suppase that there were some countries which
support such opinion, who gave them the right to interfere in the business of
the Iraqi people? It is an irony to talk about this issue.

The Americans and the British call for the respect of human rights. What
does this mean? Is it only the right to speak freely? This is not freedom. The
1ih:;slch_umatniwr:,ght|slhe1"1etspectofthel@i.;r.l@'%esofthn:huma.ubeings.Wi:.hom:

pecting you cannot respect political ri tarving i
ca';:_.lgnot ﬁgt;ctioe politics properly. pol; rghts. A s population

c Step towards respecting human rights, is to kift the em
lmﬂ1 and not to commii a genocide as they are doing now. We lolgrlgg
ﬁ:mm;(?%m% uniil Lp_w. n?itl in the war, but because of the embargo.
), oman e because
medicJ;ne et ings die every month of the lack of
.Aﬁerallﬂlis.whocancnnvinceus:ha:mewesm tet

righis? They give more attention to animals than to hmsocxeaes bein,sr,smf;met e

%.:pig?m think that the Iragi regime respects the rights of its own

s Is not the issoe, This is an intemal matter. Does the mie Sandi a

Arabia respect the homan rights of its people? Does the Bgr?t‘i’:h gov!;:'::nent

mspectlher_tghtoflhepcoglemNorﬂ:mlmland?Do!thSmdBﬂmin )

ﬁlﬁgtﬂedthe lives o:gt:l%:tmthi? Vflhy did they use banned weapo .

uranium is during the War?
the so-called Guif Syndrome, which v%e mlEGﬂ‘)ﬂeﬂCmse o%mlr?q?ﬁpons cansed
This is a slogan which no one could accept in couniries subjected m

atrocities. Human rights now is a minor issue for us. When the human being '

cannot guarantee his right 1o live, he or she does not think about their - s

&o‘l:tzl?;s nagg!;ts. They woulcdoilllae first ﬁ::::l Zuarantee their Hves, My mother died ’

becauge we not ici

d?v medlcx';e,h:he cs:lldd::ave been alive ;h:wmedmme 10 treas bex. If we found

. Noone ves US or Britain respect human rights. This is a j

in Ir;:t; and everywhere. They have @ monarchy in Kuwaitg:hm wo::;'wkg

lc:nlg even vole, aud those who eajoy this right are the wealthy people only. =
uwail, there are many degrees for citi h?.lsthisdemocracy?Wheu )

are human rights bere? Why don't they subject Knwait to the same atrocities? .

A least in Irag, we have one citizenship. : T
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commentators debated the stand-o_ﬂ’_s winners and iosers; in iraq, the children continued to die. Khaled Dawoud, in Baghdad, reports on the destruction of a nation
One wee_k_after Irag’'s govemment signed its agreement with the United Nations, temporarily putting off
the possibility of a US military strike against Baghdad, most lragis remain uncertain of their future

in between

“There is no smhiliryino;:;- lives h. -
pends on political develo ts coming from-

the United States,” said a street

vendor at the Shor E

town B popular Shorja raarket in down-
"Our future is yncertain. We cannot trust the

Americans. They can launch another war

aganst us at any time,” he added. '
The fact that the US continaes to maintain a

heavy milir:u-g presence in the Gulf region adds
05 most 15,

to the fears

Washinglon said it will keep its troops on -

alen to ensure fraq's respect of the recent agree-
ment it signed with United Nations Secrezary-
General Kofi Annan granting *unconditional
and unfettered” access to eight presidential sites
where the Americans claimed that biological
and chemical weapons were hidden.

For Iragis, the agreement reached with Annan
was a “vi ", maiking a growing world op-
Bosition to US threats to bomb their country.

- “We were hopefal afler reaching this agree-
memt But the American stand is making us
very wortied all the t;lme." sm:)Khaled Huss-
¢, a government employee who was shopping
at the same Shorja maxket.
* He added that besides the fear of a new war,

. all Iregis are mostly worried about their living

conditions. Shority before Iraq invaded Kuwait
in 1090, Hussein's monthly salary was 84 di-
%agsﬁ—atthe:imeonekaqidinarequalnd

“I msed to live well. I didn’t worry about
food or clothes,” he said. Afier seven years of
tigh: UN sanctions, leading to the virmal col-
lapse of the Iraqi etonomy. the market ex-
change rate for ope US doliar is 1,400 to 1.500
Iraqi dinars. Now Hussein’s monthly salary is
m Imgi dinars. or slightly more than two

. Before the embargo, a canon of 30 eggs use:d

Now, the same camon cous 3,000 dinars. The
same goes for basic foodstuffs such as sugar,
rice, wheat, tea, and cooking oil.

Iragis were aiso known for favouring meat in
most of their meals. including breakfast. A kilo
of meat used 1o cost four dinars. Now, a kilo of
mext costs 4,000 dinars. and most Iragis admit
with shame that they only have falafe! sand-
wiches for breakfast, Junch and dinnar,

“Now. when one of my fomily members is
sick, [ panic. I don"t know how I will be able
to get the money for the medicine. In most cas-
es, the medicine is not available, and if it is. it
is very expensive,” Hussein said.

Like most Iraqi government employees, who
are probably the worst hit by the economic
sanctions. Hussein works another job afier his
office hours. selling ciparettes. Others sell
sweets. newspapers. and anvthing else which
would allow them to make some extra money.

“Had it not been for the government food ra-

uons, we would have staved,” said Yassin Ah-
med. another governmeni employee. “When |
bave a crisis in the family. 1 sell some of the
whear, rice or sugar we get from the gavemn-
ment ™

In the Friday smreet markets in Baghdad. Ira-
qis sell whatever they can 1o make some extra
money. Television seis, radios, furniture,
watches — nearly everything is on sale.

And peasly all cars in Irag drive through the
strects with a shattered front windshield. Some
are so shattered that one wonders how the driv-
er can see throngh themn at all, “What can we
do? We have no money 10 change them.” said
one driver,

Conservative Irag) families also prevent their
women from working or walking alone in the
streers. “Because of poveny, many women
have now tumed to selling their bodies in order
to be able to make a living. 1 will never allow
my wife to work although she is a university

graduate,” said Al Abdel-Hussein, 2 1eacher.

But standing ncar a buge portrait of Iragi
President Saddam Hussein (there is oe on
nearly every strect in the country) one Iraqi ex-
pressed in a hushed voice what many fear 1o
say in public.

“We are starving to death while Saddam is
building more and more palaces. What are all
these palaces for? Why doesn™ he give us this
money Lo buy food and medicine?” said the Ira-
qi citizen who, rather obviously. asked that his
name be withbeld.

“In irag, we cannot mentioo Sxddam's pame
without saying: may God preserve him." said
another [raqi, who asked for dozens of as-
surances that his name would not be mentioned.

“We would like to leave. Bul one exit visa
costs 400,000 dinars. For a family of five like
mine, I need two million dinars. [ will never
zet this money. and my only wish right now is
10 remain alive,” he added.

I"'.\
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to cost 400 Traqgi fils, or less than half a dinar.

o

1e children die

At Séddani’s Hospnal for 'Childreﬁ, Iraqi doctors a_nd nurses watch at least five of their patients die every day because of a lack of medicine

“It is extremely damaging... when a doctor feels that
he can do nothing to save his patients,” said Samir
Kalander, the 40-vear-old director of Saddam’s Hos-
pital for Children. Tt affects our personality and mo-

rale when we feel that we don't kmow what to do.

But we have no altemative but to contitme working, .

u'yin%:;mve as many lives.as we can,” he added.
In

t of the hospital bundreds of Iragi women .

impatiently queue, camying malnourished children
looking for treatment. Usually. none is available.

In the hospital's different units, newly bom babies
and others less than a year-old Hie on their beds.
Their mothers sit next to them doing nothing bt
praying to God and cursing the United States which,
after sev;n:gm of economic sanctions, they blame
for their ing. ’ :

The Bospital fst opened in 1986 with space for

360 beds.' Now, the hospital receives 2,000 patients
daily with the admission rate to the emergency umit
ranging anywhere betwesn 100 to 200 cases. .
According to Iraqi statistics, backed by inter-
national heafth organisations, an average Of 4.9q4
children below the age of five died every month in
1997 due to makmutrition and lack of medicine. For
childrer above the age of five, the figure is even
worse, with 7.162 deaths per month dunng the same
period. In a recenty released report by UNICEF, 31
per cent of Iragi children below the age of five suffer
ere malnutrition. : -
se.vw main problem is the shortage of medicine. it
is not sufficient to treat the patients,” Kalander said,
Due to foad shortages “all of Iraq's children snifer

War deferred but the camage goes on

from one degree or another of malnotrition. Children
are not receiving the necessary diet and babies are
often born prematurely, or else below the proper

- weight. Mothers are also malnourished. So, when

habies are delivered they are vulnerable to infections

"and any simple problem might result in a fatality.”

The hospital also lacks the necessary spare paris to
maintain #t5 buildings and theawres. Of the four lifts
in the seven-storey building only one works, though
only for a few hours a day.

Syringes, which-should be discarded after a single
injection, are often used up 10 10 times, according to
Bahera Obeid, a nurse who has been working at the
hospital since it was first opened. There are severe
ok Sraga, Sanqulises, “pracaially everhing
toxic drugs, i i everything,”
according to Obeid.

Iragis, who enjoyed a high standard of living be-

.fone:he1991 Guif War, are now prey to diseases, in-

cluding cholera, polio and whooping cough, which

were once on the verge of being eradicated.

Some 9,000 cases of cholera were reported last

- year, none In 1989. An increasing number of chil-

dren are also suffering from cancer, leukaemia and

limophthises. According to Dr Alas Abdel-Mohsen,

who works at the same tal, incidents of lev-

lé?femia have increased 70 fold since sanetions took
ect.

“Doctors have noticed that many forms of cancer
in children bave not been seen before in such young
patients.™ according to Kalander.

“Most children come to our hospital only to die.

We waich them dying, suffering severe pain, but we
can’t offer them treatment. Sometimes. we don't tell
their families that we dog™ have the medicine, and
may give them sopportive therapy. But this Jasts
only until they die.™

“These are children who are suffering. They are
noi politicians, they are victims. I blame those re-
sponsible for the sanctions for their suffering,” he
added.

The oil-for-food programme. in effect since
1996, had not led to any improvement in health
conditions according to Kalander. The programme,
which allows Iraq to sell 52 billion of oil every six
months to buy food and medicine, is now in its
third phase.

Yet out of the $2 billion. 30 per cent goes towards
paying compensgtion io states and individuals
harmed by the Gulf War. And ow of the remaining
$1.3 billion, $900 million goes 1o buying necessary
foodsmufls, with only $200 million allocated to buy-
ing medicine and drugs. according to UN officials
working in Iraq. The remaining $200 million covers
the expenses of the various LN teams operating in
the country.

Bt the reel problem. according w Kalander, lies
in the complicated procedures of the UN sanctions
commitiee which has to approve every single con-
tract requested by Irag to buy medicine and food.
“The amount is not enough. and the delays and com-
plicated procedures (of the UN sancticns comminee)
mgdans there is no continuous flow of medicine.” he
saic.

Memorial to
‘smart bombs’

The Ameryah shelter, bombed by the United States during the
1991 Gulf War, stands as a chilling reminder of the human cost
exacted by America's sophisticated arsenal

Umm Ghaidaa lost nine relatives, in-
cluding her two children on Tuesday, 14
February, 1991, when a bomb shelter in
the upmarket district of Ameryah, on the
outskirts of Baghdad, was bombed.
Dressed in black and wearing 2 chein
with 2 picture of her daughter, Ghaidaa,
anached, she now receives visitors to the
huge Finnish-built shelter at the entrance
of the building.

Stace rhe death of her family. she has
been living in the small room at the en-
trance of the shelter originally built for
the porter. She refuses 1o tell visitors her
real name. “!1 am just Umm (the mother
of) Ghaidaa. Since my daughter and son.
my sister, her two children and four
nephews died I have no name. It does
Dot exist any more,” she said.

When Umm Ghaidaa speaks she does
not look at the person she s ralking to.
She recalls the memories of that horrible

day as if a recorded message is being

played.

“I went out just an hour before the
bombing, which took place at 4.30pm. 1
went o wash some clothes, and I came
back to find all my family killed. I could
not even find the remains of my daughter
Ghaidaa. Her body melted.”

Given American claims that their
bombing of the shelter was a “mistake™,
one might imagine Al-Ameryah shelter
to be some underground complex or a
small hidden building. It is not. Ir is a
huge building, standing alone in grounds
that cover more than an acre. “Misiake.”
when you stand in front of the building,
becomes a ghoulishly unconvincing eu-
phemism,

Upon entering the shelter, Umm Ghai-
daa asks visitors to read Af-Fariha (the
opening sura of the Qurian} or draw a
cross. Then she begins to tell the details
of the crime.

There are 44 similar shelters in Iraqg, 33
built by 2 Fionish company and 10 built
by Sweden. The Iragi government de-
cided to build the shelters shortly after
Israel bombed Irag’s nuclear reactor in
1981 and as the Iran-Iraq war reached its
peak. with tong-range missiles targeting
the heant of Baghdad.

The shelters have five-tonne doors
which close automatically in case of
chemical artack. The wnderground floor
incledes water tanks, toilets, showers
and supply rooms. The top floor was re-
served for accommodation, with rows of
three-siorey beds. Now the beds are
gone. What is left are pictures of the
families who were killed in the rocker ai-
tack, hanging on the walls and sur-
rounded by the flowers left by visitors
who rwo weeks ago marked the seventh

anniversary of the death of their loved-
ones. -

Since men abave the age of I8 were
serving in the army a1 the time, the pho-
tographs are mostly of babies, women
and children. The pictures of each family
are placed together in a frame with their
pames and ages.

This is a family of nine all gone, a fam-
ily of six all gone, a family of four all
gone, Umm Ghaidaa goes on and on.

“This is Ghaidaa, can yoo see her
beautiful smile? She was 13. She is the
weapon which the Americans sajd was
hidden in Ameryah.”

Americags, using their “smart bombs™
used two guided missiles to blow up the
shelter. The first rocker drilled a hole in
the shelter's thick ceiling, preparing for
the second rocket. There were 1,200 peo-
ple inside the shelter. When the rockets
hit, the place mumed into an overheated
oven, with temperatures of over 4,000
degrees. The heat was so intense that the
five-ton doors melted.

“Look at the ceiling. these are prints of
hands and legs which hit the ceiling and
were stuck there after the bombing. This
is the print of the body of a young wom-
an who was stuck to the wall, and this is
the print of a mother who was holding
her baby,™ Unmm Ghaidaa said.

Nor was the situation berzer for those
on the pnderground floor at the time of
the attack. The rockets blew up the hot
water tanks, boiling alive all those who
were down there. Again, pointing at the
walls, “'this is the skin of those who were
killed stuck to the wall, this is the pupil
of an eye, this the print of a spinal cord.”

Beside residents of Al-Amervah who
had taken refuge in the shelter. Egyptian.
Jordanian and Palestinian families were
among the victims,

“If this was a military base. why did 1he
Americans, with all their technology, not
bomb it in the moming when there was
nobody staying at the shelter.” Umm Ghai-
daa said. When told that Western reports
stated that only 640 people were killed,
she said this was not mue. “We registered
the names of all those who were staying at
the shelter, and there were 1.200. But
many bodies totally melied and nothing
remained of them. In the other cases, we
only found a hand or a leg.™

The last pictures shown by Umm Ghai-
daa were of the Cable News Network
(CNN) cameraman filming the remains.
“CNN said mioutes after the bombing
that this was not a military sheiter. But,
so what? Will this bring Ghaidaa and
Mustafa back? They were killed by the
criminal [former US President George])
Bush.”

A United Nations official said that seven years of tight economic

sanctions against iraq have done damage 1o nearly all aspects of life ina
couniry where 23 million psople once enjoyed a high standard of living

il-for-food deal allowed Trag to sell’ $2:4
mo:wanhofuﬂeverysixmths(mm

to buy food and medicine. Buf due to the
o e of the UN sanctious.

compli 9
committee, many approved contracts to prmnde
foodandmediciiewcredelayednndguodswm
not delivered . :

‘According to Denis ‘Halliday.- the UN co--

ordinator responsible for overseeing the
I

implemelll:ig:qof the oil-for-food deal, the sanc-
Hons commitrec has in the past blocked the par-

B f pencils. cotton sheets znd ambalances .
because, they might be used for militmy por-,

. Pencils containing ite and cottod .
smammﬂy'mighthusﬂ!mmhm-
jtary faiigues.

“But what frostrated us most was'ﬂn: blocking
of the ambufances, There are practically no am-

ces left in Traq yet it took six months for us’
:’:lgn:: just six. Now 39 have ardved, and 200

have finally been appror Ithmkthemm
we need is 1,000, Halliday said.- S

Following:helmfstcnu.';ls between Irag and g
access for s jnspecti

teams to presideati ! .
m resolution allowing the increase

?nn-aqioilsales'mss.zbiﬂion.- LT
said it would rot be able to produce-more.

mau:qs:smbillion worth of ofl becaose of the de- °

terioration of its production and pumping facil-
Hties. The UN the opew programme to go
into effect by the end of March; following fur-

-ther consultations with Baghdad.

But if the increase in oil production is to be-
come a reality, Halliday insists, the sanctions
committee has v approve Ireq's long standing
request to pmased pmpmducuun and pumping
equipment and § 2 .

During UN Sl;g:my-ﬁemral Kofi Amnan’s
Larest vist to Baghdad, he met with top Traqi of-
ficials and promised to enconrage the sanctions:

" committee 0 o the “That
agree spare parts.

would be a tremendous gh for every-
body concerned,” Halliday said,

“Tt is 3 vicious circle. If 'yon don’t pump and
sell, then you have no revenues and cannot pur-
chase basic zoods.”

One result of this dilemma is that 31 per cent
of Iragi childrer below five years, and 30 per
cent of adulis, suffer chronic malnprition. “The
damage done by this canno be repaired easily,”

skills, and so o, which clearly is very tragic. We -
" have diminished the education system in this
. "country throngh sanctions," Halliday added,

* “Now you have a generation of young Iragis
coming up attending schools where the system

)
r

has collapsed, there is no heat. no sanitation, and
often there are no books or paper. So, there is a
huge potential for young people not being able to
develop and grow into useful citizens as they
would have done withoot the sanctions.”

On another level, many young professionals ed-
ucated overseas have lef{ “There is 2 massive
brain drain in Iraq. There are hundreds of thou-
sands of professionals who have left the country
for opportunities oversees,” Halliday said.

It is estimated that some 5,000 Iragis have gone
to Malaysia, 25- 30,000 10 Libya and hundreds of
thousands to and North America. ac-
cording to the UN official.

“That’s a remendous loss. These people are
teachers, engineers, architects, technologists.
What is more tragic, however, is that there are
good people still in this counry, bur there is no
professional work for them” he said .

When UN agencies advertised for jobs a8 driv-
ers, Halliday said, applicants often had masters
degress. “They should be doing somethjng more
useful and productive for Iraq. The um-
employment fate here is horrific.”
diA"“"d"“S to Halliday deteriorating Enmicgnl

tons were not affeciing poor Iraqis, bul
" also the middle cl:;ss.myes and :3::: top officials. “I
is not just the people whom you see begging. for a
coupie of dinars at traffic lights. 1t is everybody.

Yon find the most senior government officials
depending an the assistance provided by the oil-
for-food deal,™ Halliday said.

“Iraqi officials and techoocrats are an oui-
standing group of individuals, highly committed
and motivared to make the best out of the dif-
ficult sttwation they face. They have a fre-
mendously difficult job 10 make things work an-
der very difficult circumstances and personal
difficulties in terms of income and family peeds.”
he added.

“Many of them feal humiliated by this pro-

{oil-for-food]. The thought of food bas-
kets for an oid and proud counmy that poes back
to Mcsopotamia js for many of them a tre-
mendous humiliation. They resent the fact that
we are here assessing their needs, controlling
their purchases and monitoring their distribution
system,” the UN official said.

Deteriorating living conditions have been ac-
companied by the breakdown of Iraq’s mans-
poriation sysiem and mannfacuring base. “The
aconomy,” Halliday insists, “has collapsed due to
the imposition of sanctions.”

After Iraq increases its oil sales, according o
the newly approved Security Council plan, the
UN hopes to increase Iragi food purchases from
the cuxrent leved of $900 million to $1.5 billion.

“My estimate is that we need twice that, That

L

still keeps people at the very basic level of needs
such as wheat, rice, sugar, tea. cheese and pow-
dered milkc”

He added that foodstuffs such as chicken, meat
or eggs are now “luxury items, which would not
have been the case before the sanctions.™ Pur-
chases of medicine should also increase from the
current 3200 million to $776 million, according
to the new oil-for-food plan.

Seven years of sanctions have also meant an in-
creasing sense of “isolaon and alienation™
among youag Iragis who can no lopger afford to
travel and do not have access 10 new books, tech-
nology or any sert of information,

“These are the young men and women who are
going to be the leaders of this country, and this
sense of isolation is going 10 have an impact on
the future of relations between Irag, its neigh-
bours and the rest of the worid,” Halliday said.

The UN official concluded that “sanctions do
not work. They have a devastating impact on
small people, innocent people... There has 1o be a
better way for the international community to
deal with member states who act improperly.”

“Sanctions enhance the leadership. If yon have
people worrying about schools, their kids and
providing them with food and drugs, they will
have no time 10 worry about the government...
They worry about snrvival.”



6 International

Al the end of World War I1. the United
States was in a position of power and
wealth with no histerical precedent. It
used this power to organise the world in
accord with the interests of domunant
elements of the domestic sociery. In the
words of the noted diplomatic historian
Gerald Haines, also the senior historian
of the CIA. “the United States assumed,
out of self-interest. responsibility for the
welfare of the world capitaiist system.”™

_A central part of that task was the de-
sign of an intemational econontic order
— called “the Bretton Woods (BW)
system” refemring (o the 1944 confer-
ence at Bretton Woods where the major
institutions and framework were de-
veloped by the US and Britain. Their
goal is commonly described as the con-
struction of an open. liberal economic
order, but that is only partially accurate.
The BW system was designed to liber-
alise trade. bur not capital movements.
which were to be repulated and con-
wolled. The functop of the Inter-
national Monetary Fund was to fa-
cilitate these arrangements.

There were two basic reasons for this
decision. The first was the belief that
fiberalisation of finance often interferes
with liberalisation of trade. a high pri-
ority for the US in a period of vast
manufacuring surpluses and capial re-
sources. The second was the recogmi-
tion thmt free movement of capital
would undermine government decision-
making, and also the welfare state,
whick had enormous popular support
As Roosevelt’s representative Harmy
Dexter White explained the common
understanding. without capital conrrols

govermments would be unable to coo-
duct fiscal and social policies because
of “flights of capital, motvaied either
by prospect of specolative exchange
gain. or desire o avoid infladon. or
evade taxes.” Not merely the social
contract that had been won by fong and
hard struggle. but even substantive de-
mocracy, require control on capital
MOvemes,

The BW system remained largely in
place undl the early 1970s. when the
Nixon administration dismantled iL
This was a major factor in the enor-
mous explosion of capitl flows in the
years that followed. Foreizn exchange
mansaciions rose from $18 biflion a day
20 years ago o over Sl trillion a day in
1995. 10 times the daily valae of inter-
oational trade. dwarfing the capital re-
senves of the most powerful states.

The composition also changed rad-
icallv. In 1970. 90 per cent of trans-
actions were related to the real econ-
omy (trade and long-term investinent),
and 10 per cemt were speculadve. By
1990. those figures had reversed, and
by 1995 it was estimated that 95 per
cent is speculative, most of it very
shoritermt.  Meanwhile. the rch
(OECD) counmies ended capital con-
trols,

The resulis generally confirm the ex-
pectatons of Brerton Woods. There has
been 2 serious attack on social support
systems and a sigmificant iocrease io
protecionism and other market inter-
ventions. led primarily by the Reagan
administration. Markets have been far
more volatile, with a sharp rise in dan-
gerous crises. The IMF virally re-

Noam Chomsky
on the shackles the
free movement of
capital leaves behind

versed its functions from constraining
financial mobility to enhancing it while
serving as debt manager for the rich.

It was predicted at once. nombly by
Nobel Prize laureatle in economics
James Tobin, that financial liber-
alisation would lead 10 a low-growth,
low-wage economy in the advanced in-
dustrial societies. Thar has happened.
100, For the past 25 vears, rates
have declined sharply in the OECD
countries. In the US, wages and income
have stagnated or declined for the ma-
jority of the population, while the top
few per cent have gaiped emormously.
Inequality has returned 1o levels of 70
years ago. UNICEF's 1997 review of
the world reveals that the US has the
warst record amoug the industrial coun-
tries. ranking alongside Cuba by such
standards as mortality for children ug-
der five, and also holding records for
hunger, child poverty, and other social
maladies. Similar though less extreme

effecs can be fourd timoughout the
OECD. .

The effects have been far more grim
in the Third World. Comparison of East
Asia and Latn America 15 illuminating.
Latin America has the world's worst
record for inequality, East Asia ranks
among the best. The same holds for ed-
ucation. health, and social welfare gen-
erally. Imports 10 Latin America have
been heavily skewed towards consump-
toa for the rich; in East Asia, towards
productive investment. Capital flight in
Latin America approached the scale of
the crushing debt; in East Asia it was
tightly controlled. In Latin America, the
wealthy are generally exempt from so-
cial obligations, Brazilian economist
Bresser Perera points oot its problem Is
“subjection of the state to the rich.”
East Asia differed sharply.

The only Latin American country
considered a possible candidate for
joining Asia’s “Tigers” Chile, is an in-
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teresting case, The free market expen-
memn:Fthe Pinochet dictatorship led 1o
prter disaster by the early 1980s. Since
then. the economy has recovered with a
mixture of siate imervention (including
the nationalised copper fimm. a leading
exporter) and conwols on short-rerm
capital movements. ) .

More recently, Snancial liberalisation
has spread to Asia. The most important
of the Tigers, South Korea, removed
capital controls to qualify for enzy 1nio
the OECD. That is widely regarded as @
significant factor in the recent crisis In
South Korea, as in the region generally.
along with a range of market failures,
carruption, and structural problems.

The problem of capital flight is nat
limited to the Third World. After
World War IL there was a masstve flow
of capital from to the US.
Cooperative capital controls could have
kept the Runds at home for the re-
construction of Europe, but US policy
makers preferred to have wealthy Eu-
ropeans send their capital 1o New York
banks, with the costs of reconstruction
transferred to US iaxpayers. The device
was called “the Marshall Plan”, which
approximately covered the “mass
movements of nervous flight capital”
that feading economists had predicted,
and that toak place.

For Third World countries that have
been unmable to control their own
wealthy classes, the debt — which
grows rapidly despiie huge interest pay-
mients — is a strangiehold on develop-
ment and social policy. There has been
consideration of debt relief or cancella-
tion. That would not be unprecedented.

)

When the US 1ok over Cuba 100 vears
ago it cancelled Cuba’s debi 1 Spain
on the grounds that it was an “odious
debt,” with no legal or moral standing
because it had been imposed upon the
people of Cuba without their cossent.
and had served to repress thera. The
same ment extends to the cument
Third World debt, Another option is the
fatist principle that responsibility
falls upon those who borrow and lend,
The monev was not borrowed by cam-
pesinos, workers, and sium-dweflers;
they gained linle or aothing from Ii: in-
deed they ofien suffered grievously
from its effects. But they are the ones
who are held r;s;lnjo;sihle for nI::
nt, along wi laxpayess,
F;.:ynt::nlswhgmadebadlomorm:
sconomic and military elites who €n-
riched themselves while wansferring
their wealsh to banks in New York and
London. .
The debt is a social and ideological
construct. pot a simple economic fact.
Furthermore, as umderstood long ago,
capital flight serves as a powerful
weapon against social justice and de-
mocracy. even free rade. There is noth-
ing inevicable about thess <con-
sequences. Technical devices 1o
alleviate their wcrsl:ueﬁl:;c'ls ::'ei ;310-
posed years ago, but have S=
missed by powerful interests that ben-
efit, whatever the buman costs. More
generally, these effects result from de-
cisions made within buman institutions
thar must face the 1est of legitimacy.
and if they do not meet it, can be re-
placed by others that are more free and
more just, as often in the past.

Roger
and out

Roger Garaudy was absent Friday
when a Paris court sentenced him ic a
total fine of 120,000 francs for “racial
defamation™ and “contesting the reality
of crimes against humanity”. Peter
Snowdon reporis from Paris on the
reign of the pensée unique

The Garaudy trial reached ar least a provisional
conclusion on Friday. when the 17th court of the
Tribunat Correctional in Paris pronounced judge-
ment on the author of 7The Founding Myths of Is-
raeli Politics and his first publisher. Pierre Guil-
laume. The judgement. while clear in its rhetoric
and terms. still left enough margin of ambiguity
for Roger Garaudy™s lawver, Jagues Verges. to
describe it as a ~first victory™ for his client. What
his next victory may be is uancertain. w say the
{east, given such a precedent.

Guillapme and Garaudy escaped six months” im-
prisonment on the grounds that the first edition was
sold only by subscription to regular customers of
Guiflaurne’s. and was thus not a sufficiently ~pub-
lic™ acL. On the four other charges brought against
the writer for the second edidon. published at his
own expense in 1996, the court found Garaudy in-
nocent of “incitation to racial discrimination, ha-
tred or violence™. but guilty of “racial defamation™
for the passages of the hook denouncing the
“Shoah business™. and of “contesting the reality of
crimes againsi humanity™. for his arguments de-
nying the genocidal intentions and actons of the
Nzzi regime. He was condemned to a total fine of
120,000 francs (approximately LE70.000) on four
counts. The philosopher immediately made it
known that he would appeal against the judgement
“on principle™.

While the count was grandly declaring Garaudy
innocent of inciting raciaf violence, outside the
courthouse the French police proved themselves
(once more) incapable of preventing racial vi-
olence from actually breaking cut. A group of
young Zionist extrentists taunted Garaudy's sup-
porters before anacking them. Insults were ex-
changed on both sides. Six people are to bring
charges against their aggressors, as well as two
Arab journalists, one Egyptian and one Saudi
Arabian, who were atracked a litde later as they
attempted to take the Metro. An organisation
known as Betar-Tagar semt a communiqué to
AFP in which they claimed responsibility for the
attacks, declaring that “following the expression
of anti-Semitic and revisionist ideas by Ga-
raudy’s friends, the negativists were punished.”

Eagerly awaited throughout the Arab world, the
Garaudy judgement seems to have left France —
or at least the French — largely indifferent. If L
Momde accorded the fate of the “former Com-
munist Party theorist™ two-thirds of 2 page in its

Sunday edition, most other newspapers confined
themselves to a brief jlem reconding the rerms of
the judgement and noting the fracas-that followed.

This lack of interesi has many couses. While
Garaudy has been clevated, perhaps too rapidly.
1o the status of martyr-in-waiting for many Mus-
liras. he had long since managed to alicnate the
sympathy of almost all his compatriots in his ear-
lier incarnations as authorilasian Catholic and
Stalinist ideologue. He is perceived here, by
those who know anything about him, not as a viec-
tim of Western hypocrisy about “free speech”.
but as an opportunist, who takes advantage of
democratic hberties to advance his own essential-
ly anti-democratic ideas, and who (fortanaiely),
has always been more interested in self-
promotion than in obtaining real power. As one
political observer, who asked not to be named.
told the Weekly: “All Garaudy needs to do now lo
completely discredit himself, is convert 1o Juda-
ism.™ And he added, *1 wouldn't pur it past him.”

The Freach are also suffering from an overdose
of political and politically-inspired trials: the wial
of the former Vichy police chief. Maurice Pﬁlip:n.
is turning into a soap opera to rival that of Klaus
Barbie: almost every week, a new political scan-
dal is uncovered conceming the previous or
present government; and above all, the country is

currently rocked by a series of cases of paedophil-
ja apd child abuse. In this context. in which his-
tory is being rewritten every day by lawyers and
Judges. it is hardly surprising that for most people
the truth seems to be receding rapidly behind the
horizon, and their interest with it. The more litiga-
tion is carried on, and the more comprebensively
the media report each stage in every drama, the
harder it seems to be to know who really did
what, when, to whom, or why any of it really mat-
ters,

The result is a panicularly insidious form of
“virtue™. As the writer of one letter to Le Monde
this week pointed out. in reference to the count-
less introspective ¢ases in which history is put on
trial: “The aim of the operation is to neutralise
any real inoterrogation of the preseor Since yes-
terday is now a convicted criminal, we know that
we today are just. and at least that everything is
for the best in the least bad of worlds. In this way,
history is mansformed into 2 hegemonic ideology.
la pensée unique, whose only goal is to vindicate
Western “civilieation'.”

There is ne clearer example of this mend than
the Gayssot Law under which Garaudy has been
convicted. The judgement of the court is. in this
sense, a tonr-de-force: while admitting that Ga-
raudy was free to make a “political or ideological

critique of Zionism and the actions of the Isracli
state,” or 1o engage in a “public and scientific de-
bate™ relative to the exisience or otherwise of the
Nazi gas chambers, it nevertheless condamned
him for claiming that the Holocanst had been ma-
nipulated by the International Jewish community
for certain political ends, and for denying system-
atically the existence of Nazi crimes against hu-
manity. Which is rather like saying that he can
say what he wants. as long as he doesn’t say thai.

Just as some Arab intellecmals have wamed
against taking Garaudy as an easy emblem of the
Arab cause, so there are some French intellectuals
who see the Gayssot Law as an essentially to-
wlitarian and anti-historic act. which serves to
confirm the insbility of Europe to envisage its
past objectively. Eitlier we are the priest saiats, or
the biggest criminals, in history. In either case,
aobody else comes anywhere aear us, The Gays-
sot Law, with an essentially criminal elegance,
even allows us to have it both ways.

But in France, this whole teratory is taboo —
noi only for the French. As one young Paris-
based Algerian told Al-Ahram Weekly. “There are
things we can't say out loud here, because we™re
in France. But that doesn't mean we don’t think
then Ask X or Y: you'li see, they're all with Ga-
raudy, all the way ™
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All roads
lead
to Tehran

Iran’s intemational political
isolation is slowiy but surely
coming to an end, writes
Abul-Maati El-Sandoubi from

Rome
.. ]

Ttalian Foreign Minister Lamberto Dini’s
three-day visit to Tehran on Sunday signalled
a formal end to the Furopean Union's (EU}
political boycott of Iran, which started last
April after a German comt found the Iranian
government guilty of ordering the killing of
four Kordish opposition members in a Beriin
restaurant in 1992.

Emerging from an hour-long meeting with
his Jranian counterpart, Kamal Kharrazi, Dini
enthusiastically declared that Iran and Europe
have entered a new e of cooperation marked
by “an open dialogue oo all maners of com-
mon corcemn.” Corfirming the Ttalian min-
ister’s assessment, Kharrazi said thar “the era
of criticising one another is over. Now is the
time to cooperate, We should look to the fu-

ture and increase the fields of jor and
promote mutnal understanding between Iran
and Europe.™

Beyond the goodwill speeches and the of-
ficial posturing, the Ttalian minister rushed 1o
Tehran to outmancenver and outde the French
in boosting trade ties with the Islamic Re-
pablic. The Ttalian daily Lo Stampa suggested
that Rome had to move in fast, especially in
the wake of considerable French and German
investments in the oil-rich country. The EU is
a major trading partver with Iran and has re-
sisted moves by the US, particularly the 1996
Iran-Libya sanctions act, to starve Iran of vital
investment in its oil and gas reserves. “Both
mgrl;.:”the EU are viclt:l;:ms of US extra-

aws. Therefore, should e d
mutual cooperation to redute:ey the USIIE::::-
ocuverability,” wrote the [raniam English-
langnage daily The Tehran Times.

Political analysts believe this new chapter in
Irani-European relations 1o be particularly sig-
nificant in the wake of Kofi Annan’s visit to
Baghdadf-avemn' g an imminent US atack
on Iraq, Directly challenging the US-imposed
bpycongfso-ml]_ led “rogue states™ in the re-
on — including Iraq, Sudan, Libya and Iran
— the Italian foreign minister’s visit seemed
to indicate that the EU increasingly distances
itself from US policy positions in the Middle
East. Eaclier this week, EU foreign ministers
said several encouraging devel in Iran,
including the election last May of moderase
cleric Mohamad Khatami to the presidency,
required a positive policy response from the
Europeans. Explicitly rejecting the American
allegations of Iran’s supposed mvolverent in
_"mte:nahonal ¢rronsm”, Dini emphasised that

Tran’s sponsorship of terrorism was a thing of
e, he position differs sharpl
new EU position differs ly
from US policy which sanctions large in~
vestments in Iran by any country on the
grounds that Iran spoasors and exports “terror-
:rsxﬁ nal A:;;c:zﬂ & B 20 e oo
onal i litany of woes against
Iran, President Khatami retorted by abliguely
ﬂccusmg_theUS_ofusm' g state temrorism by
fing to strike Iraq. “We are strongly op-
posedto_v:m!enceasameanswanend—
;yhedler l:niused by governments agninst na-
o005 or individuals against each gther,” ex-
plained Khatami.
Meanwhile, European investment prospects

appear forthcoming: “Tran’s doors are for
top EU officials to visit our L;.Pk:vm

our wp officials should proceed on visits 1o
Europe to pave the ground for further con-
solidarion of ties.” wrote The Tuhran Times.

Edited by Gamal Nkrumah _
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ably unknown to anyone too young . |

wuqji:
hero

to have lived through the events of
1948.Dm1'ngmemg:nﬂmm,
May of ihat year, however, his -
nasmoe, along with that of the leader -*-
of the Palestinian guerrilias, Abdel-
Qadir Al-Hosseini, entered the -
heatts of the common people on
Arab streets. They chanted his name
in demonstrations, and bestowedl |
upon him the legendary stams of a ¢
savionr. )
He was the jeader of the Arab Lib-
eration Army (ALA), a voluntary -
thousand Axab ir-
regulars formed to help Palestinjans
Tesist the panition of their homeland
after a recommendation made by the
mb Le:%se in Depemb;rl 11347. Un-
el-Qadir -Husseini, .
whose martyrdom in Al-Qastel Bat-
!.leu;lAprilAll%Shmhisnmahst—
ing giow, awngji Lived on, loa
after the humiliating defeat ofﬁ
Arabs, regulars and frregulars, to see
his name ridiculed as i became syn-
onymous with empty talk. - =~ -
Whea he died in Bemut in De-
cember 1976 — he was Lebanese, !

although at ‘the -time . of fis birth Sibh Pors

there was no such a thing as a Leb-
anese mpatiopality — few re- ;=
membered him. Bot the PLO ex- &
ecutive committee, still in ‘Beirt at
that time, fssued a staterment moom- 3
ing his death ‘and recogsising the'
“role he played on the iand of Pal-
estine™, R gt s
Quite why Al-Qawugji became the 572
figure on whom people pinned their
hopes when his record on the bat- -
tlefield was nothing but ‘one defeat’
after another is a question beyond
the scope of this- article. It-would
seem, however, that E:n-ofﬂ:e ce- :
Iebrity surrounding ‘his name was
due to his constant. defiance of the !
dominani powers. A perpetnal rebel, ;
he participated in almost every ma-.
Jjor Arab revolt during the- first half -
of this century. S .
_He nated” from. the Milityy :

fought in the first world war, then re-

(1948-1998) 7

To those who still remember
him, today, his name is
synonymous with the bitter
taste of defeat: of hope
deferred, then disappointed.
But he was 2 hero, then, write
Mona Anis and Omayma
Abdel-Latif the man who
would [iberate Palestine
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The documents at the British Public Reconls
mdwnotmlyammgthewmmonpwple,fm'
amopg the British

that Al-Qawuqji’s. name. was_leg-. -
awthorities a5 well. The Brit- .

some argument, thé ambassador continued, Al-
Qavwuqit persnaded the officer to let him talk to
Abdel-Rahman Azam Pasha, and the Secretary-
of the Arab instructed the officer

1o grant hl;;:hz‘rl-th;;ur visa. Then Azam phoned
Nngrashi a; . an prime minister,
whao feared the news of Al ji's arrival. At
first Nograshi refused to allow Fawa to siay in
Egypt, and asked that he leave immediately. But

"Azam drew his attention to the fact that any
cruclty against Fawzi “munst remain within lim-

s, as he is a natiopal bero.” Finally, Nugrashi

__ tinental,” the -ambassador wired, “and will be
.Jeaving 1o Beinnt midnight tomorrow.™

" -Fiom Lebanon ji made his way to Syr-
ia, where on 3 November 1974 the British chargé
" d"affaires in Damascus reported to the Foreign Of-
‘fice that his American had been to tea

ish, h%wwer, considered him not a hero but a' with Al-Qawugji at the house of bis host, Ahmed

dangerous man, and exerted every effort in at-

tempting to stop him. On his way from Paris'to
Cairo,. the plane camrying him was diverted 'to

i and a British -.officer: ac-"

Lyte A S Yo
search of Al-Qawuqii. If they failed 10 recogmise . ALS] sity, be told the A
y becanse he was sifting next to-, diplomat, was due fo the fact dat “he js rich while

s ing in German. Ll T
lnswife,sPﬁhﬂSof British Coloniil

him, it was onl

In the Hooss Commons,

" Al-Sharabati. The British official noted with not a
* Tittle spitec “He is viog in a phush hoose in the
i owned by Shi-

Arthur Creech Jones was asked what parendy learned that the segular armies of the Arab

;::l becn‘:;:le n%pfdenufy Al-Qawuqpi-in Lydda. i
1es revealed: “Had security forces rec-
ognised him they: would have done. something, .
bufhe:emaimdinLyddaﬁism;ponforonl_y.pqe.-

Cru_ach Jones

and his

g a1 London fom the British am-*

iy Calro, dated | March 1947, provi
mﬁ.m%m Al-Qgwugii’s amival in Egypr:

was exerting every effort in preparing for this pro-
ject, which be had remmed o carryout. - :
- .0n 2 February 1948, AlAkram published an
interview conducted by the UP comespondent in
Damascus, Samir Sodgi,  with Fawzd Al

hndqnadmas follows: “This Arab Jeader, mo-

s ol o i F J3d e

tivated by ntmost resolve, has made of his home
a military headquarters guarded by irregulars in
American military uniform. Not an hour of the
day passes without Bedouins. ts and
young men in modem clothes turning up on his
demanding 1o enljst as volontesrs in the
Arab Liberation Army. He also has headquarters
in Qatanah, where volunteers are undergoing mil-
itary trainiog, waiting o be sent 1o Palestine. He
refused 1o let me visit the place, though, which
0o journalist has ever seen. In his house there is a
special room enteried only by tmsted people: the
room of his aide-de-camp, Mahmoud Al-Rifa’, a
graduate of the Potsdam Military Academy.
While we were 1alking, Taha Al-Hashimi Pasha,
whom military experts say is one of the greatest
military leaders in the Arab world, enered. Al-
Qawnugqji asked io be excosed and took him to an-
other roon. I noticed that Al-Hashimi was car-
rying several large paps of Palestine.” i
- Al-Qawuqji told the UP reporter: “American
policy on panition .of Palestine threatens all
American interests throughout the Middie East.
How on earth can America think of lzying pipe-

" lines in the region now? They have angered the

mbssomuclgthrlnowtheywiu never be able
o carry out a single project.™ .
The tension rose further, and Al-Qawugji's

. plans made front-page headlines. Al-Ahram of 9

February reported; “Attack on Palestine begins
next week.” Below the headline, Al-Aliram’s spe-
cial comrespondent in Damasens wrote: “Well-
informed sources reveal that the Arab leaders
have decided to stage the first phase of their a1-

" tack on the Jews in Palestine in the coming week.

The same sources reveal that Ismail Safwat ¥a-
sha [head of the technical committee formed by
the Arab ] has been appointed general
commanger of the Arab Liberatior Army, while

. Fawaz Al-Qawudqji has been appointed command-

er of the forces stationed in Syvia and Lebanon™
Al-Ahram’s added: “Instead of the
scattered battles that have taken place in Pal-
estine umtil now, Palestine will be divided into
three main froats, so that military operations can

be coordinated acconding to a master plan. Ai-
Qawugji will command a front including north-
ern Palestine and the coastline. including Haifa.
Jaffa and Tel Aviv. He is now in Beirut, working
on the final detaiis of his plan.”

The other two fronts, the comespondent wrote,
“will be Jerusalem and southern Palestine. The
Grand Mufil, Agjj Amin Al-Husseini, will des-
ignate the leader of the Jerusalem front It is said

that the post will go to Abdel-Qadir Al-Husseini, .

while the southern front will be placed under the
command of an Egyptiam leading battalions of
Egyprian volunteers as well as Libyans and the Bed-
oums of the Sinai Peninsula.™ The report concluded:
“0Of course, Taha Al-Hashimi Pasha who has been
appointed General Inspector of the Arab Liberation
Army will be supervismg the overall logistics.™

On 15 Febrnary, Al-Ahram’s main banners an-
nounced: “Arab forces preparing to march on
Palestine. Plans for the war of liberation. The
regular armies’ mission. Damascos lo be the
Arab Army Command headquarters.” Below, the
paper's correspondent in Beirut reported: “The
Arab forces are ready 10 launch the Jihad outside
and inside Palestine according to a master plan,
1o be implemented in several phases.™ He added:
“Four thoosand mujahidin [guerillas] are fight-
ing alongside the Palestinians inside the country,
while hundreds of others are awaiting the onders
of General Ismail Safwat to cross the borders un-
der the command of Fawzi Al-Qawugji.”

The reporter went oa to discuss the positions of
the Arab regular anmies: “On the southern front,
Egypiian forces are stationed in Al-Arish and Ra-
fah near the coast. Behind them are small Egyp-
fian units stationed at various posts along the
Epgypuan-Palestinian borders.” As for the Trans-
jordan Army, the Al-Akhram correspondemt in
Beirut did not neglect 10 mention that “some of
the units of that army are cooperating with the
British troops™. As for the Synan and Lebanese
armies, he noted: “Their forces constandy pairol
the borders and camry out frequent military ma-
neuvers before the Zionist settlements.™

Though the role of these regular armies, re-

Al-Ahram of Feb. 15, 1948 announcing “Arab forces
preparing to march on Palestine”; a news item
.announcing “Qawugji challenges America”™; Qawuqji

. inspecting his forces in Palestine; Azam Pasha,

_ secretary-general of the Arab League, with the Grand

- Mufti Amin Al-Husseini outside the headqguarters of

. the Arah League in Cairo; and a news itern
announcing “Attack on Palestine begins next week”

ported Al-Ahram, “is not yet clear: there is spec-
ulattons that they will enter the Arab areas evacu-
ated by the Bridsh troops. and supervise from
there the military operations carried out by the
Arab Liberation Army.” He added: “It is also
possible. however, thal these armies will engage
in combat with the Zionists. Informed sources,
however, assert that the Arab countries will not
send their ammies to fight inside Palestine as they
are members of the UN. The sole mission of the
Arab armies will be to police the area in order to
cut off any weapons ar food supplies 1o the Zion-
ists in Palestine.”

In an interview in Le Monde, reparted in Al-

Ahrom the same day, Fawzi Al-Qawugji said: ~

“Major military operations have oot started yet,
but when the war breaks om, we will smn the
Jews and the whole world. The war may last for
a month; it could last for a century. But we will
surely win."

At the beginning of March, there was still no
news of the Arab Liberation Army, or its lcader,
Fawzi Al-Qawuqji. entering Palestine. Al-Ahrom
of 3 March reported “the Arab Liberation Army
is anxious to fight™: the aack, however, was
postponed “immiil discussions in the Security
Council are concluded.”

Below the headline, Al-Ahram’s special cor-
respondent from “somewhere jn Palestine™ re-
ported that “crossing into Palestine from Syria or
Lebanon has become easy now™. He himself had
crossed the border by car and met Al-Qawngji’s
men af a post 30 miles incide Palestine, His guide
during thar jouney was a 19-year-old Saudi, who
had toid him that the soldiers longed for the bai-
tle 1 begin, for al they had done thus far was
“child's play™. The young guerilla mused: “War
today is not the war our fathers and grandfathers
fought. Politics are part of war now.”

Quoiaiions from British Forcign Qffice documents
were ansigted from the Arabic siudy on Al-
Oawugji, by Jean Daiah, published in the London-
Based Al-Hayat newspaper, 8-9 February 1998

. ———— T
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G-15 to meet in Cairo

- | . . .
5 THE CHAIRMEN of e e e ol 1113 Maeh
I n g u s I n ess Despite current political problems, Iran and . :h.: d?mlsup ke ;rimgn: o the Tagal rules for coop- &
Iraq are two serious possibilities for etcomc:!mlc ;:aﬁm among the member staies of the econpm
- cooperation with Egypt. Dina Ezzat an group. ' i ies from Latia Amer-
WI t h l ra a n d l r a Niveen Wahish explore the prospects _c: i.f?-z:%maid of ﬁ?;_‘iﬁﬁ'és.fs‘“;’e‘.’éir ogd iy
i : sl ¢ Sles A Egy
India Indonesia, Malavsia. Y’-'Sﬂs!“‘“’:lg?;:' ‘E‘;
babwe. Senegal, Nigeria, Argentiaa, Jamai
\ . . . ezuela Mexico, Brazil and Peru. of the
A delegation from the Federation of ~ Naghi-Kamushi called for the lift- ricuiture tractors were exported to  into consideration the current polit- has some securty COncems. The group was founded in 1989 as an offshoot )
Ezyptan Industries (FEI} is cur- ing of restriciions on commercial Egypl ical dilemma of Baghdad and the  *With lran the govenml;: Wl;l;' Non-Aligned MovemenL. o
remtly visiting Tehrap at the in-  exchanges berween the iwo coun-  Moreover. Egypt is building two  economic sanctions imposed on it ries about the aempts of the Ira- The final report, which will be drasn up in Cairo next
vilation of the Ironian Chamber of  tries and affimed that Iran is “ready  sugar refineries for Iran as a way of  for the last seven years. N nians to export their Islamjc Revolu- week, s expected to set. once and for all, the mﬂhods
Industry. Commerce and Mining to establish air and sea connections paving off a S400 million debt to ~ The FEI had scheduled a visitto  tior but this is ot the case with required 10 enhance and protect investments and i0 aven
(CICM). with Egypr” that country. [raq. but due to the political unmoil  lrag,” said one official. double raxation among the G-15 member stafes.
The visit is intended to reactivate  ~It is indeed interesting to seethat  For the business community this  of the Iast few weeks the visit was  One Iraqgi source said. “The West- The report will be submitted to the meeting of the G-
economic and tade relations be- members of the private sector on  is bur a foretaste of what could bea  deferred. That visit was supposed to  ern countries ane already eyeing cer- 15 trade ministers due to convene in Cairo in May to
iween the two countries whose dip-  both sides are wking serous in- very rewarding economic re- be an attempi to secure Egyptian  tam projects particularly in relation prepare for the group’s foreign ministers meeting also
lomatic ties were cut after the Ira-  itiafives to re-establish strong ec- . lationship. producers a decent portion of the to the oil industry; this is primarily S eheduled 1o take place in Caifo in the same mooth.
njan Islamic Revolution in 1979 but  onomic bonds hetween the two ~Iran 15 @ major country in the deals o export food, medicine, and  why the Russians, French and Chi- Moreover. in May the eighth G-15 summit. (© e at- L3
which have recendy been warming  countries, as this would ultimately Middle East it is also a major ec-  other basic humanitariaa stuff to the  nese fought so bard to prevent the iended by heads of state and government, wilf convene
up [0 each other. enhance bilateral rapprochement ooomic power in the region and it lraqi government within the frame- US from going abead with its plan in Cairo to review world economic developments. The
“The FEI visit is the first [oy an  and thus serve the purpose of im-  is not in Egypt’s interest to ignore  work of the oil-for-food agreement. to launch a military operation cummit will also review a report, submitted by ihe G-15
Egyptian business delegation] in al-  proving political tes.” commented any economic power in the region.”  the volume of which was recently against Baghdad™ last month. finance ministers. on the Asian financial crisis.
most 20 years. It follows the recent one Egyptian officinl. He added. businessman Mekki asserted. He increased from $2.4 billion to $3.2 Manpower is surely one thing thar ‘Also to be considered by the summit is 2 rumber of
moves by the governments of both  ~There are already some business- added, “Within the framework of  billion every six months. Egypt could always export to Irag. developmental and technical projects io which nom-G-13
countries o improve poliical re- men who have started (o find their anempts to strengthen regional re- It was within the framework of Before the Iraqi invasion of Kuwai, eve op: can contribute.
©* lations.” said Abdel-Moneim Soudi.  way around the Iranian bazaar gnd I lations and to boost economic oil-for-food that Egypt last May Egypt used to have an estimated m‘?‘hmbﬂsjnclu de the operation of a geological centre in
chaitman of the FEIL. The invitadon think dat their work has been given cooperation. we camnot ovedook signed diree confracts worth $12.2  hree miiliou blue and_ white coliar B Ff"'a centre for the remewed sources of energy ia
was extended following the Egvp-  the green light by the govermment.”  the role of Iran.” million with Iraq to allow Cairo to  workers in Iraq. "It will be an ec- E"“’-‘ d 2 centre for developing and transferring tech-
‘" tian participatdon in the eighth sum- Egypt and lran had fairly prom- Indeed. one inter-regional frame- export food and derergents. onomjc score if we simply send ;:lypl an Senegal
mil of the Organisation of the I[s- ising economic tdes in the mid- work in which Egypuan-Iranian ec- Following this deal. Egypt has these people back,” suggested one m T‘;EF m Set . ted 10 isste 3 comumuniqué that
lamic Conference (OIC). that was 1970s with several joint banks oper- onomic reladons could be en- twice sent representatives of several  official. . Al s“‘“u mouut.l th::Pec of the G-15 on the main ec-
" held last December in Tehran. with  ating in Cairo and a large texiile fac-  hanced is that of the D-8 (the group  pharmaceutical and food-processing ~ Sending three million people for will spe and mﬁds cal. issues
" a large official delegation headed tory in Suez. There were also pro-  of eight developing couniries) that ~ companies to display their products jobs out of Egypt would not only 0"_?11“;“- - dmemfogoﬂw " it hais vet to be fixed.
" by Foreign Minister Amr Moussa.  jects for bilaeral made agreements has been functioning since 1996.  in the Iraqi capital. mean- redocing the natonal un- A c“_ to Dawlar !su:! T assistant 10 Egypt's min-
;7 TIran’s CICM announced the visit and joim venmres o build sugar re-  Other than Egypt and Iran, mem- Egyptian businessmen say that employment rate, but also some ex- ] co‘}‘d’f'mlg_ affairs on ec onomic matters, the main 4
;- early last momth and said the two  fineries. [ran has also been trans- bers of the D-8 are Turkey, Ma- they are keen to do business with wa foreign currency that will be Ister ot 1o ‘S‘t! this ing is that it will aflow the ‘_‘
" countries would discuss coop- ferring its oil through the pipes of laysia, Indonesia. Pakistan. Ban- the Iragis. According to Mekki. coming 1o the staie coffers from the S'S“‘;sﬁc%nce o nd mee:ulgt to take siock of the recent
eration in heavy industry, the auto-  the SUMED oil line — an operation  gladesh, and Nigeria. “We follow the same approach [that remittances of these exparriates. :’fﬂ >0 stal¢ o developmens and formulate a unified
mobile industry. pharmaceuticals that proceeded uninterrupted even  In the context of D-8, Egypt and  we adopt with Iran] towards Irag.” Moreover, as members of the ecol:m;lllc eve ,
and textiles. during the hardest times of political Iran will be involved in a number  Officials admit that Iraq is an out-  Arab League, Egypt and Iraq should stand for the o s ¢ the emerging economs
The president of the CICM. Ali  friction berween Cairo and Tehran  of projects that will include the oth-  standing economic possibility for be implementing the 10 per cent re- The G-13 rpen oy "th“: 3'6""3"_ gcemmofmnum:s
Naghi-Kamushi. prajsed the visit in the 1980s and early 1990s. er six member states. Egypt, in its the Egyptian business sector. They duction on customs dues among the of the Tlm'di h and.l?‘?y r cent OF % Third World
. and said “considering the desire of  In any event. bilateral wade — gepacity as the lmdeucoordinator of argue ﬁ. si:nhce Irag x spared I.|:I: flt:b states matfv;::t into effect ?t mda;&POP“ ation pe
“our leaders 1w end mis- mainly due o the efforts of the pri- up. is currently working on  threate mili strike over beginning of this year in an ef- .
. understandings belween the Two  vate sector — was reactivated last the tEcI:sibility studies for wade cor- UN inspection ou:'?ts arms facilities, fort to evenmally establish an Arab The EOWIWGBCI" gfng“- G;l_-r:s °°““m‘?nigﬁ$;c§f;’5
countries, the presence of this  year. Egyptian imports from lran in  poration that will aim at encour- Egypt should forge ahead with at-  free trade area. Egypt is one of sev- the Th“g ‘:al . a‘t'. ihle mﬂ Counmics
Egvptian delegation opens a new 1997 are estimated at about S10 mil-  aging trade among the D-8 member  tempts to enhance economic coop-  en states which already started im- Ce%:%; ::xd le"P‘)‘é‘ FS o wl:m ghel 4 in the Ma-
" chapter in relations.™ lion, However. according to sources  states as well as between the group  eration. pleroentation. Irag is among five 2 t ac atglgo -:md slum997 L
The business trip will aiso help in the Commercial Representation and other countries, ~Today we hear some sources states which promised imple- Laysian ‘?Pim m 155 - <ed 10 be hosted by Ja-
" acquaimt  Egvptisn businessmen  Office, there are no official statistics  “Iran has very promising po- suggesting that within 2 year or two  mentation soon. This eight §:111mm1t was supposed Cine domestic fea-
' with the Iranian market. Among the for the size of Egyptian expons lo tentia] for ecomomic cooperation: the economic sanctions on Irag  As one official argued, the Arab maica bat it withdrew its mnd:h dacaynd : E O weill host
" issues which will be considered by  Iran. the political differences hetween might be eased, so il means that Muslim countries of the Middle sons. Egypt offered to play host and Jamaica
the delegation is the mechanism  On the other hand, statistics do  Cairo and Tehran are bound to be Iraq will be working on a wide re- East face a particular common the following 5“31“11“- And, atshoﬂglmélgmpm"d- Egypt
through which Egyvptian indusoy show that Iron has 2 56 per cemi worked out sooner or later, so we conswuctiop process of its infra- threat “just becavse they happen to _will bost the tenth summit in the year . 1 1
. could gain a stable foothold in the share in six joint projects with shouldn’t waste any time because structure to which Egypt should be in a region rich in ofl reserves
. Tranian market. “This [mechanism] Egypt valued at a total of LE216 there are other countries which significantly coritribute.” said one that the West likes to control™ Opening the door
" could include organising an exhibi- million. Among these is the Misr would like to jump on the op- official Therefore, be concloded, “A polit-
. tion of Egypiian goods in Tehran Iran Bank. portunities that are there,™ said one Moreover, sources say, Cairo’s ical-economic strategy should be t h . I
, sometime laler this vear.” said in-  Things are progressing. sources diplomac political problems with Baghdad. worked out to secure Egypt’s close 0 OUSIng OanS
* fuential businessman  Mamdouh  suggest. Egvptan and Iranian busi-  And. according 1o his assessment,  that started with the Iraqi invasion cooperation with these two major ECONOMY Minister Youssef Boatros Ghali hailed this
Thabet Mekki. deputy chairman of nessmen signed a deal last year un- what goes for Iran should also go  of Kuwait, are easier to som ow regional ecopomic powers: Iran week 2 draft law aimed at encouraging banks to extend
- the FEL der which $10 million worth of ag- for Iraq — of course while 1aking 1ban iis problems with Iron, where and Irag.” housing loans to limited-income clicnts. Although the
" w. Ghall
- 1 I . 3 1 N sg:smedetg:nﬁigfte:helss ﬁl.s&';: ﬁlﬁ lhl: gov(zn:ltl:ef:r':
uilding bridges: AmCham’s 15th Doorknock MISSION - feceie o s s & cosmin
" part of the vast cash liquidity currently unused in glf .
. . . e banks into the housing sector, reports Gamal Essam
Amidst unprecedented government attention, a delegation from the American Chamber of Commerce starts on Din. €
- Its annuai Doorknock Mission to the US on 7 March. Aziza Sami spoke with AmCham President Ahmed Shawki c,"‘;..?ﬁd,_’:&‘?;;' mﬂ g; m%" Bm;;g
on the issues the mission will raise with US officials and business representatives : tycoon Talaat Musiafa. According to Mostafa, in 1995
j . the government subminted a similar draft lau{,:xg.;:ciing
~ What is the objective of AmCham"s visit to the US this  For 15 years we have been building bridges and confidence,  On the other hand, the housing loans to limited-income citizens — bus the law
vear and how dgs it differ from previous ones? and 1 think we are getting through. Egyptian companies argue & used the housing itself as collateral and thos gave banks
.- This mission is very important In previous missions. it was . . that the GATT gives them :hed ﬂ%?;tl 10 repossess a mortgaged house m case of buy-
difficult for us to ry o sell Egypt. People were sceptical about American direct investments in Egypt are minimal save a five-year ansition pe- er_rhef lt._ '!'hlslt;: ;':;t r?ec:el:l[. . .
+" the progress made here to encourage investment. This year we  for the petrolemmn sector. Why, in your view, is this the riod. which we should ol e de ﬂqtlml e law, Mustafa said, was tlm it
- are very confident thar we have a success story to well, The case? . ] take until the market can violated article 1052 of civil law, which bans any form
* present government has issued and amended 57 new laws d=~  American invesiors. like any invesiors, have certain re- implement the protection of _con_i_‘iscnnon of nztorégaged public or private housing
regulating the aconomy and encouraging private sector in~ quirements in order to come to a country, such as trans- and absorb expected price units. To address this defect, Mustafa’s draft law — an
- vestment. We also have a success story in the privatisation —  parency, incentives, the availability of infrastructure. tele- increases resuhing from amendment of articles 52 and 53 of the Banking and
not only of the public enterprises. but in the area of infra- communications eic. That is why people are coming now. the payment of royaliies fﬂrgt_i,n Law — will c:lxuu:mpt banks from civil law article 3
-. saucture, such as electricity. airports, and mobile phones. Investments are going to grow and American jovestors will -— because higher drug 1052. This, be said, encourage banks 10 grant hous- -
We now have more confidence to armact the major investors  come for the larger projects. prices will affect health ing toans by giving them the right to repossess the hous-
* for mega-projects, such as Toshka. north of the Gulf of Suez, i N . standards especially of the mgium:ﬂlﬁ case of buyer default. ) )
- Sharq El-Tafriaa (Suez Canal bypass), Sharq E-Ewainat. and ' Will you be prometing any hi-tech projects? low-income groups. After would like to emphasise thar there is a pressing
the mining of iron south of Aswan. The government itself is promoting the high-tech valley near five years, they say the need for this new law because it makes banks play a
: Ismailia. This will be one of the issues we will be discussingg  GDP  will increase, in- very vital role in solving the housing crisis. The govern-
« Did Prime Minister El-Ganzouri give the AmCham delega-  Hi-tech in Egypt is based mainly op automation. Ithink we comes will increase and ment’s current policy is encouraging the private sector
tion any guidelines as to what issues should be highlighted should also give attention to providing employment. One as-  people will be able 10 ab- to build new housing units in the deser in an antempt o
during the mission? pect of hi-tech is the software industry. I think we should en-  sorb the higher prices. reduce the severity of the housing crisis. This palicy,
-~ The guidelines were very direct: 10 work hard with the Amer- courage both Egyptians and American investors to invest in . i . however, could tum out to be a complete fiasco if the
.. ican investor. to Iry to interest the Americans in projects in-  the software industry. What is your position as a representative of AmCham, price of units in new housing communities was foond to
.. volving technology transfer, the development of human re- . who will be going to the US and will be approached by the be beyond the financial capacity of a large number of
- sources and expertis¢ — especially in the field of desert land  Representing the Egyptian side in AmCham, what is your US pharmaceaticals ? . citizens, especially the limited-income categories,” Mus-
- reclamation. position on the issne of American companies pushing for The US side is rying 10 push for earlier liberalisation. By not tafa said. . o
o the rapid Fberalisation of the pharmaceuticals industry? It  liberalising earlier, the Egyptians will not be able to beénefit . Minister Ghali, however, indicated, in a hearing organ-
7 Despite the fact that AmCham bas beea going back to the is argned that this is to the detriment of the industry. from the latest rechnology and developments in the industry. ised by the People's fAssembly Economic Commitee
" US every year for 15 years, it seems that these missions AmCham has members from the Egyptian and American phar- 1 personally think that we should come to a formula and z last Monday, that the bill still has to receive further care-
. have not resulted in a marked increase in direct in- macenticals companies and it is very interesting to see the de- gradual protection scheme for patents that would also ensure ful smdy by the government. “Yes, it is true that Mas-
*  vestments. bate. The American companies are trying to protect their re~  that the prce of drugs will not be increased at the cost of tafa’s law is free from any constitutional defects, but it
" Two years ago, we held a conference on the capital marker in  search aad development and to protect the new products heaith. ) has to be formulated in legal way by government ex-
New York with the banking sector and the financial sector. which they would like to introduce 10 Egypt but are worried  Both sides have a point, but they should ‘come [o a mutually perts.” be said. As a result, the commities decided only
<2 And this has indirectly encouraged several US institutions to  that thess new products will not be covered by (patent) pro-  beneficial agreement — and this is the position we will take to 10 2pprove the bill in principle and hinge its final ap- 4
bring in about US$1 billion in investments to Egypt. tection. the US. proval on the government's reformulation of it. .
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DD Malta Trade Data Bank Computer ]
nk to build training centre National Bank of Egypt Ls
ft @ Arab Land Ba @ Delegatlon m Eg}’p t ENG. SALEH Hegazi, representing A woehly updala on the NBE securilfes Market Indax
THE MALTA Trade Delegationhelda  Malta and Egypt. Data Bank Computer Co, explained from 1926 Februery 1998 |
Deposﬂ:s Gredlt Imrestment series of meetings in Cairo and Alex- The delegamns first round Of Meel-  why his company's pavilion was fload- i
andria designed 1o expand commercial  ings with businessmen took place in ed with visitors during the 5th ACITEX
_” Arfih: & relations between Egypt and Maita. Alexandria on 2 March while their 56~ gxhibition, which was held recently at
Cairo? UL The Trade Delegation was organised  ond was to Calro from 3-4 March at the Cairo Intemational Conference
22 AbdetKhalek Tharwal St Byt - " by METCO (Malta’s national trade pro-  the E-Gezairah Sheraton. These visits  Centro. “Dats Bank Computer is cur-
Heliopolis: Aswam ' - - motion organisation) with the main . are considered important to the grow-  rently constructing the largest inter-
114 Al-Mirghani St. Abtal Al-Tahrir St. support of the Egyptian Business- ing Egyptian marketplace, and the national educational project for data
) Mor men’s Associatian, the Federation of trade rapresentative and the Maiteseé . technology in the country,” he said,
Alexandria: .hounm aSL Egyptian Chambers of Commerce, the  Embassy said that the aim was to wid-  “with investments of LES million being v APy — -
25 Abdel-Sallam Aref Gomhouriya ! - Chamber of Commerce of Alexandria,  en the circle of the Maitese product made on the first stage alons.” The "gmmm% gsnsa """'ﬁ"a.‘,'g regler 3333
fsmailia:  Zagazig: * various business "'Sht“hmis'",EgYPt- market. Tha number of companles in The Centre, which will provide ed- palnts tor e e ageinst 332.75 pomts
Orabi Square *91 Saad Zagioul St and the Bank of Valietta (Malta's iead-  the delegation refiected the wide ucetional opportunities for individuals 4 larpest increases and decreases:
; m : ing bark): . . range of products and services avaie  wishing to enter the workiorce having rpw— o rop—— —
- Mohandessin: 75 ALGeish St.. _ The chargé d'affaires at the Maltese  able from Maita, Industry in particular  the necessary technologically-based Oriemal W ™ 3
- Opening 500N Embassy in Calro said that the Trade has developed quite rapidly in Malta,  siils that are needed by companies, saversMEr | +1ag] | KABO 8
- ) ? Gth of Ocotber City: smm Delegation represanted companies and has the opportunity to increase will be constructed on an area of 3,785 Frea Shops Co. 181 Egypilan-American |45
- UnderconsmonJ Under °°”5““°“°" / *from different sectors who wished o commerclal and investment coop- square metres In the Tagammu Al Bank
o discuss the possibillty of cooperating  eration between it andthe Argb world  Khamis area of New Cairo. Crett Imter. Egynt | +60 | | Misr Hotels pion) | 29
: rters: 78 Gameat AI-DawaI with Egyptian investors and members in general, which has opened the The Centre will uso stale-of-the-art - )
Headqua handessin. - of businessmen’s assoclations andthe  doors of trade opportunity to Mata and  oquipment and methods o train fis B Mohandes -
Al-Arabiya St.. Mohan essi Chamber of Commerca in Alexandria  the Arab world in general, and Egypt students, with classes expecied o be- surance 0o, +52 | | suer comem 24
increased services - Easy 1o in an effort to boost relations between  in particular. gin next year.
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Modem Egyptsaw?l‘sﬁrstjaboursmkeonmeevedmezom
| ‘ceniury. . Itwassmgedby -of ‘all people, ‘cigarette rollers who'
| were mostly" foreigners: “i-was Tollowed: in ~1901 by- a“tailors’ -
strike. But these were' mnoraﬁalrscomparedtoamajorstn'ke

bY more ﬂ'.lan 2,060 tramway workers' in 1911. The strike lasted eight days and
-greatly disnipted life i the capital it sls6 tiggered violent tlashes between polics
-and the. strikers wha-had. mdepopmarsupport. Inthis instalment of -his D:wanse-

Thetramworkas sn-ikeofl911—-oc-

mﬂﬂy lhsmyemsaﬂurheﬁrst:lec-
way came inlto operation fn

Egypt — was the largest work

qpmlhalpommﬂmbjstoqoftheligyp- :

Moreover, s ef-
fectswe:emmefar—mcbmgﬂ:annsma—
Jor predecessors, the cigarente rollers’
su1keof18998ndthetmlurs strike of
190] Ggamtehngrbmwaslargely

hablt.:ﬁpledby only a hand-

the workers in this

mdusuywerelm'gelydmwn&omthefor- ’
e1gn COmmmImities, notzbly the Greek and .

Armenian. Similarly, ahthough many of

Ihewoﬂ'usmtheclmhmgmdusu'ym .

their products oo were geared

Egyptians,
to the foreign communities in Egyptanda .

minority of Egyptians who emmlated
Westem fashions. The "tram . workers’
strike was a different matter at

In irs ISym:sofopemnon.theelecmc-.

tram brooght the diverse ends of Cairo

into closer proximity, revolutionising ur-

bem life in the capital. From its modest be-

ginning in 1896 with a core of two lines,

one&omBmﬂaqtoAbul—la.nndasw—

ond from Ataba to Bab El-Khalg, the
tramway network rapi

fol]owmg year the hﬁynm

. Company obtained a concession 1o open a

third line, from Giza 1o the Pyramids. In
1902, a fonrth lme opened; extending
from the central train station to Rod El-
Farag in Shobra, and, in 1908, the line
from Atsha was linked to that in Giza.

So much a part of Tife had the wamway
become that it entered, popular soag, as

the following u'itty (libemlly tramslated)
Hlustrates: '

Oh Abbastyyz ramwzy.
Take me 1o Qns-El-Nil.
Let me see my love today -

T'll gladly give my eyesaway,-
once you take meto my beloved.

days. It woald also precipitate veiy harsh
reactions in the nation"s newspapers, not-
ablymAIAh:mwhlchwasomspokmm

" its defence of the strikers.

The 1911 strike was not the first-by

oftmlnmforthemasswlell strike.
Limited o the tramway depof workers

in Abbasiyya, Shubra and Giza, the strik-

ers in 1908 sat on the ramfines in order 1o’

fies; Dr Ylman l.ablb Rizk tells the story-from repom publlshed by AFAhram -

a number of notables and senior
officials of the company. The composi-
onofﬂnscommmecwasca‘tamlynot
representative of the workers, snggesting
that the inftiative took place a the pro-
moting of the company board of directors
in order to keep the workers under con-
mol. As events of 1911 demonstrate, the
T . continned

ramway operations o cx-
pand.mennwhile On 7 hly 1911, Al
Ahlram reponts that the Tramway Com-
pauymsmpzd]ymp]emmmgplansto
extend the Boulag-Ciradel line 1o Imam

" "It is no wonder, mhgbl:ofﬂmabové " specte
that the tram workers’ stike-wounld bring
life in the capital to a standstill for sevesal |

limes per day.” The same 2pplied to both
the depot workers and switch operators.

Daspuedns.nsgouaumbmkedawn
over a single issue: severamce pay. The
employess insisted that severance pay
should be equivalent to one month’s sal-
-ary for every year of sexvice. The com-
pany attempied 1o reassure
mm::womdmmdlsmss

as long as he performs his

- an employee
duties faithfuily.” The workers’ leaders

were unconvinced.
When it that a swike was in
the offing, the minister of interior bheld a
with the workers™ lawyers. G.
and Ahmed Lutfi. Mifsnd advised
his clients 1o hold their ground on three
poims: a reduction of workipg hoors to
nine per day, entitlement to full salaries
for absence doe 1o filness or other com-
pelling reasons, and severance pay equal
o one month for each year of service. The
Eia, negoustions. roachd 4. deadioc
a
and the strike was declared for 30 July.
Al-Ahram describes events thar day:
“Tramway wotkers in Cairo refused 0 re-
porttowmk.'lheyhavegadmedmfmm
of the ramway depots and workshops

and lawyers and decided to declare a
strike in response to the Tramway Com-
pany’s refusal 1o meet their demands con-

The report of one of Al-Akram’s cor-
respondents on the scene adds, “As soon
as ramway workers rerurned the trams o
the depots last night they declared a
strike. Police arrived immediately and, ri-
fles in hand, posted themselves aroond the
depnt_.s.thnlhewod:ﬂsamvedmme

spite of them.™

‘The first reaction of the company was to
isspe to the workers ap oltinamm giving
them 24 bours to report back to work. The
ultimatom continued: “Whoever heeds

paywhﬂntheyarehned.'
with the workers, lalmched a vehement at-

wrote. “It pledged 1o the public that fares
would not exceed four milliemes but fares
have risen 1o five. Why? It pledged 1o add
new, clean first class passenger carriages.
Where are they? h pledged to repair the
roads 1 a width of three metres on either
side of the tracks. We have seen no sign
of street repairs. It pledged to make wom-
en's sections on the carriages. and whar
did it do? Rk installed partitions that im-
Prison women within a space too confined
and reswricted to accommodate more than
only a very small qumber.™

The article urged the government to act
as European governments would under
such cin:umsmnces. which would be to
- oblige the company to pay half of its prof-
its as rent for the streets it uses. “If we
were 1o calculate the cost per square me-
u'eofd)elandownedbylhcoompany.
wounld amount to 20 ENOTMOUS STM.
sum the company camemly mvests on its

.- own, with no benefit 1o the nation. Will

the government and legislature wake up
to this fact and demand the tights of the
people as the ramway workers are de-
manding their rights at this moment 7
Netither the growing momemtum of the
strike nor the criticism of the company in
the press wonld compel it to back down
On the contary, it escalated the simation
byb:mgmgmfomerworkersmope:me
the trams and securing government guar-
antees of protecton. Once the strikers gol
wind of this decision, they rshed to the
depots o prevent the trains from moviog
out. The workers’ lawyer. Mifsud, an-
nounced that the company officials were
rying to intimidate the suikers, and he

WOUBH WY oessIY

semt a telegram to the prime minister
wrging him pot 1o allow the goven-
roent o collaborate with these tactics.
Unfortunately, Mifsud’s appeal was
o no avail. On 2 Angust, “Egypt's
soil was stained with the biood of the
striking workers,” as Al-Afiram bla-
zoned on its front page that day. The
newspaper reported that the company
director had asked the governor of
Cairo to offer protection Tor 50 scab
workers. The governor complied, dis-
paiching a cavalry squadron and sev-
eral mucks filled with infantry police, half
of whom were armed with nifles and the

others fled. However, the police con-
tinued to chase them, flaying and beating
the siuikers withowt mercy. Then they
moved the trains om of the depots. Two

i aldgénumnswemprooeedfdlglmﬁh
camage, osely
one afier the other im order 10 maintain
tight security.” The scene was repeated in
the Abbasiyya depot.

The company’s action provoked mas-
sive popular support for the strikers. Al-
Ahram repogis that “thousands of people
attacked and destroyed a tramway car-
riage in front of the central main station,
another on Abdel-Aziz Street and a third
in the vicinity of Abul-Ela.” Clashes with
the police resulted in nomerous wounded.
Thoseunlhmmormjunesmanngedloes-

cape: however, 25 had to be taken 10 hos-
pnal The following 3 Avgust. a
throng of protesters ered in Atsba
Square. When the police moved to dis-
perse the crowds with water hoses, the
pewspaper writes, “not a single coffee
house or passerby was spared and the cof-
fee house owners protested vehemently
against this maltreatment.”

Even in the afiermath of the violence
the strike continued. It was taking its toll
on the company. On 4 August, the com-
pany's income was no more than LE40,
compared o an average of LE1200 per
day before the strike. The director quickly
dispelled rumours that the company
would refuse to rehire striking workers. In
a statement tnrended to placate both the
workers and the public, the company an-
pounced that it would grant all the work-
ers’ demands. with the exception of the
demend regarding severance pay, and thar -
all workers would be restored to their for-
mer positions in the company and receive
the appropriate pay raises and other ben-
efits that had been agread upon.

The apnouncement marked the wming
point in the crisis. Al-Akram reponed, “It
was well received by the workers and tm-

at achieving higher wages or better working conditiops, and trig-
gered a string of “copycat” initiatives thronghout the covntry
L

mediately afterwards they reopencd the
tram line between Boulag and the Cit-
adel. The police commissioner has or-
dered guards stationed on all the trains.
We expect the sirike to end on 7 An-

Al-Ahram’s prediciion was zccurate.
On that day, the mamway workers called
off their strike after having suffered mini-
mal losses in their ranks. The company.
100, lived up 1o its pledges. It hired back
all the workers with the exception of 27
who were charsed with “incitement 1o

In spite of the amicable conclusion, the
storm had not subsided. Also on 7 Au-
gust 1911, Al-Ahram’s headline an-
noumced, “The strike spreads to Alex-
andria™ The pewspaper’'s comespondent
in that city reports: “Just before the am
workess in Cairo called an end to their
swike, their colleagues im Alexandria
moved to cmulate them and
their demands 1o the Alexandria Tram-
way Company.” Their demands were
sm:]artomedemandsofmeworkersm
Cairo and the scenario of the strike was
virally the same though with mivor
modifications dué the demographic char-
acter of Egypt’s northem port city. On
the ope hand, a greater proportion of
sirikers were Europeans, among whom
the influcnce of “anarchists and social-
ists” were more prominently felt The

pewspaper reports thai these radical
groups “distribuied leaflets among the
workers inciting them to strike and they
protesied agaimst the maltreatment by the
police of their brethren in Cairo.” On the
other band, the same demographic fea-
ture permitied a greater degree of under-
standing between the two sides: both the
company management and the strikers
were of predominamly European origin
Perhaps for this reason Al-Ahram’s cor-
respondent Teported that mosi of the
tramways in Alexandria continued to op-
erxte and that “the public barely feels the
strike and is reassured to find that a po-
lice guard has been stationed in each car-
riage 10 prevent assavlt against the
trams.” Perhaps for the same reason the
ndent observed that many of the
strikers had retirmed to work and that the
strike in Alexandria lacked the mo-
mentum that gave its counterpart in Cai-

ro a stronger bargaining position with the
company, and it soon fizzled ot

The author is a pro-
fessor of history and
head of Al-FAhramn His-
tory Siudies Cenire,

Indian tourism delegation to Egypt
EGYPTAIR, in cooperation with Mena House Hotel, Cborei Ho-
tot and Kamak Tours, have extended invitations to 15 top tor-
ism and madia professicnals in Indla to take a week-long tour

Egypl’stouﬁshcsftesmCauro.LmandAswan .

Mr Hamza Khaiteb, reglonal manager of EgyptAir in India, ex- ~
plained that accompanying the Indian delegation on fts visit will
be the sales manager for EgyptAir in India.

Khattab explained that the trip will be almed at boosting 1he-
number of indian tourists to Egypt, which will consequently lead
to an increase in the number of flights per wask from India to

Egypt

THE SUCCESS of the A-Ahram Computer and
information Technology Exhibition, held last 18-
21 February 1998 at the Cairo Intemational
Conference Centre is siill being heralded as a
success by members of the business com-
munity, a success which came as the result of

Bizan-Siarers Pyl
B e

the presence of ropresentatives of international  the field.

companies displaying the most up-to-date de-
veiopments in the fleki of computers and in-

formation technology.

Likewisa, the fair has made an impact on the
international level, especlally since pavilions

mmmw

representing SYSTEMS In Munich and CeBIT
in Hannover, Germany, were presont. That rest of the world.
thousands of people attended the exhibition at-
tests to the fact that the Egyptian public has a
“'strong interest in data technology and are
keen to learn about the latest happenings in

11ieseminarsandsesslonsorgamsedbyex-
hibiting and sponsoring companies in the exhibi-
tion proved to ba both informative and en-
lightening. Company seminars put forth new ideas
which showed that Egyplian capabiiies occupy

I

annutstand‘mgposhonmcompaﬂsonmmma

On the marketing level, ACITEX proved to be a
great success as afl markefing goals were met,
thanks to extensiva media coverage of the exhibi-
tion and its conferences.

Indeed ,the success of the 6th ACITEX was
such that a flood of reservations have been made
In advance for the 7th ACITEX, to be held again
at the Cairo Intemational Conference Centre, with
promises of an evan larger exhibition space and
an even grester success,
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BBS International offering integrated solutions

be melL

HEADED by Amr Abu Nasr, BBS International has at the lop
of s goals to be the leading company In the field of pro-
viding integrated solutions of the highest calibre to s cus-
tomers, due 10 an innovative vision based upon a proven
strategy of technology linked with organisational goals.
Through state-oi-the-art equipment and software, and the
cooperation of Oracle Co, your company's goals are sure 10

BBS Internafional carries out its activities through seminars
and training sessions on data warehousing, presented by two of
the leading international experts in this field.

Dr. Ahmed Abada Sarhan,

chairman of the Inter-

national Artificial In-

BB iciligence Exhibition, re-

M ceiving a commemorative

-»* medal from Ali Ghoneim,

" deputy chairman of Al-

Ahram and head of the

'7‘15,‘ AMAC Centre, in apprecia-
1w tion his efforts in the Geld,

4 during the closing session ol

; the conference.

. P e
P,f...-—-—-r-w.——-“""“' ¥ — P .

— ‘.__ R




10 Opinion

HORALARram

AL-Ahvam
stytpé:lding Hcks

Now that the UN Security Counil has actad, the big test is on.
Will Iraq corply with the resolution? What will the US do if
Baghdad rencges on any of the provisions of its agreement with
UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan — a deal that has now been
mnsecmledghbg the Council resolution? If Washington de-
termines, rightly or wrongly, that Ireq is guilty of a breach, the
question is: will the United States act immediately and laanch a
military strike against Iraq. or will it take its grievances to the
Security Council and seek its approval of miliary action?

These are some of the questions raised by the adoption. Mon-
day night, of the resoludon which warmns fraq of the “severest
consequﬂm“ifitbmachmmeaimmennhm ' the
unconditional and unfenered search for weapons of mass de-
struction by UNSCOM members and 2 group of diplomas se-
lected by the secretary-general, .

According to US officials, the administration feels it has the
green light from the UN to use force if necessary. But Russia,
France and China heve expressed their conviction that this is
not the case. They maintain that Washington will have to seek
Security Council clearance first. One provision of the resclution
stipulates that the Council will remain “actively seized” of the
implementation of the inspection agreement, and this is seen as
an implicit requirement that the United States consult with the
Council before resorting to force.

But the resolution holds one promise for Iraq: that the sanc-
tons imposed seven yeass ago, after the mvasion of Kuwait, will
be lified if Baghdad inaplements the inspection agneement fully.

This promise is something of a silver lining. Another is the
sympathy the world community has demonstrated with the Ira-
qi people. and the recognition that the sanctions must be tifted.

The UN-Irag deal was a major achievement for the world or-
ganisation, enhancing its position as a welcome arbier in ex-
plosive situations — = fact Washington has difficulty accepting.
Annan could have brandished the stick: the US ammada was
ready and waiting in the Guif. But the secretary-general tried di-
plomacy. It worked.
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The

Throughout my carcer I have always had
two goals in sight. The first has been to
work towards a wuly free press in Egypt,
immune not only 10 the power of the siale
but to the forces of ignorance. The sec-
ond was for the press to become an in-
tegral part of the dynamics of our society,
keenly attuned to its problems and con-
cems, capable of providing the impems
that would help steer the country past the
obstacles lving in the path of develop-
ment. _

Certainly, the first of these goals is
cherished by journalists around the world,
The sccond, however, is complicated by
the circumstances of developing countries
which compound the responsibilities of
the journalist. Unlike the countries of the
developed world, which evolved naturally
over cenfuries, progress in Third World
countries demands sirenuous leaps within
over shori periods of time. What may be
a luxury for one society is for ns a matter
of necessity. And it is the journalist's
task to discem such realides and ac-
commodare them.

In Egypt, the responsibilides of the
Journalist are even heavier, doe to the in-
fluence of the Egyptian press beyond our
borders. These responsibilities, moreover,

are compounded by the enormous changes press

that have swept the world order, placing
ever higher demands on our country 1o
compete in international and regional
markets. to foster technological develop-
ment and to mobilise all resources.
Responsible behaviour on the part of
the press is a fundamental condition for
the fuil realisation of the liberties we ad-
vocate. Freedom of expression and opin-
ion cannot be secparated from the degree
of progress of a society as a whole. In a
politically. economically and culturally
dynamic society, the scope of freedom ex-
pands in proportion to the rise of new so-
cial strata whose interests are voiced in
the press. Conversely, in an inert, torpid
sociery. the press is. at best, no more than

costs of freed

ey. Yet in most cases, when seh
:Ifle';::i'ozs have ended up before the

A free press must
exercise its
responsibilities
judiciously, particularly
in developing
countries, writes
Ibrahim Nafie

an embellishment expressing the narrow
interests of a cultural elite; at worst, it
can lend itself to totalitarian trends in-
imical to the freedom of expression.

The relatonship between the press and
investment in any society is of central
importance. The case of Egypt illustrates
this relationship succinetly. Egypt, in
order to rise to the domestic and ex-
ternal challenges it faces must engineer
a seven per cent growth ip annual GDP
which requires a major increase in in-
vestment.

My great fear is that some members of
the Egyptian press have come o view
freedom solely from the perspective
of the developed world and bring this per-
spective to bear on issues in a manper in-
tended to scandzlise public opinion. In so
doing, they ignore the organic role of the
press in furthering society's interests and
rupture the vital relationship between the
press and investment at a delicate phase
in national developmeat. Without men-
tioning specific names it has become ap-
parent that a handful of our natonal
newspapers are bent on sensationalism
which erodes confidence ip oor natiopal
economy. These newspapers have un-
witdngly aligned themselves with the
forces that produce terrorism at home and
which. abroad, seek to curb Egypt's

growth.

Frequently we read articles despairing of
Egypt's futare, mourning the glorious past
and painting everything io the present as
corrupt. Evidently. the enormous social
and economic sirides oor country has
made recently do not figure in their analy-
sis. Or, if they do. these newspapers
adopt another course, which is to claim
that our economic and social reform pro-
grammes simply cater 10 foreign interests.
Not only do they cast aspersions against
the pamiotism of our architects of reform,
but they have overlooked these officials
unyielding insistence before international
agencies that Egypt will brook no inter-
ference in the path it has chosen for re-
form.

A third theme harped upon by some
newspapers iS to insinuate that the reform
programme ultimately is intended to make
the rich richer and the poor poorer. Noth-
ing could be more blatantly off the mark.
The poor are the first to bepefit from the
lower rates of inflation and increased em-
ployment made possible by growth.

As thongh sowing the seeds of despair
and hurling accusations of dependency
and injustice were not enough, these
newspapers also tend to cast aspersions on
Egyptian businessmen. They are variously
depicted as a corrupt and parasitic class,
local surrogates for foreign companies, or
interested selely in the rapid accumalation

The World Bank and state sovereignty

Back from a seminar organised by the World Bank in_Hurghé.da, Mohamed
Sid-Ahmed recaps some of the main points raised during the debate

Top officials of the World Bank organised a
seminar with prominent Egyptan journalists
in Hurghada last Thursday and Friday, in the
aim of familiarising public opinicn with the
policies of the Bank. and in the hope of dis-
pelling misconceptions concerning its activ-
ities in Egypt and eisewhere in the developing
world.

In the recent past, the Bank has more than
once expressed its desire to set its record
straight with the ian body politic. Many
in the political field, for their par, are aware
that as no developing country today can do
without the World Bank and the International
Monetary Fond, there is no point in “de-
monising” these international institutions
which work in close cooperation with the
United Nations. and that, whatever the mis-
givings. a candid dialogue is beneficial for afl
concemed. So the senunar took place in the
presence of a variety of participants. -
cluding representatives of opposition forces in

What made the need for such a dialogue
particularly pressing is the Bank's failure to
predict the breakdown suifered by a nmmber
of emerging Asian economies recently. The
Asian ‘tigers’ as they had come to be called,
were hailed by the World Bank as prototypes
of the model other developing countries
should emulats. Their coll and the
Bank's total faifure to predict it. has shaken
the credibility of the international organ-
isation.

The discussion in the seminar quickly
moved to the essentials. beyond the purely
technical problems of the Bank's approach to
the rationale of economic development. The
key issue was what legitimacy the Bank en-
joys in coming forward with recipes 1o over-
come crisis situations in developing countries.
Especially when these recipes have often
been criticised as interfering with the sove-
reign prerogatives of the state.

Sovereignty is a particularly sensitive issue
in the developing word. At a tme in-
dependence was being won from the colonial
powers, safeguarding national sovereignty

The Press This Week

was reganded as pivotal for the whole en-
tarprise. This was all the more true at a time
the independence drive was supported by an
overwhelming majority of the country’s pop-
clation. What Leonard Binder described as “a
moment of enthusiasm”™ tended to downplay
the importance of accountability as a critical
issae ull dealing with the newly independent
state’s ip.

In the more recent period, the pradual ero-
sion of state sovereignty has become a
worldwide phenomenon, thanks primarily to
giant strides in science and technology. How
can a developing conntry claim to enjoy

i sovereignty when its territory is
to surveillance by the air and space/
craft of external powers with the ability to
capture znd record the minutest details of
what is happening on earth? Over and above
the material means of violaung state sov-
ereignty, there is also the emergence of 2 su-
pra-statz strucrure based on economic, in-
formational and media networks that states
cannot immunise themselves against. In the
electronic age, no state barriers can prevent
the free motion of electrons used in elec-
tronic mail, electronic money, electronic
computers or electronic audio-vispal de-
vices. No longer is the sovereign state the
hasic building block of the world system.
More and more, this system is moving to-
wards a globalist approach in which ail
states are seen as parts of ap integrated
whole.

An accusation now directed at the state in
many developing counntries is that it often
basedfdcvelopment m simplistic no-
tion of planning, dis ing the complexity
invalveg in catching up with more deveioped
societies, and the difficulties that impeded ail
attempts at reducing the gap. Over-
centralisation has been at the expense of in-
dividnal initiatives, with the public sector be-
ing given responsibilides that could have
been more effectively discharged by the pri-
vate sector. Lack of accountability permitted
such phenomena to proliferate.

But this does not mean that recipes pre-

Time for reassessment

Al-Shaab: “Due to America’s strategic interests
in the region. the US military suike against Iraq

will stili take place even if it has been shelved for
a few months. If the US has today backed down (R28ab El-Banna. 1 March)

due to American public opinion and the position
of Russia and the majority of Arab states, the pre-
texts for a fumre sumike are not far away. The

whole matter has merely been postponed.”
{Gen. Saad El-Shatly, 27 February)

Al-'Wafd: “Saddam Hussein will remain.

ing tension and unrest in the Arab world until Iraq
is torn apart and divided into tiny states which

struction oo its sgil.”

will fall under the influence of Israel. Saddam will (Amwar Wagdy. 28 February)

continue to play games with the powers thar be at
the expease of his people who have, thus far, suf-
fered greatly. It may be that Gaddafi was right
when he said that Clinton and Saddam were part
of a canspiracy of which the Iraqi people are the

victim!™
{Gamal Bedawy, 26 February)

October: “Ncanyahn's goverament came 10
power to express blatantly what had hitherto been
merely whispered: Israel’s or;:jection of peace,

threats to Arabs. defiance the world

munity, through refusing 1o be a signatory to the
nuclear non-proliferation treaty, openly admiming
the killing of Arab POWs, renmeging or signed
agreements, establishing stralegic pacts with the
US and Turkey. suspect moves in countries bor-
time has come for a reassessment... It suffices to

com-

note the emergence of terror groups in the Amb .4 Fooncie o T

countries and to ask, in whose interest do they
and may-
hem they create?... Why can’t we realise that what

act, and who benefits from the sabotage

happened ta Iraq could happen to all Arab coun-
tries_after appropriate pretexts are concocted to
justify aggression and intervention?”

Akhbar El-Yom: “If the US administration
seeks to salvage whai remains of its credibility in
the world — particularly the Arab world — it
shonld withdraw its naval forces from the Guif
m I:u:nc_lﬂ.lthem hto the M:.:a:lii:l:rx:mlf ean to threaten

_ with a mili strike if UN ins rs are
SEAC ot allowed 10 searcmh for weapons o}:ecm mass de-

Al-Gomhuria: "It would be only logical to as-
sume that afier the relative calm that has de-
scended following the Iraqi crisis, it is time to re-
sume the peace process in the Middle East. But
we wnul_d be foolish ro fall inte Netanyzhu's aap
of debating whether the Israclis should withdraw
from cight per cent or 10 per cent of the West
Bank. We shouid take the goiden opportunity of
the Iraqi crisis to further oitr canse. We lost the
opportunity in 1991 when Bush decided 10 deal
with the Arab-Israeli conflict using the same prin-
ciples of international legality which he applied to
the Iragi invasion of Kuwait And Bush withbeld
loans to Isract worth billions of dollars but he
was volcd out of office and replaced by the un-
known Climon. But during the latest Iragi crisis,
Clinton did not apply the same principles to the
. ce process and he, too, is threat-
eaed with being booted out of office due to sex

(Mokamed Abu Hadid, 26 February)
Compiled by Galal Nassar

sented by external agencies are necessarily
better. For example, there is no guarantee
that the solutions presented by the World
Bank are the product of accumulated de-

velopmental experience acquired by word -

society as a whole rather than reflecting the

of the developed countries ar the
summit of the global community. The view-
points of the summit and that emanadpg
from the world corummaity as a whole can-
oot be considercd identical, or even compat-

ible, as long as the North/South divide te--

mains ag acute as it is.

Recipes presented by the World Bank are
often cribcised as requiring developing
countries to adjust their economic policies
in line with the mechanisms that respond to
the interests of external powers, without re-
gard to the normal role of the state which is
to uphold national imterests in face of in-
fluential external forces. ‘This criticism ap-
pears justified when the World Bank calls
upon a developing coustry to maintain high
development rates, whatever the social cost,
and whatever the sufferings the poorer sec-
tions of society will have to bear, on the
grounds that this will help accelerate de-
velopment and help them catch up with the
more developed world.

Whatever the shortcomings of a centralised
state, at least the lines of anthority are clear-
ly delineated, When market forces become
the dominant driving force, a self-regulatory
mechanism replaces 2 ‘man-regulated’ sys-
tem. Decision-making is thus based on what
is perceived as likely trends, rather than on
established information. Information, even if
faulty, aliows a certain degree of pre-
dictability which is not the case when deal-
ing with nothing more concrete than likely

The Hurghada seminar was nseful in help-
ing to identify the problems stili standing in
the way of more effective cooperation be-
tween the World Bank and socic-economic
forces in Egypt. However, there {s still a long
way to go before solutions to these problems
can be found. '

om

courts, they have been proven

SF .
1y, the oply motive behind suckh
Sm is to aract readers and mcrease

circulation.

The growing privaie secior represents a

boon 1o the economy. net only s terms

f increased production, but also in em--
;onmcm. UEfortunalely. the persistens -

pote of gloom in sOME NEWSPIPErs ra-
ders the Egyptian iavestor reluciam io
contribute more and, seeing the image of
the Egvptian investor (arpished ie his own
country, the foreign investor takes fright.
As investment declines, aspluons for
the futwe dissipate and Egypt's yowth
finds no other outlet bur to pine for the
past, becoming casy prey to the forces of
extremism, or else he seeks to emigraze.

What is ironic is that this tenor of re-
portage occurs in the name of the noble
principle of freedom of expression. How-
ever, this is not the freedom of the press
that journalists who are truly committed
to the betterment of their (ountry
vocate, for the blackmail, intellectual ter-
rorism and moral I:mlli.;;;ngﬂl mt;: u;:r:ei;n
SOmEe DEeWSpapers coll -
imical to the freedoms they sopposediy
espouse. .

Let me be clear. T am nol suggesing
that the press should cover-up or coudone
cormuption, nor do I suggest that press
freedom shouid be restricted in any way.
Rather, what I urge is that the mission of
jowrpalists compels us to be on guard
against that minority among us who seck
to distract us from the aspirations of our
society. There is a vast difference be-
tween criticism and slander, objectivity
and sensatiopalism, constroctive commal-
ment to the profession and desmuctive
mud-slinging, betweea those who are ded-
icated to the priorities of our country and
those who import their priorities from so-
cieties whose circumstances are entirely
different.

So who won?
By Naguib Mahfouz

No sooner had the crisis
with Irag beep defused
than everybody was ask-
ing the same question:
who wopn the round?
Clinton or Saddam? The
tue victor, in fact, is the

world community, thanks to the benefits
it will reap in the future.

The secretary-general of the United
Narions, the fegal representative of the
international

community’s will, as em-

bodied in the resolution issued by the Se-

curity Council, has handied his task with

consummate: ‘skill. Thus, both the UN

- and Iraq may be said to have won, in-

sofar as they have in con-
cluding an agreement.

By approving the agreement, the US
has also scored a victory in a bamle
against its own pride — a battle which,
1y won, The US was Sightaingly vo-
y won was y vo-
ciferous about .the military build-up in
the Gulf, describing the air strikes it
wonld launch as upprecedentedly intense
and ferocions. .

_ The victory is a blessing for human-
ity. Hopefally, the wisdom shown by
both parties in the final moments of
the crisis, which helped dispel the
threat of war, will prevail, epsuring
that never again will the world live in
fear of war for weeks of anguish and

suspense,

Claims that the Arabs are a fragmanted
and divided nation. which can never
bridge its differences and reach an agree- -
ment, were also given the lie for once;
the cyisis in Jraq scems to have served as
a rallying and cobesive force. The Arabs
stood firm, unequivocally and un-
compromisingly. In the face of danger,
pan-Arabisin comes very much alive in
all Arab hearts. Indeed, this latest tri-
umph was a victory for semtiments of
 Arab paixiotism.

Based on an interview by Mohamed Sal-
mawy. . .

e d Vo

ied

_ ;?;: f'-l' i $u #
AR e i

4
"

zg s

i



A

5 - 11 March 1998

e
A R

Close

Salama A. Salama
ﬁ

The price
to pay

In 2 recent interview with
Al-Ahram Weekly, the US
ambassador to Egypr an-
nounced that a delegarion
of US pharmacentical com-
panies would sesk to per-
suade Egypt 0 rapidly ap-
ply ll'lteuect_ual Property
and p:lent rights laws in

pharmaceutical sector
before the grace period pre-
scribed by the GATT
Agreement expires. The
ambassador contended that
d:l_e measure would enhance
this s-et'.:rit'.vrt;:.l competitive-
ness in global markets, and
flﬂirmed that he was work-
ing towards a similar goal
in the insurance sector,

The gl?.:tl:ed this interview
was pul LI participat-
ed in a seminar held bypr;te
World Bank in Egypt, t-
tled “Egypt and the global
economy”. Discossions fo-
cused on the remarkable
changes which have raken
place in the global ecom-
omy over the last few
years. Globalism was rec-
opnised as a new and pow-
erful force which strongly
affects the course of de-
velop!nent worldwide, znd
especially in * the de-
veloping countries. Egypt
and other countries in the
Middle Fast and North Af-
rica were said to bave no
choice but to rapidly move
toward globalism and adapt
to the mechanisms it ne-
cessitawes. The seminar
highlighted the fact that the
issue today is not thai of
whether or not to go glo-
bal, but of how 10 do so ef-
fectively, and how long the
pnm)ciss should take.

statistics of Epypt’s
growth rate, predictedggal-
lenges. the achievements of
the economy in 1993-96
and the dramatic upswing
in the Egyptian stock mar-
ket, make it abundantly
clear that Egypt is very
likely 1o attain an annual

rate of six per cent
by the beginning of the
coming centixy. New ho-
rizons of hope seem 1o be
unfolding. New jobs
would have to be cresteq
for a work force that is
growing at a rate of ome
million new workers every
year.

Even a perfunctory ac-
quaintance with the role of
multinationral global cor-
porations and their i

on the Third World, how- |-

ever, reveals that newly
privatised Egyptian firms
will face grave msks if they
plunge premamrely into
global markets. They must
be adequately qualified in
terms of technological and
financial resoarces, if’ they
are to establish inter-
nationally productive sys-

tems that can compete at |

the global level. Price in-
creases may render their
products unaffordable for
Egyptian consumers. The
indirect effects are de-
stabilisation of the national
economy and 2 rapid de-
terjoration in the standard
of living. ] .
Many economists ¢aution
that most global corpora-
tions which invest in de-
veloping countries are m-
sensitive to the social
impact of their activities.
Their interest in developing
countries is totally focused
on present or future market
potential. This is why roul-
tinationals are cager to skip
the tansition period pre-
scribed by the GATT.
Those who keep politics
and the economy in mind
may be alarmed at the pos-
sible political and social de-
stabilisation caused by the
shift from public to private
sectors, snd from local to
global markets. X
Among 1he most imer-
esting topics mised at the
seminar were the conomic
and financial flucmations
in the Southeast Asian mar-
kets and the immediate re-
percussions on social and
political smbility i In-
donesia.  Bringing things
back to the siafus quo ante
is bound to be jcult.
The efforts of international
instirutions to halt a col-
lapse have not yet been
successful. The stakes are
even higher in the Middle
East, overcast ‘:l{en sm!lec:
peace process, the consian
threa of war precipitated
by the r.-risis:l in Iraq.
the drop in oil prices.
Finally, the public shonld
be informed m;::h; meaping
of globalism its con-
m%lmm_ PCOP!E Shou!-d
know the price they will
pay for the benefits of glo-
balisation, before they get
on a one-way train beaded
in the wrong direction.

e i e

- e ——
B s o p—
“ PR -

Opinion 11

3.98

[ 1
Q

of

Soapbor

Journalism as we know it has its roots in the British pradition

discredit enemies. Ooly recenty did laws begin 10 regulate
whar kind of material conld be published, Thus was journal-
ism transformed: once s means of vilification, it became a
highly respectable profession and an indispensuble source of
information. The most recent legislation on the right (o pri-
vacy was prompied by the death of Princess Dijzna and Dodi
El-Fayed. This legistation, of course, is a positive stop.
which allows the press to perform its vital mole, without en-
croaching on the privacy of others.

But the East is very different from the West, as we all
know, Here, the press is left free to blunder, omit or confuse
facts. disrepmnd natiopal policies and compromise diplomatic
objectives. The outside wosld takes our 1abloid joumalism
seriously, believing it 10 represent the
as opposed 1o the state press, which speaks for the govern-
ment. Such a dichotomy diminishes the credibility of all the
stale’s institutions, including the nadonal mediz, and this
lack of credibility certainly does nothing 10 foster good re-
Iations with other countries, nor for that martter the achieve-
ment of our national objectives.

If foreign officials could come 10 realise

that tabloid journalism reflects only fis .fp
own narrow, particularist perspective,thar & _ "
it is irresponsible and quite possibly ab- ,{’E ;
surd, their amimdes would no doubt Ll
change, =

Why does the state refrain from taking -
prompt action and enacting appropriate leg- ¥
tslation? Democracy does not imply thar H
people’s right to privacy
and the press must take note of this fact.

Tabloid terror

s, the defamatory Ieaflets used to blackmail or

opinion of the masses.
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Mohamed
This week's Soapbox speaker is the man- Abdel-
aging editor of Al-Ahram. Moneim

A strategy foi?the future

Whether or not they are the victims of overt military action, the Arabs are footing the bill. Amin Hewedy writes

Major powers determine their strategies in view of
their Jong-term interests. ‘This is why, no matter how
difficalt or lengthy the process of attaining them, these
strategies are rarely changed. When the major powers
united their efforts o establish the state of Israel, they
did so in order to Westemn interests in the re-
gion. Israzl wonld also serve as a means of dividing
the Arab world, and as an obstacle to nascent natonal
movements, The powers endeavoured w0 intro-
duce Isreel into the Arab lands by every possible
means. .

The most important goal was io maintain a balance
of power in Israel’s benefit. Throngh the use of force,
the state of Israel was established, and through force it
must continue to impose its presence. Thus, following
its inception at the epd of the 1948 War and the truce
signed-in 1949, America, Britain and France issued the
Tripartite Declaration, i which they pledged to work
together against any attempt to occupy land in the re-

. gion by force. They agreed to cooperate in an effort to

ascertain that arms shipments to the Arab countries did

* not threaten Israeli interests.

At the time, there were no more than two million Is-
raelis, with 50,000 active troops, a number which
could be increased to 200,000 soldiers within 48 hours
following the amnouncement of mwbilisation. This
army was equipped with more weapons than all the
Arzb armies put together. In addition, the Israeli fore-
es’ fighting capabilities weré superior, dne to their bet-
ter training-and their commanders’ competence. This
is why any breach of the existing balance was per-
ceived as a threat 1o the interests of the Western pow-
ers. who blocked weapons shipments to any of the
Arab countries endeavouring to bresk free of the fet-
ters imposed by the Tripartite Declaration.

The arms deal with the Bastern bloc, signed on 20
May 1955 and announced by President Nasser on 27
September, was tantamount to a breach of the Western
monopoly on arms sales, as well as a shaltering blow
10 Westemn plans for an unjust peace between the Arab

On the global level, the deal also served to rectify
the balance of power between the Eastern and Western
blocs. Tt bronght a Soviet presence, with Soviet arms
and experts. to the Mediterranean and the banks of the
Suez Canal. This matrer caused many analysts to con-
sider this deal the principal reason for the Tripartite
Aggression of l95&llowi:ng the nationalisation of
the Svez Canal by Nasser. Christian Pineau, the then
French foreign minister, denied that the West's chief
concern during the crsis after the nationalisation of
the Canal was to defend the interests of the na-
tionalised ¢ iés. Pineau cited as reasons for the
Tripartite attack the West’s concern for strategy and

freedom of navigation through the Canal. The West
perceived that these were threatened by the Sovier
presence following the arms deal with Egypt. The
new order was indeed responsible for the wans-
formation of the global map.

The then commander-in-chief of the Empire's forc-
es expressed his distress that the Soviets had canght
up, and overcome the barricades the Allies had es-
tablished to impede them. The British deputy foreign
minister for Middle East affairs wrote in a top secret
.memorandum that the Russians had been able to iden-
tify the weak points in Western Middle East policy —
the presence of Israel as a Weslern protectorate —
and bad directed a powerful strike against &t The
Brtish estimated that Nasser was incapable of re-
sisting the temptation held out by the Russians, which
would serve to win over the rest of the Arab nations
as well. They cautioned that their reaction would de-
termine their fate in the region.

. The arms deal of 1955, therefore. distupted the bal-
ance of power at the global and regional levels. It
triggered a terrifying arms race. In fact, the bipolar
world order of the Cold War years, and even after
Peresrroika, was tom by a global arms race for the
transfer of arms and technology. The Arab-Israeli
conflict was fought out as a proxy conflict. I ac-
complished the objectives of the countries in the re-
gion directly, while indirectly achieving the poals of
the two major powers. For this reason, crisis man-
agement, rather than resolution, was seen as the ounly
reason of containing the obvious incompatibility in
global issues between the Two main sources of weap-
ons.

With the breach in the arms monopoly, and the fun-
damental change in the pature of the conflict, it be-
came imperative to find a new means of maintaining
the balance of power in Israel’s favour, to enable it to
impose its own terms in a seitlement with the Arabs.
Furthermore, the strategy which dictated an embargo
on arms supplies to the countries of the region had
fulfilled its purposes afier the Tripartite Aggression.
Another strategy of destruction was adopted to neu-
tralise the Arab arsenals. The arms race mvolved not
only the accumulation of more powerful and more so-
phisticated arsenals, but the ability to sell the most
weapons to client nations.

Because of the gualitative superiority of the West-
em arsenal, the Soviets were keen to develop their nu-
clear capability to US Jevels. They mmdertook 1o com-
pete over the production of muclear weapons and
intercontinental ballistic missiles. The Soviets were
convinced that, if a global confrontation was going to
take place, it would be a nuclear war. This emphasis
on nuclear capabilities led to a further decline in the

quality of conventional Soviet weaponry, so, while al-
legations that the Soviers refused to supply the Arab
countries with more effective weapons are untroe, the

they did provide had been discredited on the
battleficld. No attempt had been made to increase the
potential of these weapons through creative man-
agement or sustained training.

The difference between Soviet-Arab and US-Israeli
relations reflected the disparity in the regional balance
of forces, and consequently affected the political out-
come of any military confrontation.

Despite the Arabs’ ability to purchase weapons and
technology, the capacity to absorb them was in-
adquate at different levels of training, specialisation,
and leadership. Several Arab counmies have never
paracipated in joimt operations which would have
gathered the arsenals on the same battlefield and thus
allowed an estimate of their combined capabilides in
warfare.

Arab strategists and military commanders did not at-
tempt to study the succession of direct confrontations
to which their ammies were subjected in order 10 de-
termine and enhance their strong points, or define
their weaknesses 50 as (o minimise them. On the con-
trary, they transformed their defeat into false victory.
and any victory into a glaring defeat.

Conflict among Arab decision-makers as to
which countries must be regarded as aliies is at the
root of many military mistakes. This confusion has
been the source of continual confrontations and,
therefore, the constant draining of Arab resources
and capital.

There are signs that cannot be missed refating 1o
the pentralisation of the Arab arsenals. Despite an
abundance of different weapons. and the large por-
tion of the budget devoled to defence, Amb national
security is threatened from all sides. Yet the Arab
armies are unable o confront these threats actively in
bartle, or o engage in deterrence operations. This
means that the escalating cost of defence does not
avert the threats directed ai us, yet still continues to
erode resources thar could have been allocated to
raising the popalation’s standard of living. Heavy
arsenals and high echnology do nol necessarily im-
ply improved combat capabilives. There is no aulo-
matic link between the possession of weapomry and
skill in putting it to use: this simple fact must be tak-
en into account.

These problems have been further exacerbated by
the US"s antempts 1o further skew the balance of pow-
er — and maximise profit — by providing Israel with
the most up-to-date military technology, while selling
the Arabs defective or less effective arms. It also ac-
cepts thar Israel possesses nuclear. biological and

chemical capabilities while insisting that similar ca-
pabilities be destroyed if they are found in the posses-
sion of an Arab regime. Not that the Arab countries
have shown any resistance in this respect: the de-
struction of the Iraqi arsenal was camried out with the
kmowledge and blessings of the Arab countries and the
UN Security Council.

Once the US had neutralised Arab military ca-
pabilitics effectively, it began to drain Arab resources,
The Iraqi crisis is 2 good example. Whether or not a
military strike is launched in the future, decimating
both milftary and civilian targets, Iraq is crippled for
decades 10 come. Kuwait and Saudi Arabia are still
settling bills for US protection, depleting their fi-
nancial resources. Al the same time, defence costs
continue to rise and the US armaments sales are flour-
ishing as never before. The blockade agafost Iran and
Libya imposed under the D' Amato law grinds merci-
lessly on. Manipulation of world oil prices, de-

valuation of the US dollar from time to time, and the’

fomenting of vnrest in order 10 encourage further arms
purchases are all facets of US strategy.

At the end of the Cold War. it was said that the
Arabs and Muslims had replaced the Soviet Union
as the West's primary enemy. Developments on the
ground since then seem to confirm this fear. The
threats to Arab potential in terms of military ca-
pabilities and economic resources are now siriking
at the very integrity of the Arab countries them-
selves.

The principal oil-producing countries — Iran, Iraq,
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, the Gulf States, Libya and Al-
geria — are either trembling on the verge of political
disaster or emerging from a crisis: terrorist attacks,
bloody civil wars... Escalating sales of weapons to
these countries benefit only the West, reducing un-
employment there; meanwhile, the cost of protecting
Arab fuel for Western consumers is borne by the Ar-
abs themselves, who foot the bill for the military bas-
es, fleets, aircraft camriers and communication lines.

The US may threaten to launch a military strike on
Iraq in order to paralyse its capabilities and destroy its
arscoal. Its long-term objective is nothing less than
the elimination of any resources the Arabs may still
have. The US’s strawegy is aimed at depleting Arab
capabilities, whether through the purchase of oil at
prif:s dictated by the West. or through a military ai-
Lac

If the Arab leaders are unable o agree on their allies
and enemies, they will remain incapable of achieving
any measure of sustained success.

The writer is former minister of defence and chief of
General Intelligence.

Settling unfinished business

Clinton may have deferred to the Security Council, but the real tests still loom ahead, writes
James Zogby. A crisis resolution framework is in place, but the crisis has not passed

It was dangerous for the United States. out there
on a limb, virtuaily alone ir threatening the “‘sus-
tained and decisive™ bombing of Iraq. The neg-
ative consequences to the people of that counury
and to US allies and interests were 0o great
And the prospects of sny posibve oGicome were,
at best, negligible. ) .

From the outset, the US president had said that
the confrontation was not berween the US and
Iraq, but between the United Nadons and lraq.
He repeatedly affirmed that a diplomatic solution
was the best solution. Therefore, when UN Sec-
retary-General Kofi Annan succeeded jn secudng
written Iragi compliance with weapons 1in-
spections, the Administration could not but ac-

the dgreement. )

wlgf: soogg'e had snccess been announced in
Baghdad. however, than Republican Senate lead-
ers began auacking both the §ecretary-genera]
and the president, Senate Majority Leader Trent
Lott criveised Clinton for having_ subcontracted
US foreign policy out to the UN. Other senarors
began plotting to make Clinton’s “weakness™ an
issue to exploit in the 1998 elections.

The biatant isapship of thesc attacks was 2s
shocking as the absurdity of the arguments used,
For cxample. the "night the agreement was
reached in Iraq, Republican Senator Arlen Spec-
ter, parroting the party line, had just announced
that he would introdoce a “leel-good, do-
pothing” Senate resolution calling for the over-
throw of Saddam Hussein. . .

Io 1990, the senator, ltke many of his col-
leagues, had visited Baghdad and supported the

iragi leader. More recently, on 28 January this
year, he had co-sponsored the Senate bill that
was to authorise the president to use force
against Irag. But on 12 February, Specter noted
that he would not support the effort for three
reasons: after attending four meetings in his
state, be noted that his constituents were not sup-
portive and “had concerns about our goals™ in
Iraq; recalling his travels throughout the Middle
East, he noted that many jn the region had com-
mented on our “abuse of power™ and “our ar-
rogance™ in dealing with other countries: and he
noted that “we do not have the cooperation of
others™ in this attack on Irng.

Now, less than two weeks later, with the Sec-
retary-general of the United Nations having se-
cured an agreement, the senator had somehow
decided that it would be neither “mmogant™ nor
“sbusive” for the Republican Semate to criticise
the president and the United Nations. Specter in-
dicaled no sympathy for the suffering of the lra-
gi people becense, he said. “they are responsible
for Saddam™.

This Rambo-like mentality runs rampant among
some of the so-called “experts™ as well. With
the erisis somewhat subsided, they have allowed
their fantasies to run wild. For the most part,
their views share a number of common de-
nominators: they bave no understanding of the
reality of Iraq or the broader Middle Easg what
they propose are largely atempts to transpose
Reagan-era Afghanistan and Nicaragna ad-
ventures onto Iraq; since nooe of these schemes

. will ever be used, their proponents can, withont

any sense of responsibility, propose whalever
they will.

A former US ambassador. Edward Peck. made
the most incisive comment of ithe week. When
asked by the host of one TV show 1o cvaluate
one of these right-wing proposals. Peck said,
“Well, I've been hearing such things from a nem-
ber of people — people who dor’t know any-
thing about Irag, which. of course, is nothing lo
be ashamed of. unless they're talking about
Iraq.”

%qul with little shame and even less knowledge
and responsibilitv. the Senate and its supporters
will conlinue 1o challenge the presideni and the
secretary-general. The administration may resist
these efforts. but resisting is not enongh. Kofi
Annan created a framework for the resolution of
the crisis, but the crisis has not yet passed.

Irag will now be iested, and i1 must comply.
If it is wise, the Iraqi regime will not only
move decisively to comply and clear 21l of its
outstanding files with the weapons inspection
teams, it will also display a genuine readiness
to resoive other ouistanding LN resolutions.

The government in Baghdad should recogmise
recent gains in ending regional and international
jsolation. Through reform and reordered prior-
jties, the government could help torm a new page
in its regional relations — if it is wise.

The UN and the US will also be tested, however. If
Iraq complics, the United Nations must signal its
readiness fo lifi economic sanctions at a specified
time. The Iragi people have paid too dearly and too
long for the crimes of their regime, While an arms

coatrol regimen and some element of containment and
deterrence will remain in place indefinitely. food and
medicine are not enough. The country must be al-
TIowed 10 rebuild its civilian infrastructure (water, sew-
age, eclectricity, bealth care, educational facilities,
efrc.).

For its part. the United States must be more
forthcoming in its relations with the region. This
past crisis shovld have made clear that the Unil-
ed States has serions work to do if it wanls lo
win the “hearts and minds”. not to mention the
trust, of the Arab peoples. This is the bartle that
the United States must wage and win if its allies
and interests are to be secure. The weapons in
this war are justice and balance — and they must
be applied across the board. A good place to be-
gin. of course, is with a determined and dramatic
new approach to the peace process. This will re-
quire more than half-steps and small percentages
{13 per cem is as much an insult to Palestinian
aspirations as 9 per cent). The United States
must declare s principles and its vision for the
furure: an end to settlements on occupied land,
the establishment of a Palestinian state, security
for all based on nommnalised ties and justice, and
a region free of ail threats of war and weapons
of mass destruction.

With the most recent crisis still fresh and
wounds still open. there is no time like the
present for real leadership to help move the re-
gion toward peace,

The writer is the dirccior of the Washington-
based Arab-American Institute.
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in the Nile

Verdi's Aida: Cairo Opera Company.
Cairo Opera Chnir. Caire Operg
Bualler Compuny and Cairo Opera
Orchestra: fvan  Filev. comductor;
Abd Alla Saad. Jirector: Main Hall,
Caire Opera Honse; 220 23 und 23
February

It is no use telling vour millionaire
aunt to go jump in the river Nile. es-
pecially if she happens to be Aida
who is. after all. refated to Isis her-
self. She will tell you directly. go
jump in vourself. Aunt Aida has
many powerful relations. so caution
is best. Like an Indian goddess. she is
a nulti-armed deity. and a jab 1o the
Jaw by one of her arms is likely w
prove a knock-out blow.

This almosit happened with the fate-
ful performances of Verdi’s tough
old masterpiece. Aide during its re-
cent descent upon the Cairo Opera
House,

Four performances were given. the
first by an experienced home team.
They wmed in a splendid and dra-
matically  highlv-charged  show.
Came the second performance and a
minor fate challenged the company
— Auntie struck her first blow. The
highly decorated inrernational tenor,
Renato Francesconi, went down with
an unnamed virus. no voice, and in a
few hours. without any rehearsal or
preparation, the young Egyptian ten-
or, Walid Korayam. slepped in and
saved Aida and her family from an
operatic fate worse than death -~ a
last minute cancellation. Show three
went on without a tremor, being a re-
peat of show one.

But no joy reigned. No one can
cheek an cold trouper. The inter-
national tenor rose from bis bed of
pain, and appeared with visible effort
and awful results in the fourth and
last performance. He swam bravely
on. but Act I saw him sinking fast for
the last time and. within almost min-
utes, he was fished up oui of the Nile
by the same young Egyptan Walid
Korayam who. again with complete
success. even rriumph. finished the
remaining three acts. So Aida floated
1o victory thanks to him.

It takes more than a virus to keep
Aida quiet. Everything sang on fri-
umphantly. Aida is a curvy. cunoing
old opera Nothing sinks it because
its bone structure is made of Verdi's
best stainiess steel and it can survive
a tidal wave of turmoils. Aida ca-
tastrophe tales haunt all major opera
houses, and so the Cairo Opera
House has now one of its own.

Verdi, half-way through the howrs-
long tale, suddenly changes the dra-
matic course and pressure. These
pressures fall pot on the heroine, but
on to Rhadames and the ualucky
daughter of the Egyptian pharaoh.
mezzo-soprano Amncris. She and the
temor ire given runaway scenes of
tremendous theatrical power and
sympathy. eclipsing all others in the

This opera could easily be called
Amneris instead of Aida. Verdi roust
have realised this, so gave the so-
prano Aida celestial phrases to sing
at the end. But nothing cguld erase
the tragic plight of Amneris and her
bartle- with big power business —
army. religion. religious prejudice
and social inju'?‘ll.i;e. Verdi was ?Jn
home ground. opera is a cau-
tionaryglt-g]c of when 10 know what
not to do if you foce the panoply of 2
conservative officialdom. Some go o
heaven and some to prison.

The first of the four Aidas had Tman
Mustafa and Hassan Kami in the
leads. They know their roles and the
roles know them. Mustafa goes from

good 10 great: in fact. she seems to be
another singer altogether from wwo
vears past. Taller. slimmer. poised
and secure as an actress, confident
musically. she uses her long. highly
placed tones with discretion and pur-
ity. Her singing suggests exciting
new areas to conguer. She might be
the one to offer Cairo its first Norma.

Hassan Kami. at certain moments
in all his roles. seems 10 chose scenes
of nobility bemayed to accentuate.
Rhadames is full of such op-
portunities. and his caring phrases of
despair and love without hope were
moving and dignified. He never
swaggers or struts, and in tenor ter-
ritory these are precious virtues.

The two home team Aidas were in-
cident-free. set in newly worked
scenes which do their best to steer be-
tween ancient stand-and-deliver op-
era Orientalist Aida, and something
some way new, The chorus gets mov-
ing and reacting. All the actions are
tightened up to keep the strong plot
always on the go and. musically. Ivan
Filev knows his way through the Ver
dian score to accentuate always jis
breautiful clarity and precision.

And so the big stage fairly buzzed
with activity. Gods and black granite
figures loom and are it by a sense of
murky. anciemt world unease. The
columns in the big hall catch light

- from whatever suns and mooas shone

on all those embalmed pharachs and
their slaves. An effort is made not to
strangulate a modern audience. In-
stead. a golden glow of ferocious
pharaanic activity is given. We were
in theatre space-time. not in the an-
nex to a national museum.

Awatef El-Sharkawi is always an
easy listea as Amners, and she
moves about grandly in space, as did
Claude Rathle and Abdel-Wahab El-
Sayed as the singers of the pharachs
of each of the four performances.

Listeners wait for Reda EI-Wakil to
begin his portentous sounds. the god-
father of the priesily mafia. Lofty and
quite nasty. he pur the fear of all
these thousands of gods into poor
mortals. EI-Wakil can be a crocodile
or a fly. Some feat. Aida’s father
Amonasro. over-dressed in swathings
of zebra and snake skins, looked a bit
mangy. Probably correct, but the cos-
tume spoiled the performance of
power of this role by both singers.
Gaber El-Beltagui and the Russian
import. Ivan Pooomarcnko. They
looked like people out of a travel-
worn touring show, not characters
from the Cairo Opera.

The two messengers in the tense k-
tle scene In which they tell of the per-
il approaching Memphis in the com-
ing war was done preste and con brip
by Tamer Tawfik and Mohamed Abu
El-Kheir. The entire production. in-
cluding the two catastrophe Aidus.
wus direcled by Abd Alla Saad.
whose imprint on opera productions
cenerally has been apparent and re-
freshing. Gradually the ancient “clas-
sic” productions are receiving a
shake-up by him. A new imagination
is at wortk with no dust covers.

So too the two caastrophe Aidirs.,
When Violelte Makar made the an-
nouncement over the loudspeaker
that there was to be a rescue job un-
dertaken by Walid Korayam. the
young Cairo tenor siepping in o cope
with Rhadames. one of opera’s great
heroes. a tremor went through the
regular audignce. He is known as a
singer of great physical gifis. sen-
sitivity and dignity. And the voice?
Another thing. Wayward, constricted,
sometimes smangled. and mostly un-
der pressure. Verdi, as usual. offers
no help. So the opera opens with

Rhadames doing his “celeste Aida™.
taking singer and actor through the
mincer at the word go. Korayam used
to belong to the oid story in the mu-
sic books: when he stood up to sing,
they all laughed. But on this night he
strode out on to the stage with the
athletic tread of an Olympic gold me-
dallist out to collect his winning tro-
phy. Theatrical bravery in action. He
locked magnificent in his handsome
costume. Tall. relaxed. but powerful
— every inch the army commander.

And the voice? It strode out of the
shadows as well. It was free. open.
and in perfect tune throughout the en-
tire four acts. He managed every
phrase with confidence, and moved
around the stage as one who be-
longed (o it. not a nervous stranger as
before. His performance was sym-
pathetic. The target of two women's
love, he bore himself without the
slightest trace of vanity, and looked
gentle. but dangerous. a proper man,
not a bad actor deoing a comic run-
through of an army type. The tragic.
possessive love of Amneris gets on
his merves — and he shows it. He
throws back his head in defiant an-
swer to all ber demands. patiently.
understandingly, but terminally. You
keep the trembling throne. you rule,
but not over me or my love for Aida.
He was a father figure to her. and she
needed it Birer fate.

How Korayam came to embody all
these elements is a mystery known
only to the operatic stage. /I arrive, il
rest un pen, il depart — sans sign.
Cocizauvian. He had the suppont of
Carol Byers as Aida, from the US
and the big houses of Europe. to as-
sist him. She too looked splendid.
and her looks are backed by a pow-
erful, beautful voice and by mus-
icality and expressiveness. She too
knew exactly what she was about,
and did it with distinction. Aida
peeds moments of Verdian high pi-
anissinto soprano tone dreaded by all
singers. Byers sailed over the heights
of the third act, midnight blue and lu-
nar silver, then her voice darkened
and deepened to the tragedy of this
homeless, stateless wanderer baffeied
from all sides by powers over which
she has no conmrol. She was bitter and
beautiful as the opera proceeded.
And by the end a new picture of Aida
was made. Neither a heavy dramatic
soprano nor a wilting lyric lying
prone in the shadow of Amneris, but
a real, fearful and struggling human
creature forced by circumstances to
the brink of madness. Wagner and
Strauss are there for Byers's fumre
afention.

Aida has a doppelganger in this op-
era — Amneris. And what 2 haunting
creature does Hanan El-Guindi make
of her. Again. tall, slim. elegant and
dartingly forceful. She has a bright
high mezzo soprano and a presence
impossible not to watch when she is
on stage. Her princess is no stuck-up
dowager. but young, quick moving.
mater doloresa of the unlooked-for
miseries. She”s lost. out of touch and
reason, and abandoned, Even in the
big Act [ spectacular she threw her-
self into the demanding music with
heroic courage for one so young. All
the sympathy of a large awdience
went 1o her. She save a star luntioos-
ity to all her scenes,

So the opera Aida came 1o Cairo.
Aida of all people, no ancient aunt,
no soliciting rravel voucher from
Luxor via outer space, but a tight,
compact knock in the face from Tvan
Filev, the living proscenium of the
Cairo Opera”House and a band of
singers, young, full of courage and
talent. about 1o spring their leaps ino

loguog jueys ajoyd

David Blake was waving, not drowning

new areas, presenied here in Cairo
itself where they belong. Byers. El-
Guindi. Korayam and the producer
Abd Alla Saad — everyvihing is pos-
sible with these talents. They belong
to Cairo. But is Cairo ready for
them? Birds fly if not nurtured.

Music for All: Caire Opera Or-
chestra: Wolfgang Marschner and
Mahmoud Osman, soloists; Main
HMall Cairo Opera House: 27 Feb-
ruary

This was a concert for all, but aft,
unhappily. did not come. Some came
and heard what might likely prove to
be one of the loveliest concerts of
the year. Beethoven's Violin Con-
certo in D major, op 6! and
Brahms's Concerto for violin. also
in D major, op 79, Musical pleasures
and portents are mysteries account-
able to nothing and no one. But this
smalt concert had everything. A mat-
infe performance is always a pleas-
vre, particalarly if there are lots of
children, two masterpieces, two mas-
ter fiddlers to play them, the Cairo
Opera Orchestra making a bit of mu~
sical history for itself and a con-
ductor of greamess who can make
anything work — Alain Margoni.

The Beethoven violin concerto is a
classic mopolith with a soft. warm
and wild heart. Osman’s playing is
meticulously exact, sound and re-
verberate, and though the tone of the
violin is never large it was always
true.

The concerto is custom made for
the player. Srong clear themes flow-
ing into wide open crescendi, it is
solid and warm. but never tragic, al-
ways Olympian. There are trills eve-
rywhere and cadenzas to enchanL
The second movement was really ex-
alted, an elegiac sunset. a string
beaven with Osman easy and the
tone of his violin broadening to a
golden yellow haze like a painting
of the end of the day by Poussin —
a gloat in immortality. As if Bee-
thoven distrusted too much heavenly
immortality, the last movement is a
dance of joy with tears to show how
happy listening can be. Music is the
pertect healer. Leave the street tu-
mult. go straight into Music for All
at the start of the dead men’s rush of
mid-afterncon traffic, and begin to
live again.

_The Brahms concerto brought a
life travellerfworder, Wolfgang
Marschner. As Osman was almost
Gocthe-like in his Beethoven.
Marschner was wmultuous De-
lacroix in his Brahms. Marschner is
a wonder. Al that certain age he still
brings the wild and penetrating ques-
tuoning spirit of what he was as a
teenager. No matter if the tone goes
a bit thin and hard worked here and
there, no mauer if there are finger
stumbles — whar power and energy
he brings to every phrase he plays.
The four movements seemed to spill
over cach other into one so eager
were Margoni and Marschner to fill
out the vast spaces of Brahms.
. ing petrol over angels’ wings
is one of Brahms's hobbies. He sets
fire to everything. There are no years
to Brahms’s music, nothing passes,
sometimes it is so flat nothing seems
1o move ai all. Then a splash of flame
and life begins. We receive instant
hegavenly benedicton.
rahms’s  gray-blue  oceanscape,

Marschner's edgy enjoyment. and 51ee
\hvhole ¢oncerto goes into a dance — a
eavy. swealy peasant stomp. Who
but Brahms would dare tﬂ.ﬁ‘? But it
works. Everyone's 20, and the con-
cert 18 over.
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Cenur of Art | AlMashad Al
Swisyn 51, Zmmalek. Tel 340 8211
Dy exx Fri [0am-i1.30pm &
5_30pm-9.30pm Urail 9 Muarch.

Yonssef Assar{Pamlings)
Main Hall. Al-Ahram Bidg, Ai-Golaa
5t Bowlag Tel 578 6100-800. Dmily

awn-pm. Until 10 Mareh.

Gazbis Sirry {Pamtings)

Ewart Gallery. Mam Campus. Amer-
ican University in Cairo, Al-Sheikh Ri-
han 5. Tel 357 5436. Daily exc En,
Yom-Spm. Uil 10 March.

Exbibstion catitled Lust For Colour.

Raod (Paintings .
Djcbane P
St Mohandezsin, Tel 546 1242 Dailx
10am.2.30pm &% Spm-9pm. Unrd 12
March =
Floral desipus under the btle [ Will
Survive.
Collective E:!llluﬁo;: P &
Sheba Gallery. . 6 5ri Lanka 5.,
Zamalek Tel 343‘;19_‘. Daly exc Sun.
10am-Spme. Untd 12 March.

Waercolours and pastels of Cairo
Monica Warson, em-

abstract [T
acrytics and multimedia by Judith Ter-
prank

Akhmim Aris & Hondicralts

Associction of Upper Egypt for Ed-
meation and , 65 Al
Obeissi St. Daher. Operung 5 March,
Spm. Daily [2noon-Rpm. Unnl 12

March.
Praducts from the Community Centre
of Akhmim and the Youth Cemtre of
Hagaz,

Sherif .

Espace Gallery, ) Al-Sherifein St
Downtown. Tel 393 1699 ODmlx
J0am-2om & Gpm-Open: Fri Gpm-9par
Unnl 13 March.

ings)

Ji;“f:wﬁ Gallery. 3 Al-Nil 5t be-
hird Cuire Skeratan, Giza. Dai-
Iv Yam-3pm & Spm-Spm. Untid
I3 March.

Collective Exhibition )
Isalion Cultaral Insiitwe, 3 Al-
Sheikh Al-Maraafi St. Zamalek
Tel 3 8791, Dailv exc Fri &
Sat, 10om-2pm & Spm-Spm. Un-
1il I8 March

tect Scnato Lorusso. of Usbeki- B
stan by Lucio Rispoli and of ta- #
Iy by Hany EE-Goweily. ‘

E
3

Al-Mansonr Mobamed Si. Zum-
alek Tel 340 3349 Duaily exw
Sem. 10.30am-3pm & -_30pm-

9pm. Until 20 March.

Moopir El-Shoarsni  (Cal-
ligraphy)

Cairo Berlin . 17 Yoos-

sef Al-Gruindi Se. Bah Al-Locug.

Tel 393 1764, Daily exc Sen,

I2noon-dpm & Spm-Bpm. Until
March,

Mohsen Skaalan (Paintings)

Spiro Arts Gallery, 6 Rd 77C, Golf
Area, Moadi Tel 351 4362, Opening 5
March, 7om. Daily 1am-9pm. Unsil
22 March.

The Greeks of Alexandria (Pbowo-

Skattr, Alexardric. Daily exc Sun
dpm-Spm; Sat l0am-Ipm. Unsl 22
March.

Listings

FILMS
[

Jules Dawsin Film Festival

Salvage Theatre, Greek Scborl, 65 Al
Eskander Al-Akbor St Sl Uee-
urddria

& Mureh, T.30pe: Chrlst Recrucilied
1173600

Iialian Fims
Ligtion Cultveral Instituze. * Al-Shelh
Al-Marsi 8t vah'nnrid g0 ¥R

Juecied by M. Nichetti
8 March, Torz Mediteryanes {990,
direcied by G Salvatoncs,

Wim Henders Films

Goethe Institate, 5 Abdel-Salam Arcf
Sr Rab EMlpeg. Tel 575 9872,
6. 30ps
G.lggink:ﬂuhﬂnﬂﬂsFIMi
n gtfmﬁ: Same Player Shoots Again
(1967

il .;i.:m'.-:Snmer in the Cin
11497,

Notivg: 3
Cemmercial ememas now chinge their
programmes crery Bednesdey. The in-
formaton provided is valid through o
Tuesds atter which it 15 wise to check
wath the ciztwas. Arabic films are sel-
rdom subuzled. For more ofongation,
consuct the vewar.

Tlanie .

Drive In. emirance of Al-Sheroug Cin.
Curire-Ismilia deserr rogd. Tel DIZ-
219 0331, Duil, 6.30pm & 9.30pm:
Tor & Fri midrizie show. Ramsis
Rilten I. Corntche Al-Nd St Tel 574
735 Daily [3dom  I30pm &
6.30pm. MGM, Kollrvat Al-Nusr Sy.
Maadh Tel 352 .g;rﬁ Darlv ‘{‘ﬂl‘il;l.
#] K & . Radio, M Ta-
hﬂ‘ L{::bﬁ?:r Dowmtawn. Tel 575
0562 Dailv [Oam. ipm. 3pm, fpor &
G,

Tamorrow Never Dies

Remsiz Hilton I1. Cormicks Al-Nil S

}'el 57 .'-;-t.?wo n;:é-.- l;am;i.fﬂp&l.
-i'y'm. B Jﬂpun

Nasr Oy PT":J 262 9407, Duily
10.30am, 330pm, 630pm & 930,

Mrtro. 35 Tuigar Harb 51, Downiawn.

Tl 393 2897 Duilv [0am. lpm. 3pm,

6o & o,

Plerce Brosnan »tars as the new 007,

Mr Bean
Caire Skerugen. \l-Gulaz 5. Gice
Tcf Aol 6020, Daly 10 i0om, Ipm.

G 5 Abdel-Hamid Ba
dawl St Heliopohs. Tel 293 1872 Dai-
h 3.30pm. & 9.30pm. Karint £,

S Emadeddin 5. Devntzen. Tel 592

Nermamdy. 31 Al-Ahram 5, He-
bepolie Tel 258 0254, Daily 12.30pm,
3 3Upm_ 6_30pm & 9.30pm.

6.30pm & 9_30pm. Sphinx, Sphint
Mohandessin Tel 346 4017 Daily

= Emadeddin 51, Down-
?unb:ﬁ ;?9 Sﬂbg:l::v I0am, I

i d . D 17 Al-alfi St,
Emadeddin m-mnnw. Tel 502 4};’17.

Lidn, 23 Emadeddin S1, Downtown,

Tel 593 4284, Dailv Hum, lpm, Jpm,

;F"D: Spm. MD.;IJI-i!jB Talaar Harb
A MTU T, ity IO, i

Gpmr & 9pm, . Jp.

' lsmafia Ragek G i
and , aey {Ismaiha Back

Rivoll IF, 26 Juiv Si. Downtown. Tef
375 5u53. Daity 1pm. 3.30pm, 6. 30pm,
8pm & 10pm, Karim I, |5 Emadeddin
St Dowmtown, Tel 592 4830, Daily

40am, Ipin, 3pm, fipm & Spen.

The : .
IWPETQxdlmMmdnu
DANCE

[ -]

Swan Lake Baliet

Main Hell, Opera House. Gezira, Tel

EELE T EAN
e arch,

Cairo Opera Baller Company and
the Caite Opers Orchestet perform

" rector of the French mission to Wes-

Maousals Nago

Music
| ]

Musicat

Al-Horrowi Haasww Aeund A-Ahar
Movgar, Al-Suew Tel 323 7001, &
Marrh.

The I'.r!?ia:lu-&.ﬂﬁhn nd Toms
posed ewlusively of wumcn e
Ahdel- prrassio; S Fena ol
ioet, while. sanorhune 58 socals,
A fae

lmd 'u#- -‘u m

Gombowriya Thectre, Gomiicuriv
Alclin, Tel 391 w956 5 Murch. Yan.
Clonducted by Sefmn Szhoh

Youth Cheir & the Bix Rand of tin

Conservalonre
Spsd] Hall. Onera House, Gezra, T
A39 8131 T March, Som. .

Cairo Symphony Orchentra

Main Bell Oreta Hesse, o3 abowe T
March, Spm.

Cumpositiops i Besthowem, B
Sharwan and Brahms, with peapn sulpt
Benm Ake Lupdin cooducwed By
Sayer Awad
Musical Youth Assciation

Small Hall, Opera Hrexe, as clove. &
March, Spo

THEATRE

Gombhouriva Theatre. Gemthrarna 5.,
S ried oy Lot i Ramf, s

; Sayed the play is direcied
?yb}mms" ml-klm_. Pw?ﬁn“.m El-
Haggar, Rama Fordd Showgi, Asheaf

Iralficn Cultsoral Institute, 3 Al-Shekh
Al-Marsafi 51, Zemalek. Tel 340 8701
5 March, 6pm.

Preseniation of the book by the same ti-
tie by Profcssors Larfy Abdel-Wahah

Mohamed throhi
na.'!'heu#m'llbefolluwslbylh:
screening of Cleepatra (p. I. directed
by Mo p-

Coliections 3
versity in Caire. corner of Al-Sheildh
Rihan and Mansour Sis, Tet 357 5060,

& March, Spm.

Lecture by Christian B Leblanc, di-
em Thebes. The lectere is in conjunc-
tion with the exhibition entitled
“Homage to Howand Carter: An Ex-
hibition C:::mmg s \uﬂu:’f Ex-
ploration D h

of the Kings.™ " ey
Family Ritoals of Life and Death
Councll, 192 ALNH 5t Agoucn. Tel
30!33!9‘;!9;&::&. 7o,

Lectare Jiricia Spencer. secretary

Al-Nisr 5. Mo-
handessin. Tel 361 1932 10 Marchk,

Spm_
‘::LDCM University. Washmg-

All information correct al time of go-
g to press. 1 renniing wise
to check with venues first, since pro-
Fammes, dates and Times are sabject
fo change at very short notice. .
Please send mformation to Lisangs. Af-
Ahram Weelfv, Galaa St, Cairn. -
Tel 5786064,

Fax 5786089/833.

Compiled by
Injy EFKashef

Around the galleries

AFRICA is the soorce of in-
spiration for technically ac-
complished paintings in a va-

f ricty of media by Mohamed

Shaker on show at the Span-
| Meanwhile, the araple gal-
ery space at Al-Hanager, oo

pamntngs
pastel and penci! drawings by
Magda Saad El-Din. Though
well-intentioned in their af-
lempts at simplicity, these 100
often miss their mark and.
leave the viewer with the im-
pression of compositional su-.

perficiality. © e
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{7 as anovelistto
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“I came to fiction-writing quite late in life, tuminfgl:o
it after I grew weary of the dominant politics of the
timoe. T came 1o the navel as a refugee, almost certain

that this was o whim, a brief respite after which I-

would return, once again, to politics. to change the

world. But as T was to realise quite quickly, my late ar- -

rival to the novel was not a mistake, because fiction-
writing, like all other medinms of expression, calls
for... life experience, including failure sometimes, and
my own political experience... had taught me a great
deal. I also came to understand that the novel can nev-
er be a mere station, a crossing: either it becomes an
eternal homeland, or it cannot be. Fiction-writing does
not lend jtself to being a margi, or a temporary res-
pite; it cannot be a,whim or a sertling of scores with a
given regime or fhié poliftal establishment. No sooner
€x) -of the novel than you be-
come its captive it becomes your world, your pas-
sion and dreams, and quite possibly everything for
you. Bven the desire to change the world is condi-
tioned by it, for one of the criteria of that desire is that
the novel should exist, that it should be sound, and
that the world should be discovered and. vndersiood

anew through the novel as a prelnde w effecting .

change. .

Tt seem 1o me at times that whoever has a passion for
tbe novel can find no substitnte for it... nor can he bear
life without it. Thus, embarking on a novel is i Tself
the objective and target. Even-the siibject-matter of the

novel — any novel — is ofien no more than g-cause, a’

raison d’etre for the novelist to continue. For if si-
lence prevails, loneliness closes in, and then comes
emptiness. and thes the end. The novel, then... is a
homelangd and a passion before all else. : )
The novel, for whoever has not undergone it, is a
hardship. a suffering unlike any other. And yetitis a
pleasurable, creative and sometimes surprising suf-
fering for in the end it yields something that even its
creator had not expected, and this is what keeps the
novelist going in this dangerous adventure. As for
this change, which was a primary motive for huning
to the novel after politics, we must admit that the
world we live in holds faflure and disenchantment, as
well as stolen pleasures, as to make us disconteated.
It is, therefore, for us to articulate this bravely, in a
clezr. loud voice, and to call on ourselves and on oth-

.+ Abdel-Rafiman Mouni, winner.of the prize i
*-Cairo Conferefica on the Arabie:Novel, préserited his testimony -
paticipants. Bélow-are extracts . . T

2 Coe -

2

ers to find a more beautiful and more humane for-
- mula for life. , | _ '

As long as one is alive one shonld make every effort

to render life less bland, and less vgly, if thar is, one
- cannot make it exceedingly beautiful and enjoyable.

Among the reasons why the Arab novel has emerged
as the pnme medium for expression is the big defeats
.that began in 1948. These defears revealed the extent

_ of our illusions and blinkering, and allowed us to per-
ceive reality in a néw way. They also created move-
ment in this stagnant Arab swamp and one question af-
ter the other burst forth. The novel is the biggest and

. most important repository of questions, because it re-
reads the statas quo, flees certitndes, seeks out possibil-
ities, sounds out other faceis. Thus we fGred that the
‘Arab novel, in its entanglement with real life, broaches
questicns and never claims for itself the exclusive abil-

ity to provide answers. And this may be the ideal meth-
od for many to copperate in searching for what is Jost,
without the spirit of prophecy or the illosions of the
whole truth.

In this sense, the broaching of political questions in
the Arab novel i5 both an expression of the stams quo
and of a dire peed. This is why I tarned my atrention
from the start to political detention in its capacity as
one of the symbols of the times, then to petrolepm as
the curse that envelops Arab reality in its entirety,
from the Ocean 1o the Gulf, and which continues 1o ex-
pose us, on a daily basis, to punishment on vadous lev-
els. The 1967 defeat made me mum to fiction-writing
0ot &s an escape. but as a means of confrontation. The
defeat had an impact that can never be forgoten. An
Arab world of this vastness anod this potential, and also
with this huge quantity of slogans and clamour, sud-
denly falling and collapsing, and not in six days, bat in
the space of a few hours. The defeat threw into relief
the grave contradictions in the Arab situation...

Social disparities and coniradictions throughout the
Arab world are such that nenrality is impossible, par-
ticularly since deafness and backwardress characterise
the ruling classes... We should therefore stand by the
downtrodden, the abused, the oppressed, and not allow
ourselves to become an instrument in the bands of the
ruling classes or mouthpieces for the rich or servants
ina:li.e foreign circles that wonld have us remain back-
W

eland

of the prizé awarded by the First - -

i Srou Miister of Caléurs Faronk ~ ~

One should make reference here to two forms of cen-
sorship that hamper the growth of the novel: the cen-
sorship exercised by society and that exercised by the
siate. If stare censorship is undersiandable. if un-
acceptable for the most part, then what of sociery”s cen-
sorship? The oppressed also practice all the forbidden
things in secret and enjoy them to the full in daily life
— through swear words, gossip, scandals and nude
photos — even while they forbid the novelist from
writing about any of this. Arab society is one of the
strangest of societies, because it practices all manner
of things secretly and yet fears that a single word. no
matter how indirect, shonid be said or written about
this secret life. It is the wask of the novel to head
straight there, to the secret life, to try and expose it and
o exhort people in a resonant voice: be brave and con-
fess. But that the writer, particularly the novelist, sub-
mit to this general hypocrisy and resort to concealment
when all is known (o others, this would be a form of
complicity and acquiescence.

The more courageous the novel, regardless of its sub-
ject maner, the more it can shake the rotten roois.
clean away the thick Jayers of dust and bacome an in-
strument of discavery, of knowledge. of freedom... In
this respect. I often call npon the daring of our fore-
fathers who bave said many things we would not dare
to say now, and who confronted courageously those
who tried to impose taboos... Why then should we not
ry to break the taboos and create a general atmosphere
that nurtures these attempis. not for the sake of sensa-
tionalism but to let the sun into all corpers so that it
can light up all aspects of life...

But to return to my experience as a npovelist, 10 my
first novel and the ore I"m writing now. My first novel
was a step in the dark. a testimony which was, ro an ex-
tent, autobiographical. But no sooner was it complete
than the big worry began: what is to be written now,
and how? And with the attempt to answer these wo
questions, anxiery and worry increase. It is no secret
that every new novel is more difficult than the one be-
fore it, constituting a greater challenge tw the novelist
and the endeavour of fiction-writing because the pro-
cess of searching and discarding calls for a great deal
of experience and exertion. I have tried, from very ear-
Iy on, to keep one cardinal question always before my
eyes: ©0 what kind of novel do I aspire? I searched

PHCUI U BESIORY E0I010

into English by Peter
- | Theroux under-the

Magousiyya (A
Magian Love Story),
1 AFAan Hupa, Aw

quicetly. assiduously, for a formula, or a number of for-
mulas, that could constitute the novel. In my... novel,
Al-Achgar Wa Ightival Marzpuk (Trees and the As-
sassinarion of Marzouk}, 1 recoursed to myth, in Sharg
Al-Mutawassii (East of the Mediterranean), I sought a
polyphony of voices, continued my search in Al-
Nihavar (Endings) where I made the short-story part
of the novel, and tried with my friend Jabra [Tbrahim
Jabra] ... to open up a new honizon for the Arab novel
by co-auvthoring "Aalam Bila Kharait (A World With-
out Maps). In place of the human being, or alongside
him, ] made of animals my heroes in a number of nov-
els. including Al-Ashgar, Al-Nihavai, Hin Tarakna Al-
Gisr (When We Left the Bridge). I also tried to give
place a haman dimension, so 1o speak When the land
is treated with cruelty it screams, calls for help, pro-
tests. When the machines thrust their claws into the
palm trees in Mudun Al-Malk (Cites of Salt), for ex-
ample, the irees resist, challenge the machines and,
losing oul in this confronlation, scream and weep be-
fore they fall, in an atternpt to be one with the earth
once again. The same can be said about the single, in-
dividoal hero [in my works]. For if my first novel re-
volved around a single hero, the ]ater novels search for
a hero and heroism of a different order. This Is what 1
attempted specifically in Mudun Al-Malh where every
character who appears is, in a sense, a hero — of a
particular situation, for a span of time or of a given
siate of being... And this can be a path for the Arab
novel. drawing on the old waditions of Arab narrative,
and this is what I suggest should be attempred by nov-
clists.

I have recently become less inclined towards ideol-
ogy. in favour of a greater interest in popular culture.
With its linguistic richness, the diversity of its sourc-
es. its historical vistas. popular colture can lead us to
the heart of things... .

Today. the Amab novel is better than it was yesterday
and tomorrow it should be even berer than it is today.
This pecessitates that we should tolerate each other,
that we should accept a variety of techniques, that we
should make room for experimentation. It may well be
the good-fortune of the Arab novel that it does not
need a prince or a priest to accomplish it.

Transiated by Hala Halim

Texts and tiff

The last chapter of the First Cairo Conference on the
Arabic Novel; (22 to 26 February) closed w:th the dis-
tinguished povelist Abdel-Rahman Mounif receiving
the Cairo Award for Fiction Wiiting. Among the
members of the jury. headed by Ihsan Abbas, were

Fathi Ghanem. Al-Tayeb Saleh, Mabmoud Amin El-

Alim, Tewfik Bakkar, Youmnz El-Id, Radwa Ashour,
Faisal Darraj and Abdel-Hamid Dirwass. The award
itsetf comprises the sum of LES0,000 and @ cerdf-

i f merit. .
m;t;y;t's launching of the conference stands as tes-

umonymmeﬂounshingof-ﬁcﬁmwﬁﬁnginlhe:

world. The conference was originally schednled
mmm 1997, but had 10 be in view
of the huge quantity of submissions for the award
which the jory was hard-pressed to read in mof e
Over the period of five days at the venue 1
conference. the Greater Cairo Library in Zamalek, it
washecﬁcpoppinginandomdsﬁ;mongfogn;e
many coaferces and speakers, be they wamers, ac-
ademics or ists, Between ﬂ:cplenmy:?ssmi
the round-table discussions and testimonieS of DOVE

ists, some of which overlapped, the choice was. far

from easy. ] ocing the Tol-
all, 18 sessions were held, explorng

lo&r‘inc themes: “The Specificity of e Aral:I Nom
“In Soarch of Specificity”, “The Arab Novel an

Question of [dentiry™, “Anti-novel-centrism , “The
Areb Novel from an International ctive™, “The
Novel and Heritage”, “The Arab Novel in its Local
Mznifestations™, “Modernist Novels and Modemu -
ism”™. “Feminist Novels™. wThe Text and the Un-
speakab‘ te Sub-text”, “The Novel and the Aqsd;fut:cs
of Reception™ “Autobiography and the - Im?-
i ] Novel”, “The Political and Social Im-
g e Novel n wAlienation aod

ined-, “The Novel and History ,
agines - fonship with the Other”,, “Novels of the
Desert~ and “The Prison Novel™

. reader is unleashed in search of

Mahmoud El-Wardani provides an overview of the First Cairo
Conference on the Arabic Novel — widely hailed as a great success

Among the main issucs worthy of special atiention
was “Anti-novel-centrism”. The session, moderated
by Arabist Roger Allen, began with a paper by Saudi

- Arabian critic Abdallah Al-Ghozami on the novel 4-0

by Ragaa Alem. Throughout her fictional project,

Alem has espoused a counter writing that would sub-

vert the masculine pamrative paradigm. This she has

done through the ploys of ute, numbering and lin-
guistic units 16 leave a fragmentary text on which the
meaning, The next
speaker, Dr Sabry Hafez, in his paper entitled “Anti-
‘novel-centriszn and the Aesthetics of Post-Modemn
Namrative™. offered a comparative reading between
the nineties generation and the Naguib Mahfouzr one
with the aim of showing that the margipalisation of

. the self in the forerunner’s works led to the prolife-
ratjon of the wifting of the body among the new gen-
eration. In the same session the Egyptian writer based
in Switzerland, Fawzeya Asaad, ed a highly
confused and ing paper which shifted back and
forth between povelists Bahaa Taher and Naguib
Mahfouz, and faced a severe depletion of the audi-
ence, Lebanese critic Rashid Al-Daif tackled post-
sixties ficdon writing in Lebanon which spanned
trends as diverse as the novel of political activism and

Organised by critic and novelist Dr Radwa Ashour,
the five round table discussions focused on such to
ics as “Issues of Formation™, “Realismm and Tts Al-
temnatives”, “The- Novel and History™, “Women's
Novels™ and “The Arab Novel in Translation™. In'the
round wble discussion of “Women's Novels™ Leb-
anese novelist Nagwa Barakal explained that the auto-
biographical novel is a feminist work in the sense that
it narates the ions of women. - Nev-
ertheless, writing for hef, she explained, was a form
of freedom and within every woman are a thousand

* men and it is unfair-to be continzously on the look

out for feminist attributes in every text written by a
woman_ Egyptian fiction writer Iidal Othman brought
out the multiplicity of trends within curent wormen's
writing. There are works. she explained. that re-
confirm the stereotypes about women, others thar link
women's experience with the general and the national
and yet another category that derives from oral. pop-
ular narratives which creates a link between the vari-
ous literary registers. ]

Egyptian novelist Raouf Mossaad was very swident
in his comments, which he prefaced with the observa-
ton that there had been misconceptions in some of
the things said and that more accuracy should he
sought his own readings of women’s writ-
ings, he said, he found a lirerature replete with de-

ion and incapable of achieving anything beyond
ing what has already been written.

“T have not found...in autobiographies anything that
has revealed to us this secret, unknown world.™ Fem-
inist writer Nawal El-Saadawi responded angrily:
*“Why is it that men ridicule women's issues? Every-
thing is topsy turvy_. it’s been 35 years I have not

- spoken in my homeland, as I have had occasion lo

abroad . I am against the “specificity’ of women's
novels. There is no specificity for any kind of lit-
erature.. These are coatrived issues.” Of the new gen-
eration, ficion writer Mag,-ahEI-T@.-ln;mm:a:'c spoke
against the charge of masginalisation for. if indeed
some calegories were marginalised, this was not the
case with women writers who elicit applause with
every new publication. .
Eight sessions of testimonjes brought 30 writers
from all over the Mbo\r??lr:edse r:prcst‘:nm ting vanou.:
generations and trends. most importan
may well be the one which witnessed a display of
mumal animosity between Syrian novelist Hanna
Mina and Libyan writer Ibrahim Al-Kouni. 1o this
session, Gamal El-Ghitani explained that “despite my

complete awareness of the drift towards mortality in
all things I continoe to try and leave a mark, and
what [ write is that mark.™

Algerian povelist Ahlam Mostanghanemi com-
mented that “when you are an Algerian writer and
Algeria visits you everyday with its caravans of the
dead, you must ask yourself about the point of writ-
ing.” Hoda Barakat from Lebanon made of the hero
of her novel Akl Al-Huwa (The Lovers) an example
of the blurred boundaries between the “I" of the au-
wor and the “other” of the fictional character. Linally
posing the question: “Which of us is more true? I or
the fictional character?”

The session closed with the aforementioned quarrel.
Libyan novelist Al-Kouni, drawing on Francois
Mauriac and Dostoyevsky in his testtmony. eliciled
an outburst from Mina who poinied our thar Al-
Kount had failed to skow any link between Dostoyev-
sky and the Arab world and had indeed overiooked
the issues of the Amab world in his own works,

“Some of what you say is indeed primitive,” inter-
rupted Al-Kouni. whereupon Mina, gewing up
leave. threw sarcastically over his shoulder; “Since
you find my words primitive, let me then bow before
the zenius of your philosophy.”

However, this was the only such incident in a con-
ference that was an unqualified soccess. There is no
doubt that the event allowed for a rare face-to-face
dizlogue betwecn the key figures in the field of Arab
fiction writing, in addition marking the laumch of a 5-
volume bibliography of the Arabic novel, compiled
by Dr Hamdi El-Sakkut of AUC. In the closing cer-
emony, Dr Gaber Asfour found further cause for ju-
bilation, apan from the success of the conference, in
the resolution of the Iragi crisis. He also disclosed
that the minister of culture had decided 10 add an
award 1o fumare conferences for the best novel to bave

appeared in the past two years.

Plain Talk

I have often wondered about
what African wrilers, par-
ticularly South African writ-
ers, would choose as the
subject matter of their nov-
els. short stories or poems
after independence. a ques-
tion one could ask regarding
Palestinian writers  after
peace. Nor am 1 the only one
asking this question.

I recently read a revealing
interview with Nadine Gor-
dimer. Nobel and Booker
prize winner. in which she
wag asked: ~Js there lilerary
life afier Apanheid?” After
all, the intsrviewer must
have been thinking, the best
novels, short storizs and
poems produced by wrilers
like Alex Laguma, Garder.
Nzuzu and others dealt with
the problem of Apartheid.

1 knew Laguma quite well
when I was deputy sec-
relary-general of the Afro-
Asjan Writers Union and we
attended numerous confer-
ences together. Laguma was
a black Sowmth African, while
Gordimer was white. Both
were in the same group of
writers who vehemently op-
posed the government’s pol-
icy of Apartheid.

Gordimer's  jnterviewer
believed that “deprived of
the familiar landscape of
Apartheid, her step has fal-
wered.” Nadine Gordimer's
answer was apl and in many
ways reflected not only the
problem of South African
literature, bt also that of
African literature at large.
African writers, she sug-
gested, were not writing for
African, bot for Western
readers, within the context
of a vestigial colonialism.
On the onc hand, the co-
lonialisis® languages were
superimposed on local lan-
guages; while, on the other,
there is a high percentage of
illiteracy among local Af-
rican peoples.

What Gordimer says is
quite  revealing,. Western
readers interest was in
“something called Apan-
heid. They were projecting
on Scuth Africa many of
their own prejudices... and
they wanted to see how oth-
er people worked it out. We
can't offer them thar any-
more, but the whole of the
rest of life is what we are
living."

[ may be mistaken, but I
see some similarities be-
tween post-Apartheid and
post-colonial African writ-
ers, on the one hand, and
post-Cold War writers in the
Soviet Union and Eastern
Euwrope. on the other. Hav-
ing worked as cultural coun-
sellor in three socialist conn-
tries —_ Poland,
Czechoslovakia and East
Germany — I could see and
feel the dilemma of the writ-
ers and artists there. There
may be a difference here in
that while some African
wrilers were writing against
a system, the Eastern writ-
ers, if one might call them
s0, were writing for a sys-
tern.

I suppose the problem that
is facing both groups of
writers has to do with the
kinds of subjects with which
their writings can now deal.
Nadine Gordimer summed it
up beawmtifully when she said
that life did not stop after
the end of Apartheid. “In-
deed.” she added, “life has
opened up. There are so
many new simuations, living
there now you see it, wheth-
er it’s rwo kids aged six and
seven going to school to-
gether for the first time, a
black onc and a whitz one.
And how they will grow up
to think about one another.
What's going 10 happen at
their adolescence, are the
old prejudices going to
come in?.. You know, 1
could think of a dozen siwa-
tions that could come up,
that [ hope are going to be
written about as they hap-
pen.”

The Bridsh press is now
reviewing Gordimer’s latest
novel None to Accompany
Me. This novel situates nself
within the sening of “the
fluid social landscape of the
new South Africa Her fod-
der here is the ambiguities
kicked wp by the dis-
mantling of the old pecking
order.”

Did her writings influence
the government of South Af-
rica? Did she play 2 role in
the ending of Apanheid?
She does not think so. “I
think ope has io be re-
alistic,” she says. “T don’t
think that writers anywhere,
for a long time, have a real
influence ™

“Perhaps,” she contdnues,
“we had a beantening ef-
fect.. But we didn't in-
fluence the govemment be-
cause they banned us or
ignored vs. I don't think any
wrilers, since the generation
of Jean-Pavl Sartre and Ca-
mus in France, have in-

fluznced a government.”
Mursi Saad El-Din
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A life extraordinary

As the world prepares to celebrate Intemational Women's Day on 8 March, Ragi Halim commemorates a woman
remarkable not for her fearless activism, but for her quiet accomplishments: a lifetime’s tireless work in botany, an
more subtle, but nonetheless abiding, achievements in promoting cultural understanding

Vivi Takholm was bom Vivi Laur-
ent in Djursholm (near Stockholm)
on 7 Janvary 1898. and died in
Stockhiolm on 3 May 1978. The
first 28 years of her life were spent
studying and preparing. as if for a
mission; the next 52 years were de-
voted 10 serving Egypt. Aged 28.
she came to Egypt. the young wife
of the first professor of botany in
the newly created Faculty of Sci-
ence of the Egyptian (now Cairo)
University. Her husband. Gunnar
Wilhelm Takholm. died young
{1891-1933), but Vivi stayed on. as
if to complete the mission they had
undertaken together-

Last month. an Egyptian-Swedish
symposium was held 10 com-
mentorale this remarkable woman
who. for 80 years. displaved a re-
markable constancy. A bumane
person with the heart and spirit of a
nun. an artist with the heart and fan-
1asy of a peet. and a scholar par ex-
cellence. with the vision and cou-
rage of pioneer scientist:™ this elegy
was pronounced by Abdel-Fatiah
El-Qassass. o senior consultan: for
the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP} and the first of
her many disciples.

She gave all her anention and
concern to others: her students and
associates. her assistants at uni-
versity, ber cook and housekeeper.
Her income from various sources
{the university salary. her pension
from Sweden. royalties from books,
donations from friends...) was al-
ways given away. Her own material
comifort was low. or inexistent, on
the list of her priorities.

In the late "50s. her friends in
Sweden and Egypt collected money
10 present 1o her on the occasion of
her 60th birthday. She decided. al-
mosi  sponianeously, to use this
money to finance a trip to Sweden
with her “children™ eight of her
postgraduate students. She planned
for six to spend the summer in uni-
versity and research instimtes in
Sweden. while two would stay on
te obtain their doctorate: one in
plant physiology tthe late professor
A. Abdel-Fadil) and one in cy-
tology and genetics {Professor W.
K. Henein, the former president of
the:Intenational Union for the Con-
servation of Namre). All her swmu-
dents went on i glorious scientific
careers in botany.

Vivi gave generously. Whenever
one of her assislants. or a member
of their families, was ill. she sent
them to a private hospital in Old
Cairo where they were treated at
her expense. This boundless gen-
erosity, on occasion. put her in debt
beyond her means, When her col-
leagues suggested that a govern-
ment hospital would be more ap-
propriate. she refused. “To her,
anyone who worked with her, in
whatever way, was important and a
dear friend who should be comfort-
able and receive good treatment
when he was sick.”™ says Warda
Bleser Bircher. an intimate friend of
Vivi's and the former owner of the
famous Middle Egypt Botany Sta-
tion.

Her yearly Christmas party on 24
December was always eagerly an-
ticipated. “Friends brought their
chiidren, there were guests of all na-
tionalities. Everyone received a
present that was very personal,

Suppa Dagma
Pigeons stuffed
with fereek

ients:

mainly drawings expressing her
great affection, and everyone had
his fortune told in 2 manner that in-
spired optimism. These were happy
moments for Vivi and ber friends.™
Warda remembers.

Her generosity was not only ma-
terial: she deeply wanted 10 share
her knowledge and feelings with
others. After her graduaton she
spent 2 vear mavelling extensively
in North America. She recorded her
memories of this experience io two
volumes, Vivi's Journey. published
in 1923-24. Between 1923 and
1926. she was a member of the ed-
itorial staff of Nordisk Familjebock
(The Nordic Family Book), and she
wrote articles for various Stockholm
newspapers. This gave her an ex-
perience of public communicadon
that remained with her for the rest
of her life.

“Parties of Swedish tourists who
came 1o Cairo had on their schedule
visits 1o the Egyptian Museum. the
Pyramids and Vivi Takholm. They
came to her flat and she told them
stories of Ancient Egypt. Meeting
Vivi was one of the most mem-
orable pans of their visit to Cairo.”
says Tan Thesleff, from the Swedish

“As | saw her talking to these
groups of men and women. I saw a
very different woman from Pro-
fessor Vivi Tackholm. fecturing to
her students on plant taxonomy and
the flora of Egypt. Here. she was
like a poet reciting: she seemed
charged with intense feelings and
emotions about what she was nar-
raring and conveyed all this to a
mesmerised audience.” remembers
El-Qassass.

For the benefit of these tourists
and for the Swedish public, she
wrote six books about Egypt, its his-
tory and people: Egvpr in Clase
View. 1963; Pharaoh’s Children,
1965; Evervday Life in Egvpt, 1965;
Living Antiquiry, 1967; The Desert
in Flower. 1969; and Fairvtale Min-
arets, 1971,

In these books she related her per-
sonal experience in Egypt and dis-
played her rernarkable knowledge
of Egyptian history. These books, as
well as her encounters with parties
of Swedish tourists and visitors, her
lectures in Sweden during her rare
summer visits, and her daily life at
the university made her Egypt's
best ambassador of Egypt o Swe-
den as well as Sweden’s best am-
bassador to Egypt for over 50 years.

In 1926, she wrote her first book
on natural history for children. The
Saga of Snipp. Snapp, and Snorum,
an instant classic that was reprinted
a number of times, the last time in
1976. Her last in this series of
books for children, Lillian's Jour-
rey to the Moon: Fairy Tales for
Old and Young, was published in
1976. These books bore all her love
for children and combined good sci-
ence with wonderful fantasy.

Vivi Laurent obtained her doc-
toral degree in botany {(embryology)
in 1921 from the Stockholm Hogs-
kolas. During the few years (1926-
29) she and ber husband spent to-
gether in Cairy, the young and en-
thusiastic couple realised that they
had three priorities: to build a refer-
ence collection of the flora of
Egypt. to write a systematic de-
scription of all the plants they couid

find and classify, and to
ain young Egyptian
scientists in plant tax-
onomy. For the rest of
her life, Vivi remained
ardently committed 1o
these  three  inter
connected  objectives.
When she died in 1978,
52 years after she had
first set foor in Egypt,
she had met all three.
Her legacy iacluded
three monuments: the
Vivi Takholm herbarium
and library: The Fiora of
Egyvpr, and the Egyprian
school of plant tax-

“Vivi and Gunnar spent
from 1926 10 1929 col-
lecting and curating -
plant materials from var-
ious parts of Egypt -
Their collection, some
10,000 herbarium sheets,
formed the nucleus of
the University Herbar-
tum. Especially between
1947 and 1978, Vivi °
worked trelessly to
build up the herbarium.
Duptlicates of earlier col-
lections gathered by pi-
oneer explorers and ma-
terials  from  other
herbaria were also add-
ed. Rich collections §
from the Han S
deserts. the Sudan, Lib- 2%
va, Jordan, East Africa. i§
the Arabian Peninsula B
and Yemen enriched the |
herbarium. £l

When Vivi gave her S
last lecture on 4 March §
1978, her voice echoed
through a herbarium that
housed more than
250,000 specimens, in-
cluding some 200 types
of flora from Egypt and
the Middle East

Associated with this
herbarium, Vivi Tak-
holm also built up a
large lbrary. The nu- §
cleus were books and pe-
riodicals from the rmain
library of the Faculty of
Science. She often de-
scribed herself as the “biggest beg-
gar, however. because she re-
lentlessly asked for books, and she
received flows of book donations,”
says El-Qassass.

The herbarium has become an ac-
tive centre of botanical research in
plant taxonomy, the flora of Egypt.,
ecological surveys of Egypt and ar-
chaelobotany. The latter field
linked the herbarium with ar-
(]::baelugical excavations all over

2ypt.

She and M Darar were also the
principal scientists advising and as-
sisting the development of Cairo’s
botanical : Al-Orman, Al-
Zohriya, Al-Qubba, and the Botanic
Island of Aswan. Her helping hand
was extended to all the universities
and research institntions of Egypt.

To write The Flora of Egypt was
the principal mission of Vivi in her
tncamarion as a scientist. To pre-
pare herself for what became her
life-long occupation, she spent
1929 to 1933 surveying Egyptian

Restawnant reciemw.

Andrew Steele applies the correct pressure

The recently opened Taco Bell — the

not so much as to make them crack and

plant collections in European her-
baria.

The Flora of Egypt. as she con-
ceived it. was not Just a taxonomic
treatise on the plants of Egypt, i
was an encyclopaedic work that
would gather a wealth of in-
formation related 10 every plant. In
her preface to the first volume
(1941), she writes: “The vegetation
of Egypt is not restricted to wild
plants. Egypt is an agriculrural
country, and it would give qumite a
false view of the flora if one did
not deal also in this conpection
with Egyptian crops... [especially]
the peculiar crops which probably
arpse in this country aml are en-
demic here since ancient times™.

In his forward to the second vol-
ume, the then dean of science. pro-
fessor H Efflatoun, enumerated
several “special and most com-
mendable™ anributes of The Flora
of Egvpi. Among these awributes
was the fact that the work dealt in
detail with uses of various planis in

ancient and modern times, with spe-
cial anention to pharmacological
uses. These treatments included re-
views of extensive literature and
spamned a period from Ancient
Egypt to the present.

As Vivi designed it, this en-
cyclopaedia could not but be a long-
term project: it took over 20 years to
complete. Her students, therefore,
asked her to write a handy volume
that they couid use in the classroom
and in the field. She obliged. The
Swudent's Flora of Egypt was first
published in 1956. A second revised
edition was published in 1974. This
was a nomal flora with well-
designed keys, brief and clear de-
scriptions and many illustrations.

Vivi Takholm, then, left her mark,
in the scrupulous descriptions and
classiftcations that make up her
life’s work, and in the hearts of her
swdents, scattered throughoui the
world today: the best example, per-
haps, of her skill at academic and
cultural cross-pollination.

What black cat?

M motherissupersﬁtiws.Sowut.myfalberandm]_Fma-
ter);la! . My mother believed that opea sczssers
Jefi on tables, ladders under which one watked and Friday the
13th were bad luck My father claimed that ugly faces seen in
the moming brought bad tidings. As for my grandmother, she
was convinced that people with certain physical deformitics
had the power to cast spells, and I think she also suspected our
next-door neighbours of exploring mild forms of witchcratt in
their spare time. ) -

1. on the other hand, was a healthy child. My worst aight-

" mares besically revolved around someonc devoaring my fa-

vourjte cake before I could get to it. I snickered when told w
walk aroupd — not ander — a ladder, and to place the saap on
irs dish. not hand it to my brother.

As a teenager, I devejoped an artitude towards superstitious
relatives and did my very best to show all and sundry that I did
not believe in old wives® tales. I spent hours Spying om our
neighbours and their mentally challenged child, who used 1w
dance strangely in the garden, wavin? handkerch iefs. I told
mygmndmothcrthalwehadbecomebesthcnds_ and that I
T e mm e L el
bled look. I i ow for e -
ingforﬂ:emtocrussmypa:h—lhasﬁenedmcmssthmﬁm
1 also made it 2 point to walk back and forth ymder every. iad-
der I could find, and distinctly remember carrying an especial-
ly tall one to aur garage wall and placing it in full view of my
ouu*agemsws el Saisied o bipuet ity

ly steep angle. Satisfied that s ald not miss 1.
for several days in a row I stood right under it. only moving
away whean [ saw her snap the curtains shut. .

- When my children were boru, I stopped defying fale. With
litle ones. one never knows, [ told myself. I firmly fed them
away from ladders and bought them blunt scissors. I worried
induly at night when I remembered having recounted their
childish accomplishments to a friend whose jealousy I might
inadvertently have excited. I repeatedly vowed not to vaunt
their merits and kept scrutinising the girls for signs of strange
ilinesses every time T caught myself boasting, even memally. [
did not believe in the evil eye. of course, but then again, how
could I be a hundred per cent sure that it did not exist?

Orther changes came upon me with age. None of the black
cat nonsense, though; we owned the blackest of toms for over
fifteen years and I periodically tripped over him — and over
his brothers and sisters as well, though none were black — and
had nothing unusual to report. In other domains, however. [
started noticing troubling coincidences. That friend who al-
ways happened to be visiting when one of the girls developed
a sudden fever, the shirt T had 10 throw away becanse I lost my
purse every time I wore it, friends having accidents on Fni-
days, though not necessarily the 13th... all these strange
events started 10 add up. I still roared with Janghter, telling the
story of the man who stayed in bed on Friday the 13th to avoid
any mishaps. then rofled out of bed and killed himself by fall-
ing on his chamber pot; but to be honest, I always had to sup-

. press a shiver at the end of the story. By the same ioken, L nev-

er planned trips, excursions or even outings on that day. After
all, there were not so many Fridays the 13th in a year, so why
not make it our family’s national day of rest?

Not long ago, I met zm old friend whom I had not seen for
ages. We talked for a while. “I remember yoa a few years ago,
when your hushand died,™ she szid. “Yoa were so down in the
dumps. I didn"t know how to help you. Look at you now, you

" are so well.” I agreed that I was not doing too badly and we
eventually parted company. A few hours later, I had a terrible
car accident, barely escaping with my life. My maid came in
the next day. took one look at me and said: “The evil eye, they
gave you the evil eye.” Rubbish, I told her, and semt her to the
kitchen for some tea. She kept grumbling, ing that she
buy incense and burm it around me to ward off evil. I told her
not to dare, and informed her that educated people did not be-
Iieve in hocus pocus. She kept shaking her head, muttering all
the while, but left me alone. .

A few days ago, I was waiching a stupid film on TV, be-
rating myself all the while; it is unlike me to waste precious
time on such trash. After all, ¥ told myself, it was my ankle. not
my head. which had been damaged. My daughter was -
ing away on the PC. finishing an urgeat translarion. are
you watching?" she asked with a note of incredulity. Rising
from her chair, she took a couple of steps towards the TV to
have alook. At that very moment, the bookshelf unit above the
desk ar which she had been sitiing seconds before Interally de-
tached itself from the wall and came crashing onto the chair, “T
cmxld_ded-l;ave be,v.-.tge killed, ';_stltllee when the din figally sub-
si spem the rest o night shivering at the thought of
what had been about to happen. In the morning the maid pen-
sively observed the devastation, which my daughter and ber
husband had doge their best to minimise. “f told you,” she said

Jjubilandy. “it is the evil eye.” I suggested that she burn some

INCEnse.

Fayza Hassan

Al-Ahram Weekly

Crossaarnd

By Samia Abdennour

4 igeons (large)
11/4 cﬂlg Jereek (husked wheat)
lcup hot water
1 whole onion
4tbsp. butter ghee
l/dcup milk
Salt + pepper + cardamom seeds + bay
leaves
Method:
Wash the pigeons well and leave the
upper from the neck 1o the chest. in-
tact. Remove from the inside the thin
layer of flesh which is the inner lining of
the pigeon’s throal. Put the pigeons in 2
strainer (o drain the water completely. In
the meantime, wash the fereek and sirain
ju In a cooking pan, put two table-
spoonfuls of butter ghee to melt. Add the
fereek and stir it in over high heat until it
absorbs all the ghee. Add a substantial
amount of salt and pepper and stir. Add
the water and bring to a boil, Lower the
heat to the minimum and stir. Cover and
leave o cook over simmering ring for
half an hour. Leave to cool to room tem-
re then strt stuffing the pigeons
with it. Stant stuffing from the lower
ing of the legs. forcing upwards with
your thumb to fill the throat until you
reach the neck opeaing. Continue stuff-
ing unti you smff the lower part as well.
Block with the giblets and fold the legs,
forcing them info the little hole at the bot-
tom. Tie a piece of 1hn§ad ar;t:ld_mc
neck to close its opening. Enng the WIngs
to the back. Boilpiuhmwaler until cooked.
the same way as chicken, using the onion
and the spices. Roll the pigeons affer re-
ine them from their stock in some
milk and fry in the remaining butter ghee
until it tums golden brown. Serve bot
with kiskk ot molokhiya.
Moushira Abdel-Malek

latest scrap of Amer;r:hc; to hit ME
bandessin — is ev i ou wou

wish it to be. The decoris%ml-::bbed and
gleaming. The clever linle speakers
throb with disco classics. MTV flickers
on the video monitors that adorn the
wall, uniformed staff scurry around and
clean things. The service is snappy and
comes with a smile. It is the epitome of
fast food heaven. L.

‘The interior architecture is jmaginatve
encugh, the space is split into three lev-
els by a series of chrome staircases, light
is supplied au naturel via a frosted glass
dome. One can perch on a stool and eat
at a counter, or lounge on a vinyl-
covered bench with the Pepsi crowd and
swap gossip.

But what of the food? More Tex than
Mex, but none the worse for it; perbaps
Taco Bell's greatest strength is that it's
not just another hamburger joint — or is
it? We decided to spend at least LE30,
as my companion coveted a Batman and
Robin plastc cup — this month’s pick.
This did not prove difficult as the menu
is quite varied, indeed smacks of prom-
ise. There is a selection of nachos — al-
ways a treat — and we plumped for the
chili cheese variety. They were crisp and
non-greasy and came on a little
platter, liberally doused with bright
orange cheese snd rather enappelising-
looking mince. They did, however, taste
really quite good in a plasticky sort of
way, as did the chili cheese frics. which
came similarly topped. .

Be warned — Taco Bell is not the ve-
nue for a first date. Tacos. in case you
are unaware, require one o apply just
the right amount of pressure when hold-
ing them to keep them in your grip, but

dispel their contents onto your lap. Or,
heaven forfend. your date"s lap. Being a
seasoned food critic. 1 managed 1o avernt
this particnlar pitfall. but Karima man-
aged to make a nasty splat on the table
which I {ater put my elbow in. Once the
art of taco eating has been mastered.
however, Taco Bell is no bad place to
get your taco kicks. The Taco

was delicioasly crisp. filled with the
same “tastes much betier than it looks”
mince, sour cream and salad. The
Cheese Quesadilla came in a cardboard
folder and was rather good — a flat, soft
taco full of melted cheese. And there we
should have desisted, as our final sa-
voury itern — a bean burrito — was
rather less pleasam. A distinctly fusd-
like concoction in a soft taco,
perked up with a dob or two of sour
cream, it didn’t 1aste bad — it just didn’t
seem Like a nice thing to cat at the time.
Perhaps we had over-ordered.

Pudding consisted of an Apple Empe-
nade — a warm spenge slice stuffed
with 2 smooth apple and cionamon com-
pote. This too was tasty, but we could
not belp but raurmur how a dollop of
whi cream would perk it up no end.
All of the above, along with 8 medium
Pepsi and a Nescafé, came to a cheap
and cheerful LE31. Quite a steal. The
food, I'm sure, is of a uniformly high
standard from Cairo to Califoria and, 10
answer my earlier question, no, it's not
quite a hamburger joint; it's more of a,
well, a taco joint. If you're in the vicin-
ity and you fancy a fast food fix, drop in
~ your greasy lunches will never be the
same.

Taco Bell Gamaat Al-Dowal Al
Arabivva, Mohandessin.

Across

1. Bone between knee and
hip (5

6. Fragments of diamond
produced in curming (4)

10. Interrogatory adverb (4}
l;. Familiar with: alive to
{5

15. Always (4)

16. Excellent. 2 wds (4)

17. Rudder; constraints (5)
18. Man about town; Beau
Brummel (4)

19. Stir up; shake (§)
gg} initials of married lady
21. Component 14}

23. Specimen (6}

25. Sacred cow {4)

26. Composition ()

27. Delay by traffic; rob-

bery by use of threats, hyph.
wds {6)

30. Misrepresenter ()

31. Headdress (3)

34. Old womanish {5)

35. Peruvian raft (5)
36. Pub order {3)
37. Queve (H)
38. Knobs on a root (5)
. Heavy weight (3)
4}. Cered () gh
42, Strain; silt (5)
43. Weather directions (3)
4.4, Presage (4)
45. Carrier 16)
46. Antlered unguiate (4)
47. Smali drink of spiriis (4)
48. Nuns’ principal (6)
51. Dun-coloured; spiritless

(4)

J2. Pref. for “befere™ (5)

‘S‘f Grain like wheat or oats
}

56. Biner herb used as a

strong laxative (4)

58. Shum: keep one's dis-

tance (5}

60. Casile defence (4)

61. Japanese syllabaries (4)

62. Cauterise (5)

63. Goals {4)

&4 Saw (4)

65. Beelzebub (5)

DOWN

1. Homestead ()

2. Jug with handie (4)

3. It follow "Avril" ¢3)

4. Amphor {3}

5. Remnants: exma (7)

6. Uni_versiry official with
processional duties (5

1. Egg cell of plants (4}

8. Debit side of account 3

9. Entrenchment (8) ic (8)
i?' léehents {5) 39, Thailand once (4)
L ircle (4) 41. Griefs (4)

12. The indigo plant (4) 42 Marine fish(7) .

13. Comb. form for “far” (4) 45, Lady’s underwear (3)

2. ﬁpex (3) 46. Depressions {(5) -

:4. imbus {4) 47. Fearfulness (5} :

35 Not working (4) 48. Peak of perfection (4}

26, Lubricated (5) 49. Advantage (4)

27 Th allis anchor (5) 30. Carpenter’s need {4)

28. Anallium (5) 5). Finished (4 .. - ..
- Waterfalls (3) 52, South African fewry boat

a g:llnbogl (s()s ) 9 Lavia(9) -

32. In existence (5) 3 Pana gy (7

3. Dwindle (5) 57. Set down (3) '

35. A pugilist (5) 59.Through (3) . -

38. With the same patroaym-
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It even makes business sense

T_his week, Environment Law_hf_\r No. 4 enters into full force. Among the clauses are heavy fines for industrialists unwiiling, or unable, to apply environmentally-
friendly measures. How seriously will the law be implemented? Profit, hot penalties, seems to determine the culprits’ attitude. sherine Nasr investigates

Now that the three-year grace period of
Environment Law No, 4 hasl:::e:nie ©
an end. many environmental experts
are wondering -whether or not the ex-
isting 26,000 industrial establishments
in Egypt are ready (or willing) to abide
by iL More important is whether the
Ministry of State for Environmental
Affairs will be able to strictly imple-
ment the law- and compel these es-
tablishments to follow it “This is per-
haps the greatest challenge set before:
the ministry. It is not simply the task of
this year, but of years to come,” says -
Mobemed El-Guindi, one of the main
architects of the tlh.? S
According o most recent-smdies.
conducted by the Egyptian Environ-
mental Affairs Agency (EEAA), the in-
dustrial sector. m Egypt is -responsible
for the greatest amount of air, water and
land pollution. “We cannot afford any -
more violations of the enviropment ia -
Egypt,” says Nadia Makram Ebeid,
minister of state for environmental af- -

dustrial establishments all over ‘the-

" country. Will the ministy be able to

each of these faciories 10 abide

. compel
- “by-the faw all by irself? inquires Tarek

Genina, head of the Technical Coop-
eration Office for the Fovironment. -
. -In-an attempt 1o accelerate the process
of implementation, the minister has con-

. ducted a number of smprise tours to see

fairs. “Confronting  deteriorating en- . _
. by the National Scientific Research Cen-
.tre are more than alarming. Indnstrial

vironmental conditions has -become an
mg:nt necessity,” she added. "
s 5 e e ki
1SEUIME ne . But as grace pe- .
riod approached its-end late last month, -

..opérations produce 3-5 million tons of .

for hexself the measures taken by these
factories to redace. the volmme of in-
dostrial wastes and other polintants.
Two weeks before the full imple-

mentation of the law, Ebeid visited the

'Delta Factory for Steel in the industrial
zone of Shubra Al-Kbeima, north of
Cairo. Established in 1947, the factory
has been using the same equipment ever
since. The factory produces 40,000 cu-
bic metres of dust every -hour and
36,000 cubic rmefres of unteated in-

duswial waste-water every day. ac- -

cording to Magdi Aflam, head of the
Cairo and Fayoum branches at the

Tn fact, the latest statistics published

than I,000 factogdes which dump abomt

only 32 factories had aiready adjusted. . 500,000 cubic metres of indastrial waste
ther stans to meet the criteria set by  into the Nile,™ says Allam. “Moreover,
the law. The majority were in the pro- . indusirial operations are respoasible for

cess—orhad notevenstaxted. . - -
“We are dea]mg with 26,000 in~

polluting. the air with carbon dioxide,
lead and heavy metals, which ave most

Hope beyond the smog
The people with the 'higﬁefst hopes pinhed to the irhple-
mentation of the Environment Law are probably the in-
habitants of the most polluted areas_ Fatemah Farag reporis

from the village of Kafr Al-Elw

Cairo. in cooperation | 3
Internationa]l Development Research
Ceatre, carried ont a study to determine

is very clear in- people’s

meg e::plams%ogen' Mehana, senior
researcher at the SRC. L

But then, why wouldn't it be? The

peopleofKa.frAl-Elwbaveha_dlDﬂdﬂPt

Shests of plastic are pinned 1o shurters,

. withdust, which means they need to be B

" ‘lung and skin diseases.

Mehana sees hope in_the new law.

" “What 1 am seeing is factries. doing

" -their best to get the filters in — there is

a dialogue.” But in XKafr Al-Elw, people
wonder. “Several filters have been put
into the chimneys and when - they. are
working we don’t gei any dust,™ -ex-

* plains- Mohiamed, who works at the fec- [
tory and would not give his full pame. .

) between polluion .and un-
Mohamed goes on to com-

plain, however, that “the filters decrease
tion and constantly get clogged

cleaned. This results in'a temporary
shut-down of ction and is very
costly: The end result is that the flters

* are not used or left broken ‘down for

some tme.” :
Mehama “concurs that “meoagement

_tells workers that if they don’t produce

enongh then there will be oo ‘bonuses...

misdisuwmgeswmﬁﬁvmbehgae--
- tive in confronting

- - We even had a worker who told us that 8
in * -he was barassed divectly by his manager |

ution - problemns.

T R et
icholas i > of- so-
ciology at AUC, was directly involved
in the project. He points out that “every-

thing done’ar the grassroots level deals
. with the issoe as a problem of educs-

tion, and this is based on the assumption
that ordinary people are the soarce of
pollion. However, this is not tus

when looking ‘at a cemeut factory. So'if.

there is going to be an effective straiegy,
then it should be to rally people against
the factory and that is not-happening.”
He adds that there is a conspicttous ab-
sence  .of non-gav:rnmenml

level do not as 3 rule reach jnto neigh-
bourhoods... They seem to operate on 2

diffecent level.™ .
The people of Kafr Al-Elw have mied
ing they can think of to help

. solve the pollutiop prablem. “They have
. * called the press and TV. They have even
 staxted to sue the factory,” explains Ms-

hana. . .

" The SRC study points ont thar 64.9
per cent of {e nterviewed in Kafr
Al-Elw said Ithcgovu'nmlcnl.hasng;.
“d anything to protect or clean up |

m%mthE go fo the political
parties for help and they oaly give us

e, e T———— T

detrimental 10 lmman healih™ he adds.
Ibrahim Abdel-Gell, executive di-

" rector of the EEAA, stresses that the Jaw

is a means, not an end. “Applying the

* law is not our main target. Benering the

environmenial conditfons in Egypt is,”
he explains. Abdel-Gelil indicates that,
so far, three and a half billion pounds

- have been spent by the indastrial sector

o accommodate  environmentally-
friendly strategies.

Environment Law No. 4 has identified
the amoumt of pollutants which may be
released safely into the air, waier and
ground inside and outside each industrial
establishment. ~“The EEAA. has set up &
surveillance system to monitor emis-
sions. solid and liquid wastes. A number

- of Jaboratories have been set up to help

in the process,” said Genina.

Penalties are determined according to
the violation. Surplus gas emissions cost
LE20,000 1o LE40,000 in fines. The
penalty for discharging ‘untreated in-
dustrial waste into the Nile is LE20,000.
“The canses of pollution most be elim-
inated at the offender’s expense,” says
El-Ghdndi. “With repeated violations,
the offender is subject to three years in

- prison,” be &

“Yet the threat of penalties seems to

"have had linle impact on the in-

dustialists. The grace period is over and
only five per cemt of the 26,000 in-
dustrial establishments either have, or
are in the process of, abiding by the law.

promises dmn_'gelecuo‘ns.Weuym%a
_ belp from the medija, nobody cares. We
go to the jocal comnell and they do noth-
ng... look a1 the garbage filling cur canal
;nd:he;ﬂgfcomserhefactoryisgven

organ- bigzer the government,” says Saa-
jsations. "NGOs visible on the national | diya Al

Hopkins notes, “People kave oot given
up on the system. They still oy to find
solutions. hoping that the right .person
will pick up their cause. Their life is a
struggle between cynicism and hope.”
Apart from the strict implemestarion of
the Jaw, what can be done? The answer
to this question is tied 10 whether polls-
ton is seen s a swrictly techoological
and legisiadive problem or 3s s social
problem which reflects contradictory in-
terests. Hopkins suggests that “the elites
=~ decision-makers — have tw be made
aware this is a serious problem. The dy-
namic for change comes from there.”

One thousand factories, believed 10 be
responsible for a staggering 70 per cent
of industrial polluton, have taken no
steps whatsoever owards compliance.
*“The ministry is working to develop a
clear visior of (he situation in each of
these factories, most of whick are in-
clined to ask for another two-vear grace
period, which can only be granied by
the prime minister upon our rec-
ommendation,” explains Abdel-Gelil

But is the ministry capable of studying
each individual case? And how much
more damage can the environment bear?
The answers to these questions do oo
exactly appeal 1o environmental experts.

Cement. metal, petrochemicals and
textile imdustries are considered among
the most polluting. Yet many believe
that the mnistry lacks leverage to pres-
sure these large indusiries, simply be-
canse they constimte the backbone of
the national economy. No one believes
that such establishments will be shut, or
their licences withdrawn “But econom-
ic visibility is not propornional to the
detrimental impact of malpractice.”
argues El-Guindi.

Apant from big indusiries, small-scale,
inforinal workshops contribme a consid-
erable amoumt of pollution. Among
these are metal smelters, brick furnaces
and metal, leather and marble work-
shops. “They hardly apply any environ-
mental safety measures. They use maz-
out, ope of the most polluting types of

fuel and the outcome is, of course, dis-
astrous.” says Allam.

In an atempt 1o einimise the hazards
facing urban dwellers, the Minicrry of
Environment recently assisted 23 of
these small workshops. south of Cairo,
in 2 conversion to natural gas. *Natural
gas is an environmentally-friendly type
of energy. This is only a short-term solu-
tion, however. In the long run, these
workshops will be mransferred outside
residential areas,” promises Abdel-Gelil.

There are still about 700 lead smelters
located inside residental areas m Cairo.
These release about 1,100 tons of lead
every year.

Of all cites, Cairo and Alexandria
have the most factories, and therefore
generate the most poflution. “Yhe levels
of lead in Cairo’s air, for example, are
abour three times higher than rec-
ommended levels,” explains Allam.

The damage done 1o eatire residential
areas by uncontrolled industrialisation is
lI:ard to estimate. Never{fﬂe&s. a tl;lole of

o) to underline a simple yet
essenpem industrialists think in
terms of money. The fact is that all ep-

-viropmentally-friendly measures are, in

the long run, cost-effective, “Applying
environmentally-friendly  technology
cuts down on raw materials, reduce en-
ergy consumption aod minimises
waste,” says Hamdi Seddig, head of the
environmental protection department at
2 major cement company. “Moreover,

The Centre for Environ-
mental Hazard Mitigation
(CEHM) was joindy es-
tablished by Cairo Uni-
versity. Argonne National
Laboratory and Washington
University, and received
LEI0 million from the US
Department of Agriculture
through the Egyptian Min-
istry of International Coop-
eration. The past two years’
achievements can be re-
viewed on the Cenre’s web
site. Projects incfude the as-
sessment of Delta shoreline
erosion; monitoring urban-
isation in the Nile Dela; the
analysis of Sheikh Zayed
ciry; the evaluation of drink-
ing water quoality in Cairo,
Tanta and the surroundings;
geophysical stodies of New
Fayoumn City; and the eval-
uation of soil and ground-
water resources in Wadi Tar-
fa and the Eastern Desert.
Mahmoud El-Sherif, min-
ister of rural development,
inaugurated the Centre. Fa-
rouk Ismail, president of Cai-
1o University, professor Mo-
{ hamed Sultan. the principal

Both researchers acquiesce thac es-
ially doring the phase of privar-
isation. the need for these factories to
be and remain profitable puts a strain
on how environmentally-friendly they
will become. Bath agres, however,
that privatisation could work in favour
of a better environment policy for in-
dustry. “Once the factory is privatised,
then people can take action against it
without actually being in a position of
confronting the govemment; in fact
the government als0 Will be hounding
the factory to pet in shape,” claims
Mehana As Hopkins concludes, “the
issue is how to turn these ageing fac-
lories into modern, clean stucires,”
Back a1 1the Kafr, the dynamics of the
law, privatisation and other complex
jsspes remain pretty much beyond the
people, stuggling o keep their heads
above the dust.

US invastigator, and Yehia
Abdei-Hadi, CEHM director,
addressed the conference.
University presidents and deans, as
well as scientists from various re-
search institutions, anended.

“The Cenire covld play a major
role in developing rural areas and in
zaising the siandard of living.” said
El-Sherif. Landsat images and the
updated Geographical Information
System are among the sophisticated
equipment from which the Centre
npow benefits. Egyptien scientists
trained at the Centre and in the US
are now set to participate in solving
pressing national problems such as
urban encroachment on agricwlure
lands, pollution of surface and un-
derground water and the lack of
proper planning in rural areas.
“Throngh cooperation with the Ru-
ral Development Programme (Shu-
roog), villages cam be wmed iaolo
poles of attraction rather than points

industrialists are becoming more aware
of the fact thar they will not be able w0
maniage their business iz an open market
unless they provide an environmentally-
friendly product,” he adds.

Although measures 1o protect the en-
vironment, such as the filters installed to
cat down cement dust emissions, can be
quite costly, “the positive effects of
sound policies can bardly be ignored,”
Seddiq asserts.

One pharmaceuticals corporation
which took the plunge faced a difficult
choice: 10 start 2 new production line or
to apply pollution prevention techniques.
“We chose to adopt an environmentally-
friendly strategy and we are cerlain that
the costs will be recouped in under three
years,” the general manager says.

The company nsed to release 300 tons
of organic solvents per year into the at-
mosphere, as well as massive quandties
of %dust generated during the
man ing process. It then applied to
a bank which extended a low-interest,
long-term loan of LE2.5m. “The tech-
nique prevented the release of almost 85
per cem of the organic solvents into the
atmosphere. As a result, it saved the
company 50 per cent of the solvenr’s
overall cost,” he explains.

By implementing an environmentally-
friendly strategy, the company qualified
for ISO 9002. “Our image was boosted
in the internationa! market and we have
increased our export to Earope.”

The dukes of hazard

The Centre for Environmental Hazard Mitigation (CEHM)
was inaugurated at Cairo Universily last wesk. Planners
hope it will help develop Egypt’s natural resources and
preserve its environment. Zeinab Abul-Gheit reports

of repulsion,” El-Sherif explained.
Farouk Ismail poinied cut that the
Cenre is the first of its kind in the Mid-
dle East. It will assume a major re-
sponsibility in fighting environmental
challenges in rural and urban aress, and
thus participate in the drive toward sus-
tzinable development. Besides raising
educational standards for young sci-
entists, Ismail added that the Centre will
play an active role in the planning and
implementation of large-scale national

projects.

Mohamed Sulian added a more per-
sonal note: “When I look at the cenire
now in its completed form, I fee] rotally
satisfied that the long hours of hard
work [ devoted to the design and imple-
mentation of this project are trivial com-
pared to the result,” Sultan added.

Despite a vadety of obstacles, the
Centre has been completed one and a
failf years ahead of schedule. Yet it was
not idle even during the construction
phase. Smdies conducted over the past
three years have yielded results that are
being used to raise living standards na-
tonwide. Sultan expressed pride that the
Centre is now recogmised as a Jeading
environmental facility in Egypt: it has
even been selected to maintain and oper-
ate Egypt's first air quality monitoring
network. The Environmental Affairs
Agency has selected the CEHM 1o nun
27 of its 40 air quality stations.

Christopher Reilly, director of the En-
vironmental Rescarch Division at Ar-
gonne National Laboratory, noted that
the CEHM is now connected with the
outside world through the Iniemet and
can thus obtain the most updated rech-
nology easily. Onp the other band, Reilly
said that the Egyptian ministries can
make things easier for the Centre, and
its collaborators from the US. by pro-
moting and enforcing sound environ-
mental measires,

Futre projects, according to CEHM

Director Yehiz Abdel-Hadi, include the
charting of seismic risk maps for the ur-
ban areas of the Sowhem Valley, the
Red Sea corsts, the Gulf of Aqaba, Suez
and Cairp. These maps will allow archi-
tects, engincers and urban planners w
take local conditions {e.g. soil character-
istics) into consideration, and thas 1o se-
care new and old edifices in case of me-
dium-magritude earthquakes.
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Omayma Abdel-Latif went to the deep Egyptian south while lower down the Nile Valley,
of discovery and celebration extending from 12,000-year-old settlements, west of Abu Simbel to the almost ‘mo

Nevine El-Aref went to Abuseer, Giza and Alexandria — & jouney
dern’ Alexandria of Anthony and Cleopaira

Al-Ahram Weeky was
witness {o history
unfolding as the first
Ancient Egyptian
tomb to be
discovered intact
since 1922 was
ceremoniously
opened this week.
But was the ’
mummified priest,
lying undisturbed for
aver two millennia,
sleeping with the
enemy?

The official opening of the tomb of Iufaa. lector priest and
controlier of the palace during the 26th dynasty. toak place
this week. As the first intact tomb to be opened since the dis-
covery of Tutankhamun's tomb 76 vears ago. excitement was
at a fever pitch.

Attendants of the opening ceremony carefully descended a
wooden ladder into a huge shaft, 13 metres square and plung-
ing o a depth of some 28 mewes below the desent floor. In
front of the door lay a small smrdy tomb of large white lime-
stone blocks. There was total silence, broken only by the
sound of the tomb opening. No grave-robber, no tomb violator
had been there before. An enormous white limestone sar-
cophagus lay at the centre. intact.

Around its base, and in the nzrrow aperture between the sar-
cophagus and the womb walls, lay zll the burial equipment in-
terred with the deceased on the day of his death: a full set of
408 faience ushabtis (staeties 10 serve the deceased in his
afterlife) canopic jars, with lids shaped like human heads, car-
rying his vifil remains. wooden furniture, stone vessels of var-
tous sizes and a considerable quantity of pottery, much of it of
foreign import.

“The pottery will provide one of the clues to the chronology
of the tomb.” said Miroslav Verner, head of the Czech mis-
sion at Abuseer, located between Giza and Saggara.

The apening of the sarcophagus generated enormous excite-
ment as journalists and photographers crowded zbout Farouk
Hosni, the minister of culture, and his entourage in the con-
fined space. each wying to get shots as the limestone lid of the
2(-ton sarcophagus was lifted by jacks. It was no easy task.

Raising

A Ptolemaic city discovered off Alexandria’s eastem harbour

may be older than previously thought
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and had to be carried out with extreme caution. Once it was
raised sufficiently, the romb was first supported by inserting
wooden wedges and then blocks of wood along its edges.
Then massive wooden beams were used to support the weight
of the lid which was subsequently tilted to the north and laid
on wooden scaffolding thar had been prepared in advance.

At this stage a huge anthropoid coffin was revealed, adomned
with: coloured hieroglyphic texts. lis lid was pardally lifted
and there, lying in the recess, beneath a scattering of earth, lay
an inner wooden coffin. Unfornmately it had deteriorated
badly. having suffered from humidity. Nevertheless, it had
preserved the repwins of a mummy which will be removed
and taken to a scientific research centre to be x-rayed and
studied.

“It is an impornant discovery,” said Hosni, adding that the
tomb had not been entered since burial rites ended some 25
centuries ago. “Its value is further enhanced by the fact that it
has been more than 50 years since a similar intact tomb of this
type has been discovered,” Hosni sad. -

There are differing opinions abowt how old the tomb is.
Egyprologist Zahi Hawass. director general of Giza Plateau,
believes it dates back to the time of King Amasis of the 26th
dynasty when the royal family was buried in Sais in the Delta.
“But the fact that this man, with 10 others, was buried in Ab-
usecr suggests they may have been traitors who cooperated
e backed his view by poin

e is view by pointing out that two years ago the
Czech team discovered a tomb, next to Iufaa’s. of 3 man
called Udjahormresnet whose statue, now in the Vatican, is de-

ometres from  the b

150 by 50 metres and
built on an arnificial
rock in the waters of
the Mediterranean has
been found.

Ibrahim Darwish, di
rector of the Under-
water Archacology De-
partment (UAD) said
that divers bad also
found a statue of a lady #¢d
holding a child which ‘§{§
may the god- |
dess Isis and her son }
Horzs.

During the ar
chaeological  season
which ended in De-
cember 1997, lh.; hEdu-
ropean Institnte of Ma-
rine Archaeology
(EILA). in collaboration
oremme Counl of Aa
preme -
iquities (SCA}, iden-
ified the site of the

ace where Queen
VI of Egypt
and Caesar Marcus

Tense moments surround the opening of the sealed tomb of 2 high priest (left) to reveal an anthropeid coffin (right)

he fifth openin

scribed as an official of the Persian King Cambysis.

On the other hand, Gaballa Ali Gaballa, general secretary of
the Supreme Council of Antiquities, says that Abuseer is a
part of Giza necropolis, located near Memphis. The city was
the ancient Egyptian capital from the Old Kingdom right

to the New, “So we might have tombs at Abuseer that
date from the first dynasty through to the 30th,” Gaballa said.

It was difficult. because of the number of people in the
tomb, 10 get a view of the inscribed walls. They are covered
with hieroglyphs of exquisite craftsmanship; spells and in-
vocations of the ancient Pyramid Texts. the oldest of the mor-
teary literature in Egypt that had earlier been used only for the
tombs of Old Kingdom rulers. There were also extracts from
later religious texts, including the Book of the Dead. which
Gaballa suggests, was in the late period of Egyptian history
“when there was a revival of the spirit of the Old Kingdom.”

Gaballa added that the Pyramid texts were not insciibed in
tombs after the 18th dynasty. “This new discovery clearly in-
dicates a return to the traditional spirit of the Old Kingdom,”
he said, “not by royalty alone but also among ordinary people
and high-ranking officials.™

The tomb was originally discovered in 1996 by a Czech
team in collaboration with the SCA. Hawass said, “There was
a long delay in the opening due to the extremely poor condi-
ton of the tomb walls.” The ceiling also threatened to col-
lapse. Moreover, the shaft and its two small side-shafts are cut
from tafla . the hard unstable clay that lies under the desert
sarxl. It was also necessary, as a first step, to build 2 strong

protective roof for the tomb below. A protective casing for the

}

Antonius courted one Face to face with a sphinx from Cleopatra’s submerged royal palace offshore Alexandria

another for three years,

from 32 BC w 30 BC,

before they committed suicide. Antonius killed himself after
being defeated in the Battle of Actium while Cleopatra chose
to be bitten: by an asp rather than be subjected to Roman rule,

Other ruins discovered offshore include Anti-Rhodes Island.
the royal quarter of Cleopatra, and the Portus Magnus, the
main harbour used by the Prolemies between 304 and 305 BC,
in addition to miscellaneous ohjects.

Three spliuxes are among the treasures identified in their
watery enviromnent. They were found standing on a single
base, probably at the city's . A bust of a Rom cont-
mander was also found. It may be the head of Antonius be-
cause it has the same facial characteristics as the one exhibired
in the Egyptian museum ” ted Darwish. “A collection of
granite pillars, dating back to the 26th , was also dis-
covered as well as stone blocks, a royal crown and remains of

the city's pavement.™ .
The new finds provide evidence suggesting that some of the
baildings on the island may be “much older than

Alexandria, the city founded by Alexander the Great,” said an
official at the SCA. He said a i collected from the
eastern tip of the submerged island had been scientifically an-
alysed, determining that the objects date back to between the

5th and 7th centuries BC. Analysis also showed that the mor-
tar used in the central part of the island dates to the first cen-
tury AD. “The red granite pillars and other objects sub-
st:‘l:}l_:ll::teﬁ ::h:se tentative rllsults." the ofgcial said.
is quite revolutionary,” said Aziza Sai fessor

of Graeco-Roman archacology at Alexandria Univi'rgirt;f “Ar-
chacologists have long believed that the royal quarters lay be-
veath the modemn constructions in ceatral Alexandria® she
explained. “But now, after these important and exciting steps
in the work of underwater archacology, vast Graeco-Roman
fuins are coming to light.”
, Acconding to Said, the survey is important not only becaiise
It reveals a great deal about the still obscure Jives of the Prol-
omies but also because it opens doors for many more dis-
coveries, and could com:eivab(}g lead archaeglogists to pin-
pointing the site of the comb of Cleopatra. “I believe that it
may not be far from the site of the Timoniom,” Sa'id said.

Ahmed Abdel-Fattah, director general of the Graeco-Roman
r:;erum in &lexla;;l_’_ﬁaa] said that doring the mission’s under-

search in » the wreckage of a British milj i

craft, dating back mWorldWarII.wasfound.“ltistglI:y:i
ond to be found in the Alexandria region,” said Abdel-Fatrah,

- p
-

whole 1omb has now been put in ace. A gable roof made of
reinforced concrete has been to protect the tomb from
damage coming from-above. -

Hawass said the opening of the sarcophagus is the fifth in
the history of ., “The first was that of Tu-
tankhamun in Loxor,-the ‘second belonged to Queen Hetep-
Heres at Giza, the third was Sekhemhet at Saqqara (found
empty), the fonrth the royal tombs of the kings of the 22
dynasty at Tanis, and now this.” - .

A corapact wooden smaircase has been built in the somhem
shaft for access to the tomb, while the smaller, westera side

tection during the opening. The spaces between the walls and
the sarcophagos were filled with sand so that no damage
could be done to the precions reliefs.

With the tomb thus , WaEk can commence on re-
cording the wall mscriptions as well as conducting en-
gineening work necessary prior fo the complete opening of the

Verner said once the tomb has been fully restored, it will be
open 1o the pablic as one of the main attractions of Abuseer,
along with the bezutifel mastaba of Prah Shepses, the pyramid
complex of the 5th King Sahure and the unfinished
pyramid of Neferefre which was excavated a month ago.

“The site will be officially opened to the public-in May,” he

said. .

photo: F. Osada

ﬁgtbﬂttheﬁrstmfoundin l934byPrince_0marTuns—

André Bemnar, professor of Grasco-Roman history
_Sorboqne,qajdthaj:lﬁmﬂafslyinginthewmhadbee:lme

back t0 Emperor Caracalla. They indicate that

the maj inistrati o4 : ia wag

peg:m;.m Ve quarter of the royal family during this
_Enthusiasm about the discoveries is muning b .
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Year was

Archaeologists digging in the southwest comer of Egypt
have come across the scattered remains of people who
just may be the distant ancestors of the pharaohs

reservolr. The job was to have
been completed within two years, but
36 years later Wendorf is still here, nn-
veiling to the world some of the rarest
mdea:ﬁsttsunﬂ:ﬂmdinl?.gypt.
“The enormons quantity of material
discovered before the gh Dam] res-
ervoir flooded the area was extremely
interesting as it recorded some \mknown
aspects and changes of human soctety

over the period from about 25,000 BC -

ety i Anent B omplex, S0,
crety in ent ™ Wendorf told
M_}Ah%m Weeklv. : ’

0 Wendorf and his peers, everythin,
they found at first was unique bwausg

“no one had seen such intact sites in

Egypt before.” But after years of study;
he aod his team began 1o “find pat-
terns in this uniqueness.” Lo

One of the oldest finds, and ome -
which received a great deal of attention,
was when Wendorf came across the ear-

New

Halfa. “More than 44 men, women and
signs of baving. died" violently, not of
natural causes,” Wendorf said. The
grave was dated 10 around 14,000 years
ago, much earlier than had been thonght
for 1be region. The corpses had noae of
the .physical choractedstics of in-

Egyptians. “They were [all,

digenous :
heavily muscled people with strong -
physiques. They had some resemblance . perf
10

: on of the Maghreb,”

New discoveries at a site some 100

kilometres west of Ramses I's temple
ar Abu Simbel, at Nabta Playa, have
yielded dozens of sites spamning the Pa-
leolithic periods from 10,000 BC o
about 4,500 BC. There is strong ev-

" idence that this was the largest basin in
* the Southeastem region of the Sahara,

It was a and’ Sa-

" vannah-like plam.g' shaded by drought-

msiqmghees'mcbasm_cias.asm‘tof'

oasis where one of the earliest human
setilements in the world took rool,” was
how Wendorf described it “Tt was rich-
er than the swyrounding arcas becapse it

-hed water which was the key to all ha-

man sciilement in the Saharn.™

The importance of the site for world
hezitage lies pot only in the wealth of
anthropological muneriaf revealed, but
also because it came 10 be known as “a
regional cercrnonial centre where people

from many different areas to
orm riruals,”
Among the recent discoveries are 75
oval houses built in alignment and made
of large siones. Also unearthed was
what is believed 1o be a miniature ver-
sion of Stonehenge. R. Schild, co-
director of the site, says it is the oldest
calendar ever foond. But how did it
work?

“Four pairs of slabs in the circle are
longer and set closer together than the
others. These are called gates. Two pairs
on opposite sides of the circle are
aligned exactly north-south while the

other two are alismed at 70 degrees
northeast. This direction points to the
position of the sun on 21 June. Th is
the begimming of summer, and the be-
giur&n}goflheminysmnh this bek
of Africa.” Schild said.

The rin was a cause for celebration.
Not far from the calendar circle, Wen-
dorf onearthed a place where the entire
population was beficved to have gath-
ered for annmat festvities, Evidence lay
in a mass of refuse rwo metres deep and
more canle bones than anywhere else in
the Szhare *It was a time for canie
slaoghter, a rare and probably re-
ligiously-charged event, both for con-
sumption and sacrificial burial, perhaps
as offerings to the gods who brought the
rain.” Wendorf said.

During this season’s eXcavations, the
team came across 30 megalithic smuc-
mres made of huge stones, cach weigh-
ing two-and-a-half tons, More in-
irigning still was an impressive piece of
stonework which, according to Wen-
dorf, “may well mark the beginning of

the early Egyptian fascination with
working with large stone. and could
Eossibly be the oldest sculpwre in

ZYPL

Many of those visiting the site this
week hailed the discovery as impressive
and rare, saying that it will shed hght
on one of the lesser-known eras in the
history of Egyptian civilisation. The
monuments discovered in the area
vide the emliest evidence of the emer-
sence of leaders who commanded the
building of large-scale public archi-
wetare,

“Construction of these megalithic
stricnires requires a degree of skill, or-
ganisation and commitment previously
nnknown at such an early dawe™ said
Renee Fdedman, an Egyptologist who
has published a book on Egyp(’s latest
discoveries due out this month, Fried-
man is also supervising 2 TV saries on
the discoveries at Nabta Playa to be tel-
evised on America’s Discovery Chanael
and on Welsh TV. Friedman said thal
for the past few months Egypt has been

“very ill-served in the Western media™
and that the book was to correct com-
mon misconcepiions, among which is
that “liule is lefi to be discovered.” As
Friedman says, nothing could be farther
from the trath. The discoveries at Nabwa
Playa serve to prove her point.

Friedman said that the remarkable ear-
ly advances in technology and sociery,
as revealed in the recent discoveries in
the area, seemed ironically 1o cor-
respond with the beginning of the end
of the desen dwellers.

“Slowly, the rainfall diminished and
finally. around 6,000 years ago, it
ceased entirely. The Sahara became the
barren waste it js today,” Friedman said.

What happened next remains unclear.
One theory is that when the last ruler of
the Nabta Playa region decided to aban-
don the desert and lead his organised
band eastward to the life-giving waters
of the Nile, they brought with them
many of those fearures that wounid soon
distinguish Egypt from anywhere else
on carth.

"y

The other side
of Toshka

Archaeologists and geologisis are urging the govemment
to take cultural preservation into consideration as it moves
ahead with the New Valley development project

- |The
queens,
finally

: Extensive restoration work con- -
tinues throughout the Giza Pla-
teau, but, for the moment, - vis-
itors will have much more :to .
add to their itinerary, not least
the pyramids of the quéens .~
|

“We are on the verge of a major crisis,” Fekri Hassan. head of the Archacology In-
stitute at the University College of London [UCL] told a group of archacologists
and geologists attending the first international forum on the “archacology of Tosh-
ka " The Toshka Canal is designed to develop the New Valley which extends
through the Western Desert’s Kharga, Dakhla and Farafra oases, each with his-
torically important zones. )

The crisis Hassan was referring to would result from rerouting the Toshka Canal
in order to bypass a 16{0-metre-high plateau — which is being seriously considered
— thus affecting countless prehistoric sies. )

This is not the only challenge scholars are facing. Development schemes are go-
ing ahead at such a fast pace in the Toshks area that geoiogists artending the forum
are concerned about the desert environment. “The desert habitat is very fragile. It
could be destroyed in no time if we flung open the door for tonrist investment in
the area,” Hassan wamned.

Yet, already numerous tourist projects have been planned for the area. Tarek
‘Wafik, an urban development expert, said there has been a rash to push such pro-
jects forward, “Nine sites north and south of Abu Simbel have already been des-
ignated and possible attraction sites have been surveyed and assigned,” Wafik ex-
plained. Applications by investors have been already submitted, e added.

As for the Toshka area, Wailk said a preliminary plan for tourism development

For the Tirst time, three small pyramids-be-
longing to Ancient Egyplian quecns; .along

had pever been opened before, have now

E . been declared officially open 1o the public. -

The gneens’ ids are those of Khufu's
mother Hetep-Heres — whose beautiful fo-
nerary ‘equipment is one of the highlights of
the Egyptian Museum — along with two of
his wives, Merit-It-Es and Heatsen. The no- -
blemen’s tombs, east of Kbufu's Great Pyr-

mGal:gﬁeoﬂﬂ'mafogem has been laid out. What Wafik and other wban development experts seek 10 ac-
of Khafra’s Pyramid. -~ T complish is to make tourists stay longer. This, according to Wafik, will be
Thba opening of the tombs came following achieved “through 2 network of cultural artractions that will be combined with the
toration. “Although these tombs amenities of recreational towism.” The atractions include, of course, the ar-
bepoorindecomﬁon.t&ymﬁd:m chaeological sites of the area which will be placed high on the tourist agenda, a

my features,” said Minister of Col- fact thas has sent the alarm belis ringing in archaeology circles. .
wre Parouk Hosni. "‘Ihey-ha've i sive The themes that dominated the discussions at the forum were the importance of
; the archasological sites in the Toshka area, and concetn over rapid tourism de-

velopment and investment there.

Realising that once the investment wheel starts tarning, it will be difficalt to put
on the brakes, archacologists have urged that any
urban development plan “"has 1o be concerned with
long-term preservation of cultural sites.”

The Supreme Council of Antiquities secretary-
general, Gaballa A. Gaballa, said the council is
currently preparing a comprehensive plan for the
docamenation, protection, conservation, pros-

o B oG s i o e, R S
Vo o 0 P o il e S e
. ; w. achieving this woul o are

“These have now md% ol Playa and its eavirons and the Khafre (Chephren)
ey v al:n:lg tomb -walls re- quarries 40 kilometres west of the Toshka spill-
scaptions e way. a national protectorate. Gaballa said that a re-

quest is 1o be submitted to UNESCO 1o have the
Taoshka archaeological sites placed on the World
Heritage List in order o protect the areas from any
urban encroachment likely 10 result from the de-
velopment rush in the area.

Fihe Tou 16500, wrged hel sapé be (aked
in the T regi at
“before the project reaches the point where they
[Toshka Canal planners] wiil bave o make the feft

the 20th century by George Reisuer. They
wmmdm% poor congdition: They be- |
lemged 1o a vizier who was also chief jstice.
and overscer of all the king's work: 4 royal
scribe and overseer of the pranary; a high-
priest; and a vizier and architect. All

were members of the same famiy. tura to avoid the 160-matre plateau.
. 'WﬁSﬁﬂg_PmmmfobeM?omﬁ" 'ﬂﬁswmﬂdbemcﬁsicgtmit'dmywmtto
kL ml;s. wmiﬁm wmy m O Hawvass head ahg:r the Nw]grm-wlﬂe ﬁ:ﬁﬁe@d}' | and
, : e [overrun ins w are liter-
addiﬂsq:hp:me ficors are pow protected by Sily o e archacological stes.” aid Wea-
wood. - ' dorf, who suggests that before reaching such 2
Referring to the four tombs, Gaballa Ga- pointhe sites should b marked 50 that whet cog-
balla, director-general - struction begins in the area these sites are already
cil of Antiquities, said- “They Mv® (I marked. “We should maintain the authority 1o pro-
features. It 18 rare p case here.” tect these arcas,” be added. ) night
co for officials, as is the e eed Some measures deemed necessary have been dis- R"“‘Bpﬂ'mmfded
As for the queens’ pyramids, “these Deec: cussed. They include 2 plan for the culnwal de- o e
ed both internal and mcﬁﬂl f:[fﬂmmﬁe velopment of the Toshka region, along with a pol- "
said Hawﬁh‘mﬂasomy h i mg?rno‘:xnginal :;;-y for ﬂ:c mucn o]!'hmhI::olgg]c;]e s]tes.: BOOK NOwWH!
cutside, which we replaced " > - Sheri eir ecologi itats. The plan is to be carri offer only valid within this
fion. Inside, wmhzcmw%uesdm The limestone sarcophagus of Debehen: sTomb,@eOfﬂ:encW tombs recently opened 10 the public Phofo: Sherif Sonbal | 5. 0 o i Al-on Wi(thﬂslkiE%epu%n E.E“"i’]g:' shialiyotd Sons Gll
ti?mra:‘aiglaitc]:fas ihe first me these Pylm'ids’ ih- of the id, in Eﬁnilﬂ- have been mlm the will be opened m rot:n.ion, “never all at one l:imC." he ﬁ:;ﬂmtffair:mm chA) m}d the &“nmissmt;y 0} 25% dmm“.
wing to consorts. had been open (o the public.  w4is mside chemically cleaned. and the fragile parts  said. . - Defence: & be
longing queens and’ high-ranking nobiemen I'I_O(- restored with mortar.” The Pyramid Plateau project is 0OWw (R its ‘mh year, The elémmls of such a plan, as disclosed by Ga- .rm food verage
.BI“‘I anding, it is always a king’s pyramid which  “Graffig in the pyramid written at the time has been  and although a great deal remains 1o be done, improve- balla, include training Egyptian sits managers, su- ’h{‘t’.“ bﬂgﬁmspackage
. ] % wi the ;Eost :nterest, and so the focus of awention - cleaned and protecied. Also, appropriate vemtilation ments to date are impressive. Work still underway in- pervising desert tourist safasi. groups s fore Friday '.oopm
draws the oiost T8 tled Third Pyramid, the small-  hag been instalted and air circulation will be repewed  cludes construction of a stonc wall separating the vil- | BETVRIOS /=5l JUE AE SO BNEEE For reservations
! WS e three on the Giza Platean, belonging 10 every two hours,” said Gahalla. . lage of Nezlet El-Simman from the plateav. In April.| qoo - oorote thar can travel for long distances as Fyramisa Hotel Cairo
. est of whchhasofﬁdauyopmdaﬁeraym's In order to guide people round the Giza Plateag and  the present entrance to the plateau will be closed in or- well as establishing an open-air museum that io- 60 Giza Street - Dokki
. Menkaure, _ : - 1o point out where the varicus tombs are, romtes will be  der to the monuments from further harm| o SRl oo, replicas of sites and ar- Tel: 3360791/2/6/8
' m"l‘l' O ht be the smallest of the three kings’ PY™  marked with appropriate signs and directions. caused by urban development, The public will have ac-| 20 % SRl B e vetion of pre- Fax: 3361936
amids at Giza, but it s elogaat, and complemeniary 50 [n order to decrease (he prcenso on certain montr  cess via the Fayoum Road. historic settlements.
™ ang er . 19 i P .
- the other two, said Hawass. “The lower ou me’“—'h".‘“'?ss m : .w:“pymm Edited by Jill iKamil The will is there, The waming has been sopnded.
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Thanks to a ‘cup II' of splendid goals, Egypt's footbalt players retumed from Burkina Faso with the African
Nations Cup, much to the amazement of a euphoric nation, which included Nashwa Abdel-Tawab

Scenes of celébmﬁon: Joyo

us crowds engulf the team bus at the airport;
dles a South African player: Ahmed Hassan celebrates his score; a South African player

-----

tim tennl members npon Ihen' arrival at

and star forward Hossam Hassan display their trophy. Bottom row: Fans take their post-match celebrations onto the streets of Cairg

A totally unexpected victory for a towlly un-
suspecting country. Egvpl's 20 win over
South Africa to claim the African Nations Cup
took most Egyptians completely by surpnse.
And yel. there it was. the continent’s most
coveted trophy, held aloft by the Pharachs in
Burkina Faso and. the day after. by President
Hosni Mubarak himseif on the warmac of Cairo
Airport.

Mubarak joined more than 30.000 football
fans at the airport on Sunduy o give 4n uR-
precedenicd hero’s welcome o Egypt's na-
tional team. Saturday’s convineing 2-0 victory
in Burkina Faso over defending champions
South Africa was the fourth African cup for
the Egvptian team. but their first in 12 years.

It was also a personal triumph for the grey-
haired. chain-smoking coach Mahmoud El-
Gohari who made history by becoming the
first person to win the cup as a player and a
coach. El-Gohari, who 1ok Egypt to the 1990
Waorld Cup, was top scorer with three goals in
the 1939 Africa cup. o

Egyptian organisation and discipline con-
quered the pace and flair of South Africa.
dubbed “Bufana Bafana™. or_the boys. Bui
things did not look good for Egypt before the
championship began. Morale was low and ex-
pectations evea lower. Egypt had failed to

qualify for the World Cup and had fared poor-
ly in several friendly matches leading up 10 a
chumpionship they had not won since [986.
when this country hosted the event. Egypt was
alsa in the so-called *Group of Death’ in Bur-
kina Faso, paired alongside the likes of Mo-
rocco and Zambia.

But lady luck was on Egypt’s side. A host of
normally strong football countries fell by the
wayside. Meanwhile, Egypt stitched together a
serics of well-deserved victories over Zambia,
Cote d'Ivoire and hosts Burkina Faso. cul-
minating in the clash with South Africa in the
final.

It seemed that all of Egypt was glued (o the
TV on Saturday. watching the team's out-
standing 2-0 victory. Everybody. old and
young. men and women, even those who know
next 1o nothing about footbull. were cheering
the Egyptians on in every house and coffee
shop. The streets. virually deserted during the
match. came to life after the Moroccan referee
plew the final whistle, signalling the resul::
Egypt had won the 21st African Nations Cup.

When the players held the cup alofi there
were only about 200 Egyptian fans in Burkina
Faso. Back home, though, the number was as-

wronomically high. Thousands poured onlo the

sireels in a passionate and often unabashed

display of joy. Even in schools the following
day. students and teachers cheered for El-
Gohari and his team, singing the national an-
them with extra vigour. It had been long years
of pent-up frustrations and it was time for
Ecyptians to heave a sigh of relief and col-
lectively exhale.

Egypt didn’t win just a cup. It won 2 new
team and a coach who had been reportedly on
the verse of resigning before the roumament.
Three Egyptian players were also selected for
the all-African team: Goalkeeper Nader El-
Sayed, defender Hani Ramzi and striker Hos-
sam Hassan. :

Mubarak was AT Caire Airport 15 minutes
before the team’s amrival. As the players dis-
embarked. he kissed and hugged each one and
joked with them as well. “You had me sitting
on edge last night,” Mubarak told them. “Con-
gratulations to alf of you. Now go and get
some rest; you need a week's sleep.” Mubamak
was Flanked by Prime Minister Kamal El-
Ganzouri. Defence Minister Field Marshal Mo-
hamed Hussein Tantawi and Information Min-
ister Safwat El-Sherif,

The plane’s co-pilot unfurled a huge Egyp-
tian flag from the window of the aircraft as it
taxied to a halt on the tarmac. The first out was
the team's captain and top goalscorer Hassen

A .:_--;-_ . ! ‘fﬁ
President Mubarak poses with
mourns bis team's

Calro Alrport. Top row: Tarek Mostafa hur-
ise loss: Coach Mahwound El-Gohary celebmtm?pgoalkeeper Nader -Sal;:d

5 S o

followed by El-Gobari. A slight drizzle shared
in welcoming the victorious team.

On President Mubarak’s orders, the Egyptian
Football Federation awarded each player
LE50.000.

It wok the players an hour to negotiate the
200 metres from the plane’s steps to the bus.
Quiside the airport. fans climbed trees and
roofiops of nearby kiosks waving flags, beating
drums and shouting slogans praising the ream.
C‘”Thisb;s 'é.il:e u:lhen Sadat came back from

amp David.” said a veteran airport employee.
Former President Anwar Sada.tqs’iognedmgigric
agreements with Israel in 1978 at the US pres-
idential retreat. paving the way for the first
Arab-lsraeli peace treaty in 1979,

As a result of the win in Burkina Faso, Egypt
automatically qualifies, along with hosts Zim-
babwe, for the 2000 African Cup which should
also mark the rewm of Olympic champions Ni-
geria, whose two-year suspension for failing 1o
defend the titde ended this weekend.

_The championship did mark the end of dis-
tinguished careers for former African foot-
ballers of the year Abedi Pele of Ghana and
Kalllusha Bwualya of Zambia.

t was the hope of many that the cup was n
the end but the beginmyng of a nei\,v erg ?::
Egyptian football.

~

pholog {maln & r) Mohamed Wassim,
strep in the middie AFP.

bottom photos Moussa Mahmoud

-~

Champions at a glance

1998 tonrnament:

Zl:st gt;nd. Mozambique 2-). Zambia 4-0, Mo-
arterfirals: Ivory Coast 0-0 {54 i
Semifinals: Burking Faso 2.0, | T

Final: Sowth Africa 2-0.

Scorers:

Hossam Hassan (7), Ahmed Hassan, T:

tafa. Yasser Radwan (one each) + Tarek Mous.
Tournament appearances:

16 trecord)

Winners:

1957. 1959, 1986, 1998 (share record wi

o i mrd_ with Ghana)
Caplayefl. 30 wins, 1! draws, 20 lossey, 99 goals.

Hossam Hassan, 31-year-old suiker of Ahlj
i 1
\Eho wen his 124th cap against South Africa, ! chb

Mahmoud El-Gohari, chain-smoking 60.

former army brigadier who scored aghm-tgig-::::
collec_te:d a winners medal in the 1959 tovmament.
4 Alfrica, 2.6 world.

Nickname:

The Pharaohs,

-
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Mahmmxlm-Golmry

Coach W|th

For Mahmoud EI-Gohary,_ his Iatest stint as Egypt's national fcotball
team coach proved to.be third-ime lucky. Eman AbdeMoeti reports

a new look

Amlddmmsofwmmngd:eA:mun Nanous.

Cup and nightmares of crasbing ot of the first
round, the often-maligned coach of the Egyptian
Tootbal! team. Mahmoud El-Gohary, flew 1o Bor-
hnl.:Fasodetmnundroptwehewasuptome
task. .
Twm.b&ﬁ:n:.hnhad—coachedﬂmmm,achiw-
mgsomemm!heIWOWoﬂdCupm'lta}y
but proving a failure when Egypt

erably in the 1992 African
whenthemmneededacoadllastym ﬂ:emll
for El-Gohary came up

A year ago, LhchcadoftheEgypuanFoodnﬂ
Federation, Samir Zaher, swore at a session_of

the People’s Assembly Youth Committes that .

El-Gohary, his long-time friend and teammate in

the 1959 African Cup, wis the best coach avail-

able. Butmﬂnbmaftheyonﬂ:commhad
serions doubts.

In the hearing Zaher said, “AfterMahmoud EI- :

Khatib and Farouk Gaffar failed to develop the
team, we have no choice. Either recruit a foreign
coach, or Mshmoud El}-Gohary.- Pe.rsonally, I
st he will do something worthwhile.” . -

At the dme El-Gohary was Oman's,
national team. Wher' the call came; ke

the chance with tooth and nail, despite his con-
tract with Oman. In a somewhat comical situa-
tion, he tried to persvade the Cmanis to let him

coach both their team and the Egyptian squad.
Evenmally, El-Gohary remimed, but he had

conditions, the most important being to rehire his

old staff of trainers, adrministrators and a phy—
sician,

For El-Gohary, lhcrewasmuchatstake He_".

pedormed
Cup in Senegal Bt .

-jcal fitness and

knew that failure would almost certainly end his
career ag national team coach. But his third term
" as coach, in Jast year’s World Cup qualifying
metch against Liberia, proved to be anything but
“Successful. - lost 0-1 and -cffectively
dropped ont of the World Cup. Once again, El-
-Gohary was the 1arget-of vicious media and fan

- criticism and once again, it Jooked like his down-
mis-~ - fall was near. -

"Bat with a teatn of fighters full of hopes, El-
s approach to the African Cup was dif-

- Gohary®
- . ferent. In the qualifying games, he achieved a

balance betwesn a sgong defence and quick,
couner-attecks, taking into consideration

snappy
thatblnckAhcanp!ayemtopEgypuansmphys-
-In Burkina Faso, the team, which included

"Woudd Cup strvivors Hossam Hassan and Hani

peaked just in time. And El-Gohary

Ramzy,
. learned from his mistakes. He stopped predicting

victories. He siopped experimentmg with new
tactics.and the players, in tum, followed his in-
structions to the ‘leter. By the time of the final
match with Southr Africa, the whole am was
physically and mentafly prepared. For the first
nmcthemmplaedlﬂ:e and irs
coach looked like he knew exactly what he was

doing. )

After having brought home the trophy, El-
Gohary, who became the only man to win the
African Cup as 2 player and a coach, has opened
.a pew chapier in his relations with the media and
fans who shouted his name again and again the
mghtEgyprwonlhecup But this time it was all

in praise. -

Africa’s new stars

Egypt's Hossam Hassan, 31, scored seven
goals going into the final. Céte.d'Ivoire’s Joel
Tiehi, 33. scored four before his tcam was

eliminated but goalkeeper Alain Goeamene,:

31. failed o conjure up a repeat Of the 1992
final when his saves in a tense shoat-
out against Ghana brought Céie d'Ivoire the
trophy. This time, Egypt climinated Cote

d'Ivoire on penalties. Morocco's caplain and -

stalwart in defence, Noureddine Naybet, put in
a solid performaoce and .mext appears in
France in the World Cup.

Hassan will miss out on ancebutdespﬂr.
his age still has his sights on an appearance in
2002 “I love playing football, I love winning.
Ir.hmk!a.mﬁtenoughtogoonforalang
time. There wilt be players in France who are
in their mid-30s. such as Carlos Valderrama.
Age is not important as long as you are fit.
enough,” Hassan said

Sonth African striker Benedict McCard:y set
alight the 21st African Nations Cup in Burkina

Faso with a clutch of goals that restored the .-

flagging fortunes of the outgoing champions.

The 20-year-old Ajax star, who put- four goals
past Namibia to join an elite club of -Africen .
gave the Bafana (the. Boys) 2 dme- -
ly boost ahead of their first World Cup. ap-

marksmen,

pearance in Fraoce in June. But solid, and in

some cases sparkling, performances from’
some of Aftica’s veterans — principally pro--
lific striker Hassan — helped to underline that .

raw talent and youthful enthusiasm are not

everything.

For one distingvished veteran, ' Canjeroon’ 5. -
1990 World Cup hero Roger Milla, many of

the youngsters coming through the ranks today

want too much too soon. “There is less talent

around today because 1 thiok thoss with talent
don’t want to put in the work” he twold Re-

uters in zn interview. “They. want 1o be-stams.

d th forcetmauobeastar-
immediately and they ', wirional Sceve. ‘Ghang's Abedi Pele, 33, and

‘Zambia's Kalusha Bwalya, 34, bowed out of
- international competition at this year’s cup af-

you must show apphcatlon.
Milla, himself a striker, lsfnllofpmsefor
McCarthy who. emerged - in -the under-20

World Cup in Malaysia- last year: “He is the- _
star of the cup. He does notphymacom---.

sy LS

. Pierre Womenjend, already playing

plicated way. He is showing bow-a mod
centre forward shonld develop.” -

Other
andotherpundusdunngthxsymscup
thongh they shone more briefly. Cameroon’s
his second
Nations Cup at 18, and defender Rigobert
Song, 21. crashed oot in the quarterfinals as
did Cote d'Ivoire’s Ibrahima Bakayoko, 21
and Saliou Lassissi, 19.

Ghana's Peter Ofori~quaye, 17. had an ear-
lier exit when fouwr-timics chamrpions Ghana,
the most successfnl team in the competition’s
history. failed to get beyond the- qualifying
gronp. Namibia’s Eliphas Shivuti and Robert

. Nauseb, both 23, and Johannes Hindjou, 18.

suffered the same fate, although their team
bad lesser expectations than Ghana and were

far from disgraced.

But uniike in earlier cups, when the younger

'--p]ayers were stll based in Africa, most of the

young talent has already been snapped up by
richer clubs from elsewhere. Wome, a left-
gided utility player who scored with an ex-
quisite free kick against Guinea, has a contract
with Italy’s V:cenza bt plays for Lucchese in
the same country’s second division. Soog
plays for French championship 'contenders

" Metz. Ofori-quaye, another striker, plays for

Greek side Oympiakos, sweeper Lassissi plays
for Freach side Rennes and striker Bakayoko,

‘who_scored rwo goals in Burkina Faso, plays -
" for Montpelier. Shivuti, who scored two, plays
for Motherwell in Scotland.

Afnong the goalkeepers, Burkina ' Faso’s
Ibr.nh.imaDian'a. 27, whose name means lion,
‘stood out, before he and the rest of the team

let slip a three-goal lead 1o lose Friday's third-

lace playoff oo penalties 10 the Democratic
Ee'pubhc of Congo. “If his tcam reached the
semifinal it was thanks to him,” Milla said. -
As new faces emerge, others quit the mwr—

ter polished performances.

T

.. wilnessed the

Inafinalofa
different kind, -
Masni captured -
Egypt's football

cup for the first

time in the

club’s 78-year
history. Abeer
Anwar

history-making
game

Finaily, after almos: 80
years, Masri and its
fans had something 1o =~
cheer about. Beating ail -
gt i oo o

aid ca the
Egyptian football cup, -
defeating Arab Con- .
tractors 4-3.

“It was a dream that
we bave long waited
flgr"'smd Abdel(;fWahab

ota, president of Masri
club. For a team thar

The final this year had
a -different Jook. Both
Ahli and Zamalek, the
country’s powerhouses, '
were  vistbly absent,
making it only Ihe

The road to the final was not a cakewalk
for Masri. The cinb scraped by Shams 1-0,
beat Ismaili, last year's cup winner, 4-3 on

.pmalty kicks and squeezed by hot fa-

vourites Ahfi 2-0. The maich against Ahli
‘was also decided on penalty kicks in a game
that will be most remembered. not because
Masnwon.butforAhhsquand:nnganm—
credible four consecutive penaities.

For Arab Contractors, the path was
smoother since it played most of ils matches
at home. Before reaching the semifinals
against Inihad, it disposed of Qena 2-0 and
Baladia Mahalla 3-1. Then came the away
game fo Iuihad in Alexandria before 20,000
fans. Still, the Comractors managed to come
out ontop 2-1. -

In the final, Arsb Contraclors was de-

pending heavily on jts expericnce. having
participated in five African club champioa-

ships, capturing the condnent™s winners cup
:wiE‘se in 1932§nd 1983, The team also had
one domestic cup title and one league cham-
pionship under its beh.

But it was Masti which got off to a quick
start, in fact the fastest in cup history. Seif
Dawoud scored on 2 breakaway with just un-
der a minute gone, to the delight of the
25,000 fans who came from Port Said to
cheer their team. Green, Masri's jersey col-
our, quickly enveloped Cairo Stadium, as
Masri fans sensed this conld be the day they
had been waiting for.

Tbe second half stanted with the sending-
off of Contractors® Mustafa Marin for rough
tackling. An early second half goal by Mas-
1i's Abhmed Ibrahim made it an even more
uphill struggle for Contractors. And the min-
ute Masri's Effar Nassar came in a8 a sub-
stbne he made it 3-0 with only 19 minutes
left 10 play.

Then il was Arab Contractors™ turn. It an-

. Egypt’s cup for
- 1. the first time in

swered back in the 72nd minute. But it was
short-lived delight. Masri was not to be de-
nied, replying with a goal just one minute
later. With the score 4-1, Arab Contractors
scored two more goals, in the 83rd minute
i'md in extra time, but it was 100 lintle, 100
ale.

One minute before the final whisle, Arab
Contractors Austrian coach Josepk Burper
conceded defeat, walking over two con-
pratulate his German counterpart. Masri
coach Michael Krueger.

Masri players took LE15.000 cach for their
efforis while Krueger pocketed 2 more sub-
stantial $100,000 bonus.

Predictably, Masri players and fans partied
through the night in their hometown and in
Cairo Stadium, singing a number of songs
composed just for the occasion, on a day
they thought would never come.

oy

Edited by Inas Mazhar
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Dr Olfat EI-Siba’i:

A time
to reap

The first Egyptian woman
surgeon, she is also the first
chairwoman of a surgery
department in this country. It
was a long haut from petit
point to the scalpel. But she
has made it at last

She explained how to reach her clinic in Dokki.
For a Heliopolis resident. it was not very easy to
find. Then the driver asked exacuy what 1 was
hoping not 1o hear: “What is her specialisation? I
can purk and ask anyone abowt the clinic.™ 1
hemmed and hawed reluctantly. ~Oh. she’s a....
she™s 2. At that moment [ was saved, as my eye
caught the sign: Dr Olfat El-Siba’i. male in-
fertility and sexual impotence.

Dr Olfat EE-Siba’t is the tirst Egvplian to have
obtuined a PhD in surgerv. and the tirst Egyptian
of Arab woman — perhaps one of the very few
worldwide — 1o be specialised in male inferility
and sexual impotence.

El-Siba’i is also the first Egyptian worgan to
chair a surgery depanment. She is chairwoman of
the surgery department at Menoufiya University
Faculty of Medicine. She is also 2 member of
several prestigious associations: the [nternational
Academy of Infertility and Infectious Diseases.
the International Society of American University
Colon and Rectum Surgeons. and the American
Sociery of Colon and Rectum Surzeons.

With her fair complexion. blond-tinted hair,
light make-up. and elegant dress, she looks like a
designer. an antist or a writer. Her voice is soft
but commanding.

So haw do men feel about teiling a woman doc-
tor their mosi intimate problems? El-Siba’i must
have answered this question hundreds of times in
her 30-0dd years in the field. Ar any international
conference. she is asked if she is accepted in a
conservative society like Egypt El-Siba'i’s an-
swer is always the same: it is her good reputation
that brings patients from everywhere in Egypt.
“My success in curing patieats is my judge.
When 1 cure one patient. he brings me another.”

El-Siba™i"s patents. in fact. trusted and sup-
ported her. at a ume when. ironically. her male
colleagues were wary. “1 wonder if they felt I
was competing with them?”

In the waiting room. the overwhelming major-
tty of patients are wearing the clothes character-
istic of Upper Egvpt. More siereotypes are being
challenged here: how could these men. con-
sidered guintessentially macho. accept to be
treated by a woman. especially in this field? El-
Siba’i smiles: “They are easier 1o deal with than
the “bexs”. Thev believe in vou completely. If
they see that you cured a patient. they pur all
their trust in you. If you tell them they need an
operation. the next day they will be ready.”

Paradoxically. E!-Siba’i believes that fate
played a great role in her life. She wrote her doc-
toral dissertation on vareococeles, an ordinary
disease. but one which causes infertility.

Fate also played a role in her securing a doctorate
in surgery. “This was not im my plans. Afeer fin-
ishing my studies, I was supposed to travel to Eng-
land and join the Royal College of Surgeons. At
the time. T had already finished the first preliminary
exam and { was preparing for the second.”™

At the time, Dr Gamaleddin El-Bebeiri. then head
of the surgery department at the Qasr El-Aini Fa-
culty of Medicine, suggested that she enrol for a doc-
torate at the faculty. “Dr El-Bebeiri heard that ] was
a hard worker. and saw in me awalented surgeon.”

Not all her colleagues agreed. For El-Siba’i,
life was not a bed of roses. If fate was the spark
that inspired her. perseverance was the light that
allowed her to succeed.

For nine years, El-Siba'i was unable 10 obtain
her degree. No law prevents a woman from ob-

-aining a doctorate in surgery. Traditions, how-

ever, stood in the way. “We have to pass a pre-
liminary exam before presenting our thesis. My
professors refused the notion that 2 woman could
become a surgeon. so they failed me nine years
in a row. | fought back. though. and was never
desperate. I won in round ten.” she said

Prejudice continued to represent an obstacle in
El-Siba'i's life. however. Her promotion to head
of the surgery depamment at Menoufiya Uni-
versity was passed over for two years, and an-
other colleague was nominated instead.

She describes these years as a nightmare. “[
was “second in command’ after the head of the
department. Bui the top man was unable to ac-
vept the fact thar I would take his place. I felt dis-
appointed and unfairy treated. I was very honest
in my work. I devoied all my energy to it and
they wanted me out.”

At this stage E]-Siba’i was fighting the batile of
her life. She challenged the head of the de-
partment, the dean, and the head of the Facuity of
Medicine. who all opposed her appointment.

Luck-intervened at the right time, however; a
year later El-Siba’7’s three oppouenis were re-
placed and she was able to accede to the post.

This perseverance was not a blind response to a
challenge, however, but the result of great ambi-
tion. Ever singe she was a child, El-Siba'i’s
dream was to be a physician. Her abiding interest
in medicine, she recalls. was bom when she was
11. She had appendicitis. and was greatly im-

pressed by the surgeon who operated on her — a
relative — Dr Ismail El-Siba’i. She decided theu
that she would be a surgeon. When she was in
secondary school, she printed signs and pinned
them on the wall of her room. They proclaimed:
D Olfat El-Siba’i, student at the Facoity of Med-
icine. Her parents started calling her Dr Olfat
when she was six.

Now EI-Siba'i describes the surgery de-
pantment as her kingdom. Her position obliges
her to treat her colleagues firmly and kindly.
Heading the department is a crown of laorels, but
not ane that she can rest on. Her post demands
constant efforts. The department is of a vital im-
portance. It grants BSc degrees in medicine and
surgery, diplomas, as well as Masters and Doc-
torates of Science. The saccess of the department
is measured by the standard of surgery and emer-
gency cases it undertakes.

El-Siba’i is aiso something of a mother figure
10 her colleagues. This is pethaps Inevimable since
her professional and privaite lives overlap at
home, too: her two sons are surgeons. “I never
punish the people working with me severely. but
if anyone misbehaves [ remind them of the eth-
jcal standards that should be upheld.” she says.

She has two brothers and, as the only daughter,
was the focus of her parents” attention as a child.
Her father, an engineer, adored her; her mother, a

- retired teacher, was utterly devoted to her, I was

pampered but never spoilt. My relationship with
my parents was one of love and friendship, and
this made me very eager to deserve their respect
and esteem.” she explains.

She believes that ber parents shared in forming
her character. Her father taught her 10 be am-
bitious and to love reading. She read many of the
books in the vast library he had collecied. Her
mother taught her the value of femintaity; froma
ber, she inherited her sense of dress and her lady-
like demeanour. El-Siba’i also learned nee-
diework from her mother, and this traditiopally
ferminine activity. paradoxically, was to assist her

in later years: “Being talented with a needle
made me skillful as a sorgeon. Both nesd the
same accuracy in using the palm and the fingers:
both demand a similar technique.™

Having broken into a traditionally male feld,
she does not believe that motherhood is a dis-
tinctive mission in itself, dispensing women from
other achievements outside the family. Anyone
can establish a family and maise children, El-
Siba’i explains; any woman can be a mother. But
this is not how she has chosen 10 make her mark.
1 do not see anything wrong with seeking to be
distinguished and refusing to be like all the oth-
ers. who pass away quietly.”

Yet El-Siba’i did nol sacrifice her family for
ber career. She looks after her family and house

as any mother would. She supervised her sons”

education at school and uaniversity: she does the
shopping and looks afier the house, “When I
have to travel, everything collapses. My sons and
busband depend on me for everything. This tires
me out, but I find great pleasure in it.”

Balancing between one’s professional and pri-
vate or social life does require exceptional
amounts of energy. But EI-Siba’i sees this as a
chain reaction: if one is successful, then this hap-
piness is reflected on the family; if one is happy
at home, this satisfaction is reflected on the job.

A successful mother, she asserts, is close to ber
children, no matter whether she works or not.
She always knows what her sons are doing. “My
husband was usuatly very busy with his research.
He is also very firm with the boys, so I had to be
the tender element in their life. We enjoyed a
friendship that grew with gme.™

During the harrowing exams every medical sm-
dent fears, she depended on her mother for belp
with the children, and tried to make up for this
temporary distance by lavishing more love and
time on them afterwards. “I used to iake them
everywhere with me. Fortusately, both their
school and the hospital where T worked were near
my clinic, so they used to come out of school and

YIS Dpudy ‘o)l
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spend all afternoon with me. They were 13 and
l4-years-old when I allowed them to emer the
operating room with me.” Today. they can apply
the lessons they learmned from her as they operate
on their own patients.

El-Siba’i's busband, renowned surgeon Ahmed
Shafik, was her professor. They were married af-
ter she had finished her studies. in the late "60s.
If they had not met. El-Siba'i believes each
wonld have failed. As it is. they are remarkahly
corepatible: “He can study all day. his life is de-
voted 10 scientific research. This does not anpoy
me. 1 his solitude. It also gives me the
chance to complete my work.™

Her hushand is also a great believer ia ber phi-
losophy. Her culture and her ambition, which
would have frightened off a less confident nrm,
drew him to her: as for E1-Siba’i, she jokes thot she
married Shafitk mainly because he was a
True, he taught her how (o hold a scaipel; but “1
might not have been atiracied to him if be was spe-
cialised in another field™ [s it really a joke? “Don’t-
be surprised; being a surgeon is part of his char-
acter. Character is not only how someone taiks or
looks or even dresses. One's profession can also
lend a kind of beauty and glamour.™

Professional rivalry pever mamed the re-
lationship — perhaps. one is tempted 1o think,
because El-Siba”i continues to respect Shafik as
a professor. She has always admired his ability
to simplify surgical principles for his studenss,
and still keeps his surgery notes from the med-
ical school days.

Today, El-Siba’i is tn her "50s and fecls life
has pever been better. This is the culmination of
all the years of hard work. She attends about 25
international conferences a year. Her colleagnes
from around the world usually greer her in the
same way: “They say my success as a surgeon is
a success for all women.™

Profile by Rasha Saad

Pack of Candy

by Madare Sosostris

¥ Ome of our bright young
reponers. Amira
Howeidy. has just eaned
herself a most interesting
distinction: she and a
celleague from Al-Akhkbar,
Abdel-Hadi Ibrahim, are
the lucky recipients of the
scholarship sponsored by
Citibank. Egypt. which
entails participating in the
International Seminar for

Business and Economic Joumnalists at Columbia Univers_ity:
Amira and Abdel-Hadj ook off [ast week, but before bidding
us farewell. they atended the gala dinner given in bonour of
the successful candidates at the Ramses Hilton. Amoog the
guests, ] sponed David Watson, Citibank™s regional officer,
Hoda Hammad, its vice president. Janette Wilgus. the US
Embassy’s cultural attaché, and Ahmed Loutfy from the Press
Department, as well as eminent editors and journalists from
tian press. [ was told that the young people are

the Egyp!

scheduled to take pari in many exciting activities which
include a visit to Citibank in New York, and several meetings
with officers of the World Bank and the [MF in Washington
DC. Don't [ wish I was more economically minded!

& On a more artistic note, [
do hope that you will take
your charming seives o
Khan Maghrabi in
Zamalek. where Gamil
Shafik is curently holding
his exhibition, The Night
and Horses Quartet. The
horses are magnificent,
fairy-tale creanures a bit
like unicorns, and. though
Gamil's women are a tinsy
bit robust for my laste, they
remain intriguingly
feminine. cht. the sl
On opening night. the s
ga]lgf;was sa crowded that
one had to queue fora
quick look. Sculptor
Abdel-Hagi El-Washahi

, isi til he spomied artist Gazbiya Sirry.
was organising the traffic un on around the exhibition,

leaving the other guests to fead for themselves for a while.

whom he insisted oo escorting pe

p B R R - e

To build a truck which is better than best .. The Isuzu TFR has
become a legend on Egyptian roads ,with over 120,000 built, it's
tough, reliable and above al! a life long partner lo its drivers. But
now the 1898 New model, boasts the revoiutionary "Direct njecton™
engine, 2500cc's of instant, 100% power, equaling the horsepower
of other large engines, ygt retaining the fue! economy you need.

THE1221998 ISUZU TFR )
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Mounir Magar & Co. : §5 Gamal Abdel Naser St.. Alexandria. Tal.: (08)4932970/4027339 Fax:{03) 49
El Seoudi Cars : 12 Salah Salem St., Ain El Sira. Tel.-3651307/3651308 Fax:3639855 103) 4627529

> ATOUGHACT TO FoLLOW

Nallonal Motors : § Et Messaha St, Assiut, Tel.: "
Magar Brothers : 1 Al Tahrir St Dokki Tol. 207 1oaaerage 20880 Fax (098) 320880 _
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